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o Human Rights,
o Consumer Law.

o I would recommend taking Professor Daniela Caruso’s European Law course prior to
attending the Paris course.

o If not, at least read an introductory book on European Union Law over the summer
before the academic year begins.

o It will make your life so much easier.

European Institutions 

Course Summary 

o According to the Course Syllabus, European Institutions covers “the nature, the
architecture and the institutional system of the European Union. It also discusses the main
features of the European legal order and the relations of this order with the law of
Member States. It focuses on burning issues, such as the institutional reforms set up in
order to face the economic crisis, the migrant crisis, or the Brexit. It is quite an intensive
class as it is both aimed to give the basis…and to further develop the main institutional
and legal order issues…”

Good books to read (or at least skim) during the summer prior to the course: 

o R. Schütze, An Introduction to EU Law, Cambridge University Press, latest edition
o C. Barnard and S. Peers, European Union Law, OUP, latest edition

Course Topics (According to the Course Syllabus) 

#1.- From the Schumann Declaration to the Lisbon Treaty and from 6 to 27 Member States 
#2.- Who is doing What?- The Institutional Organization of the EU and the Distribution of 
Competence 
#3.- How specific is EU Law? An Autonomous Legal Order 
#4.- How Can the EU Face the Crisis? Is the EU itself in crisis? 
#5.- “A Federation of Member States”: An oxymora? – Being a State within the EU 
#6.- A True Legal Order at the European Level 
#7.- The European Judiciary 
#8.- The Political Role of the ECJ 
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Grading: 

50% Presentation 
25% Oral participation 
25% Written Exam 

o I thought the course provided an excellent foundation and overview for the remainder of
the year.

o Try to do the readings before class.
o Pay attention and learn the structure and types of EU government, law, and lawmaking

bodies well. It is very important.
o You will rely on this information for the rest of the year.
o Try to participate as much as possible.
o The professors really appreciate this, and it prevents a lot of awkward silences.

History of the European Idea 

Course Topics (According to the Course Syllabus) 

o Lecture1 -European cultural heritage (I): General background
o Lecture 2 -European cultural heritage (II): The political legacy of Classical Antiquity
o Lecture 3 -European cultural heritage (III): Christian Europe
o Lecture 4 -From Roman law to European law (I): Rome and “The invention of Law in the

West”
o Lecture 5 -From Roman law to European law (II): The Ius commune
o Lecture 6 -From Roman law to European law (III): towards the Civil law tradition
o Lecture 7 -Europe as political entity (I): The rise of national Sovereignty
o Lecture 8-Europe as political entity (II): The Revolutionary Period
o Lecture 9-European as political entity (III): the redrawing of the Europe’s political map

and the burden of nationalism
o Lecture 10 -European as political entity (IV): The Interwar Period
o Lecture 11-The making of Europe (I): the birth of the European community (1950-1957)
o Lecture 12 -The making of Europe (II): United in diversity?

Grading: 

50% