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1) Please provide a written assessment of your experience abroad this past term in light of
your academic and educational objectives. In particular, please touch on the following:
your overall experience at the foreign institution, the quality of the faculty and the quality
and availability of courses offered. Please also comment on other topics you feel might
be helpful to future students, such as quality of life, financial, housing, social or other
considerations that had an impact on your experience. Your report need not be longer
than two pages.

2) Please indicate whether we can share your information with current BU Law students
interested in participating in our study abroad programs.

a) Will you share your personal email address with students who request to contact

former program patrticipants?
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NO

b) Will you share your final study abroad report (with any identifying information
redacted) in a binder housed in the OGIP?
YES
NO

Please write your Final Study Abroad Report below.
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My experience studying at the Universidad de Buenos Aires (“UBA”) was an incredibly
enriching experience and one of the highlights of my law school journey. My semester at the
UBA not only taught me substantive information about international and Argentine law but also
introduced me to a rich and unique culture and gave me a glimpse into what life is like in Latin
America. Overall, the exchange supplemented my legal education by deepening my
understanding of comparative law and taught me new cultural competence that will be vital for
working in international legal settings.

The quality of the faculty at the UBA is top-notch. Throughout the semester, you will
often hear faculty and administrative staff boast about how the UBA is considered one of the
best, if not the best, law schools in Latin America. Many professors themselves graduated from
the UBA and see teaching at the university as a way of giving back to the community and
institution that gave them so much in terms of their careers and personal development. The law
school is massive, with over 23,000 students enrolled in both undergraduate and postgraduate
studies. As a result, the profiles of the professors and law faculty range widely. In my case, I was
enrolled in three classes: Genocide and Memory; Advanced International Criminal Law; and
Philosophical Foundations of Human Rights. My Genocide and Memory professor taught full-
time, primarily in the school of sociology, but offered one class at the law school. My
International Criminal Law professor was a former prosecutor who now teaches full-time at the
UBA. My legal philosophy professor taught part-time in the evenings and was a judge as his full-
time profession.

Most professors are still full-time attorneys, so many classes are offered either in the
morning or evening — very few classes are offered in the afternoon. The course catalog itself is
massive and closely resembles undergraduate course offerings in the United States in terms of
variety and specificity. The only restriction international students have is that they cannot enroll
in virtual classes, as those are reserved for Argentine students who often commute for an hour to
get to the law school. The academic rigor at the UBA is noteworthy but not as demanding as
what I experienced at BU. While the courses I took were intellectually stimulating and provided
valuable insights, the workload was lighter, with less reading compared to BU courses. Class
discussions often emphasized theoretical and contextual understanding over detailed case
analysis or intensive writing. However, exams and essays still required a strong grasp of the
material, particularly given the high level of Spanish needed to engage with complex legal and
philosophical texts.

The law school is home to 16 former presidents of Argentina and one Nobel laureate, a
distinction prominently displayed throughout the halls of the university. The law school building
itself is also a sight to behold and is a distinguished city landmark. While the outside of the
building is a beautiful example of neoclassical architecture, the inside of the building and its
facilities leave a lot to be desired compared to a U.S. law school. Classroom seating consists of
church-like wooden benches that are not very conducive to note-taking; there is no central
heating or cooling system in the building, which means classrooms can get incredibly hot during
the summer months and cold in the winter; classrooms do not have many accessible outlets; and
internet connectivity is spotty and weak when it works. However, these faults are also part of the
charm of the university’s charm and weren’t a significant barrier to learning.



Students should know that having a high level of Spanish is imperative for both academic
and personal success in the exchange program. Professors love having international students and
will, in my experience, be relatively lenient when it comes to grading and assessments. However,
the Argentine dialect is notoriously unique and can be difficult to understand in some instances.
Reading assignments, which often consist of case law, articles, and books, inherently require a
high level of Spanish reading comprehension. Additionally, midterm and final exams are similar
to those in the U.S., where professors give a factual scenario and students are expected to write a
long-answer legal analysis. Other forms of evaluation can consist of written essays and oral
exams — involving a one-on-one meeting with the professor or a teaching assistant, who asks you
individual questions on the material for 10-15 minutes.

Apart from the academic part of the exchange program, living in Buenos Aires is truly a
dream. The city is known as the “Paris of South America” for a reason — many buildings
throughout the city have Spanish and French architectural influence. The city closely resembles
Madrid or Paris rather than other Latin American capitals such as Lima or Bogota. Vegetarians
and vegans beware, as the food in Argentina is a meat-lover’s dream. The asado-culture is an
Argentine staple, and getting invited to an Argentine’s house to enjoy an asado is a must while
here. Live music shows, particularly rock and electronic dance music, have some of the greatest
crowds I have ever been a part of and [ now understand why so many rock artists have said
Buenos Aires and Argentina, generally speaking, have the best crowds in the world. Buenos
Aires is a city with vibrant nightlife and a late-starting daily rhythm, offering unique cultural
experiences compared to those in the U.S. On the flip side, bakeries and cafes, another integral
part of “portefio” culture, do not start opening up until 9 or 10 in the morning because of the
nocturnal tendencies of the city.

