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MET GRADUATE 
ORIENTATION
Spring 2021

We will begin shortly…
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Orientation Agenda

9-10AM:  

• Learn from Anywhere modality reminders

• “Back2BU” guide and campus protocols

• Next Steps & overview of student resources

• Tips for Academic Success

• Ongoing Q&A to get all of your questions answered!

10-11AM: (Will be redirected to separate Zoom meeting)

• Department/Program introduction

• Q&A with Academic Departments, Faculty, & Advisors
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• Blended, simultaneous in-person and remote modality enables 
students to participate in the classroom or engage remotely 
whenever is necessary

Learn from Anywhere (LfA)

• Flexibility and choice on how to balance your desire for an on-
campus experience with concerns you may have about exposure to 
COVID-19.

• NOTE: LfA is for on campus courses - and is distinctly different from 
MET’s ONLINE course offerings:
• 14 vs. 7 week terms
• Online courses are marked with an “O”
• Both on campus (LfA) courses AND online courses are available 

for enrollment by ALL MET students. Any combination of 
modalities should be discussed with an academic advisor 
due to scheduling differences.

• Professors will manage the number of students in classroom spaces 
at any one time
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• LfA status must be 
updated to be in 
compliance

• If planning to come to 
campus, you won’t be able 
to enter classes if this 
status does not indicate 
on-campus

• InClassLfA Web App:  To 
reserve seats in class

• Study Space Web-Based 
App:  To reserve on-
campus study space

https://www.bu.edu/inclasslfa
https://www.bu.edu/studyspace
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• “Back2BU” guide:  www.bu.edu/back2bu
• Specific site for Graduate Students

Spring 2021 On-campus Learning

• Healthway Portal:  www.bu.edu/healthway

• COVID-19 testing:  
• Review ‘arrival testing’ chart
• Non-Massachusetts residents must complete MA Travel Form
• Quarantine (if no negative test) or ‘stay-in-place’ for 72 hours
• Schedule 1st on-campus test.  Series of 2 tests over 7-8 days

• Login to healthway to schedule an appointment (can do so up to 7 days in 
advance)

• Results shared in Healthway portal within 24 hours
• Graduate students need 2 negative tests (3 for undergraduate students)
• Frequency of testing thereafter varies upon ‘category’ from LfA status response
• Medical intervention & contact tracing for confirmed cases of COVID-19

http://www.bu.edu/back2bu
https://www.bu.edu/back2bu/new-campus-life-graduates/
http://www.bu.edu/healthway
https://www.bu.edu/back2bu/student-health-safety/
https://www.bu.edu/back2bu/files/2020/12/COVID_Graphic_ArrivalTesting_SP21.pdf
https://www.mass.gov/forms/massachusetts-travel-form
http://www.bu.edu/healthway
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• Daily reporting required within Healthway app (including a declaration of 
‘not coming to campus’ unless you are EXCLUSIVELY remote).

Questions to healthwayhelp@bu.edu

• While on campus:
• Required PPE (face masks) for all faculty, staff, & students
• Physical distancing protocols in all buildings.
• Show “green badge” to enter buildings & classrooms (received 

based on testing requirements & self-reported symptoms).

Spring 2021 On-campus Learning

mailto:healthwayhelp@bu.edu
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MET @ 1010 Comm Ave.
Gastronomy @ 808 Comm Ave.

Familiarize yourself with campus and its buildings
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• Get your BU Terrier Card (Online photo upload, on-campus pick-
up):  bu.edu/housing/services/terriercards/

• Finalize course schedule for the upcoming semester (if you 
have not done so already).  Should connect with your 
department

• Check compliances in StudentLink:  bu.edu/students/

• NOTE:  LfA Status determines COVID-19 testing category

• Final Transcript submission to Admissions (metadmit@bu.edu) 

• Settle your Student Account

https://www.bu.edu/housing/services/terriercards/
http://www.bu.edu/students/
mailto:metadmit@bu.edu
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Settling your Student Account:

For Payment options/plans, Deadlines/Late Fees, Employer 
Billing, contact:

BU Student Accounting
studenta@bu.edu or 617-353-2264
bu.edu/studentaccountingservices
------------------------------------------------------------------------------

For assistance with Loans & Scholarships:

MET Graduate Financial Aid
finanaid@bu.edu or 617-358-4072
bu.edu/met/financial-aid

