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The Value of a #inute.

A small vessel was nearing the steep holmes.
in the Bristol Channel, - The captain stood
on the deck, hig watch in his hand, his eye
fixed on it.

A terrible tempest had driven them on-
ward, and the vessel was a scene of devasta-
tion. No one dared to ask.* Is there hope 2"
Silent consternation filled -every heart, made
every face psale. The wind and the tide
drove the shattered bark fiercely forwa:d.
Every moment they were hurried nearer to
the sullen rock which knew no merey, on
which many ill fated vessels had foundered,
all the crew perishing.

Still 1he captain stood motionless, speech-
less, his watch in his hand. “ We ar: lost !
was the conviction of many around him.

Suddenly his eye glanced across the sea;
he stood erect; another moment, and he
cried, “ Thank God, we are saved ! the tide
hias turned : in one minute more we should
have been on the rocks!” He returned his
chronometer, by which he had thus measured
the race between time and fide, to his pocket ;
and if they never felt it befure, assuredly
both he and his crew were on that day
powerfully taught the value of a minute.
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Escape for thy Life.

There was an ingenious torture which
consisted of "a[ée};l, which at the ,plﬁoner’s
first entrance presented an aif of ease and ’
comfort. Aftera few days’ confinement he
began to see that its walls were gradually
contracting. The dis?very once made, |
the fa,ct.hlﬁm{:h more appalling every day. |
Slowly,but terribly, the sides drew closer,
and the unhappy victim was at last

fushed to death. What an emblem does '
this present of the sinner’s contracting day
of grace! Oh, what would the poor victim -
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