While the city is wonderful in many ways, students should be acutely aware of the -
political and economic situation of the country before traveling. Inflation rose by over 250% in
2024, and the Argentine peso has been devalued, with the exchange rate now around 1,000 pesos
to 1 U.S. dollar as of December 2024. This devaluation, combined with stagnant wages, has
pushed over 55% of the population below the poverty line and contributed to rising crime and
theft. While I was fortunate to avoid being a victim, I know others who had phones or wallets
forcibly stolen during their time here. That said, I did not find Buenos Aires to be more
dangerous than a typical metropolitan U.S. city. By being prudent and avoiding unsafe areas,
students can mitigate potential risks. The economic crisis has also made Argentina much more
expensive. Prices in 2024 are comparable to those in a mid-sized U.S. city. For example, I spent
roughly $200 monthly on groceries, $35 on a gym membership, $30 on public transportation,
and between $100-$150 on dining out, depending on the area, per month. The polarized and
tense political situation has also directly affected universities. During my time in Buenos Aires,
the new government proposed massive university budget cuts. As a result, the semester was
filled with both faculty and administrative strikes which often meant the law school was
completely closed on these days.

For safety and convenience reasons, students should primarily look to stay in one of the
following neighborhoods: Recoleta, Palermo, Belgrano, Colegiales, Caballito, or Villa Crespo.
These neighborhoods, generally, are more expensive than other neighborhoods in Buenos Aires.
I lived in Recoleta and paid around $600 a month for a one-bedroom apartment that was a 20-



minute walk from the law school. Depending on what you are looking for, one-bedroom and
studio apartments can range from $400-800 on AirBnB.



Goals and Expectations for Studying Law at UBA

My academic goals at the University of Buenos Aires were to 1)learn legal and
business vocabulary 2) to be fluent in reading, writing, listening, and speaking in Spanish
3) to learn about the Argentinean civil law structure 4) to learn about international
comparative law. 5) to learn about what the practice of law in Argentina and the
Americas is really like.

My first goal is really a prerequisite to my other goals, for without knowledge of
legal and business vocabulary it would be very difficult to learn the law well here. 1
found it necessary to put in a strong initial effort into learning these words and concepts
in order to get up to speed as quickly as possible in my classes. A dicﬁonary and a legal
dictionary are both good methods towards this end. Also, trying to learn each new word
from context is an important part of learning the nuances of a word. Luckily, many of the
concepts in law were the same as the ones I have studied. It took about a month and a
half to really become comfortable with all these new words specific to legal issues.

My second goal of becoming fluent in all areas of Spanish I fear will be a constant
work in progress. It is learning process that will never end. Having said this I have made
much progress in my five months here. In addition to speaking, listening, reading, and
writing every day on my own I took a Spanish course offered through the University. I
also hired a private tutor for two hours a week to help me with pronunciation and special
areas of grammar and syntax. While I have not obtained complete fluency in my five
months studying in Buenos Aires I have made significant progress toward that goal and
simply having a goal of fluency has helped to push me along in my individual studies.

My third goal of learning the Argentinean civil law structure is something that
I’m discovering on my own through my classes. If I really wanted to learn the civil law

structure well, then taking a specific class in this subject would have been a good idea



since most professors assume the students know the structure and the Argentinean
legislative system through the basic courses every student must take at UBA. Likewise,
all my courses deal mostly with understanding the law on the books and its application,
rather than procedure. I think a three day orientation dealing with some of these basic
differences between Anglo-Saxon and European law would be an excellent supplement to
studies here at UBA.

Through my course selection I have made progress towards my fourth goal of
learning about international comparative law. Two of my courses deal precisely in this
area. One course is a basic course on international private law. The first part of the
course deals with history and theory while the second deals with specific legal issues.
The historical analysis of international law is quite stimulating and valuable to
understanding the underpinnings of international law. I am also taking another course on
the legal challenges of globalization. Once again, it is a timely and interesting course that
touches upon many facets of international business, such as oil, finance, and
multinational corporations.

My fifth goal is learning about what life is actually like practicing law here.
Many of my professors are currently practicing law in Buenos Aires and they often will
bring anecdotes to class. Likewise, most of my fellow students also work in addition to
attending class, so I sometimes here stories from them. There seem to be many
opportunities at UBA for learning about professional practice as I have seen posters
around the building. Ihave some meetings planned later this month with individuals

currently in practice and hope to ask them a little more about subject.



UBA - Final Report

I am often asked the question, “Amy, how was your time in Argentina?” I usually
respond with something like “Fabulous!” or “Wonderful!”, but in reality those words do
not quite express what a life-changing experience I had in during my semester at the
Universidad de Buenos Aires (UBA).