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
For Veteran benefits:  Email veterans@bu.edu
For Corporate Partnership Discounts:  Email metcorp@bu.edu

emailto:%20studenta@bu.edu
http://bu.edu/studentaccountingservices
mailto:finanaid@bu.edu
http://www.bu.edu/met/financial-aid
mailto:veterans@bu.edu
mailto:metcorp@bu.edu
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• “MEET MET” 
online resource in 
Blackboard (emailed 
invite)

https://edge.edx.org/courses/course-v1:BU-MET+MET101+Ongoing/course/
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www.bu.edu/grad

http://www.bu.edu/grad
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bu.edu/met/current-students/

https://www.bu.edu/met/current-students/
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bu.edu/met/events

https://www.bu.edu/met/events/
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STRATEGIES FOR SUCCESS
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This is a prerequisite to success. Going to 
class in person or remotely facilitates learning 
in several ways: 

• Lectures and classes supplement reading assignments

• Professors use questions or classroom discussions to 

enhance critical thinking skills

• Professors may emphasize important concepts so you 

know what is important and what to focus on

• Facilitates interaction with the professor and classmates

Class Attendance
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• Technology – download software or tools beforehand

• Engagement: 
• Come prepared to contribute to classroom discussions. 
• Engage with the material ahead of time, formulating questions, 

and preparing topics for discussion where appropriate. 
• Your opinion and ideas are a critical part of the learning process.
• Take advantage of outside class resources.
• Online learning tips from Office of Distance Education (ODE)

• Embrace informality. Don’t be afraid - ask questions. 

• Limit the use of personal electronic devices to note taking exclusively. 
Respect others by keeping your private conversations to a minimum.

• Remember; you are embarking on graduate level studies and have a 
big responsibility in the role you play in your own learning.

Classroom Etiquette

https://www.bu.edu/met/files/2021/01/Remote-Learning-Tips.pdf
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• Form a study group with other classmates

• Make a weekly schedule and balance homework and study 
with personal time

• Follow deadlines. Don’t fall behind on your academic work

• Ask for help

• Make use of Faculty office hours to ask for clarification 
or to review class material

• Utilize other university resources (ERC, 
academic/department advisors)

Other Strategies for Success
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Be Aware of Academic Policies

There is a wide range of academic policies covering 
everything from:

• Registration and attendance
• Courses Grades and Degrees
• Student Records
• Academic Conduct
• Equal Opportunity and Nondiscrimination
• Faculty
• Technology

https://www.bu.edu/met/for-students/met-policies-procedures-resources/
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• The Code establishes an environment of integrity and 

professionalism

• Helps to assure each individual of receiving appropriate 

recognition for his or her work

• It also allows faculty to conduct a fair evaluation of student 

performance

All students entering Boston University are expected to 
maintain high standards of academic honesty and integrity 

Academic Code of Conduct
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• Cheating on an examination

• Plagiarism (representing the work of another as one’s own)

• Misrepresentation/falsification of data

• Theft of an examination

• Unauthorized communication during an examination

• Etc.

Be sure to review the Code: 

https://www.bu.edu/academics/policies/academic-conduct-

code/

Academic Misconduct Is:

https://www.bu.edu/academics/policies/academic-conduct-code/
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BU Graduate Grading Scale
Grade Honor Points

A 4.0
A- 3.7
B+ 3.3
B 3.0
B- 2.7
C+ 2.3
C 2.0
C- 1.7
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All class grades must meet or 
exceed the departmental minimum

Grade Explanation
B- Lowest grade acceptable for credit for:

Administrative Sciences
Arts Administration
Gastronomy

C Lowest grade acceptable for credit for:
Actuarial Science
City Planning & Urban Affairs
Computer Science
Criminal Justice

A class grade lower than your department's minimum 
acceptable grade will result in failure of the class.
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Graduation Requirements
All class grades must meet or exceed the departmental 
minimum

Minimum Grade Point Average 3.0
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Using BLACKBOARD
learn.bu.edu

onlinecampus.bu.edu
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Requesting a Course Change

• BU Student Link

• ALWAYS first contact your Department 
Coordinator
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Student Services Office
• A staff of 3 advisors and 

operations staff 
• Provides advising and 

admissions services for 
undergraduates

• Provides non-academic 
services for graduate 
students
• Assists with non-academic 

student life issues
• Connects students to 

university supports

1010 Commonwealth Avenue
1st Floor, West Suite
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bu.edu/met/admissions/orientation/

Starting @ 10AM:  Program Orientation

GO TO:

https://www.bu.edu/met/admissions/orientation/
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