I arrived in Buenos Aires ﬁof exactly sure what to expect. The BU Stﬁdy Abroad
Office warned mé_ of the size of UBA and its relative disorganization compared to
American universities. During the summer I received a packet of information from UBA
which listed its law school enrollment at 30,000 students. Having been born and raised in
a mid-western town of 40;000, UBA sounded to me like a small city. Luckily, I had
spent a year studying at the Universidad de Complutense in Madrid, with a student
population around 160,000, so the ideaof a large, disorganized, public institution did not
sound quite as daunting. |

The law school at UBA is housed in a very large building in the center of the city.
Inside students find classrooms, a swimming pool, a gym, a boxing ring, multiple
cafeterias, pharmacies and photocopy centers. The photocopy centers are very important
because UBA does not use textbooks. Professors drop off reading materials at the
various copy centers thioughout the building and it is the students’ responsibility to go to
the copy centers and pick up the course materials. The complicated part, however, is
finding which copy center to go to — the professors were not always great at making it
clear or easy. In addition, the professors did not always clarify what from the reading
material students were required to read for each class. At times it took a great deal of

. independence and self-motivation to keep up.



At UBA I took four classes, or fourteen credits: Efficiency and Validity of
Argentina Law, Law and Economics, Markets and Institutions and Theory of Distributive
Justice. In Efficiency and Validity of Argentine Law we discussed the reasons why
Argentina, as a nation, has a history of disregard for the law. We read Argentine scholars
as well as Argentine literary‘greats, such as Borges, in order to come to a conclus_ion of
how Argentina can better foster a respect for the law and legal institutions in the country.
For my final project I analyzed a_recent Argentine Supreme Court decision which finally
a]loWéd class actions in the Argentine legal system.

The leading scholar of law and economics at UBA taught Law and Economics the
semester I studied there. She had written two books on the topic, both of which were
required reading material. The course was a very typical law and economics course,
drawing upon Posner and Coase. We spent the secondlhalf of the semester studying how
law and economics can be used in environmental policy. The final grade was determined
by three exams throughout the course.

‘Markets and Institutions began with a general overview of the stock market,
which was relatively basic and simplistic. The second half of the course focused on the
Argentine markets and reasons why Brazil was so far ahead of Argentina in terms of
economic gfowth. The course had no reading material and was 1tvaased solely on lecture.
The professor determined the final grade through class participation and a final exam.

One of UBA'’s most respected scholars taught the Theory of Distributive Justice
course. He was an older man and really enjoyed having exchange students at UBA. The
course was very heavy in required reading. We read Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau, Rawls,

Hart, Dworkin and Bentham, to name a few. Because many of these legal philosophers



wrote in English and English is my native language, the professor brought photocopies of
many of the readings to me each week in English. It was very important to him that I got
the m;)st possible out of the course and the readings, and less important to him in what
language I read the texts. The final grade was calculated by combining our mid-term and
final exam scores.

Although I did learn a great deal through my courses and professors, the greatest
learning experiences came by way of the Argentine people. I lived in Spain for eleven
months and never felt fully integrated into the culture. In Argentina, within a week, I felt
as though I was one of them. The students invited me to study groups, to partiés, to have
dinner at their apartments, even to Sunday afternoon aséa’os, barbeques, with their
families.

It was very fortunate for me that the Argentine people were so welcoming,
because the study abroad program in Argentina is not a typical study abroad program.
Speaking to peers that studied abroad, I realized how different my experience really was.
UBA does not provide any type of housing for students, so I was left to find my own
apartment in the city through Craigslist. There were no weekly get-togethers for foreign
exchange studenté and no organized group revents (minus one welcome dinner that I was
unable to attend).' In fact, although I received a list with the contact information of the
other eight American exchange students, I only actually met one of them — and that was
only because he happened to be very good friends with a co-worker from my summer at
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher. However, I was never lonely. I traveled with my Argentine
friends, took tango lessons with my American friend, had friends and family visit from

the United States, and spent hours upon hours exploring the city with my chihuahua,



Riley, who traveled with me from the United States. The museums and culture in Buenos
Aires can compete witﬁ any top European city.

To sum up what it takes to succeed at UBA in one word, I- woul‘d say
“independence”. This is not a program where the educational system is easy to figure out
and friends are certainly not handed to you upon arrival. However, all of that is what
makes the program so enriching. Next fall I will be starting work at Gibson Dunn in New
York, Working mainly in the global finance and project finance departments. Gibson
Dunn does a substantial amount of work with Latin and South America and T am very
excited to see what my South American experience can bring to the group. I have always
hoped to work on a global scale and my time in Argentina only fueled this desire. I am
very open to the possibility of someday working in a South American office of an
American firm and eager to utilize the knowledge gained from UBA in my day-to-day

experience as an attorney.



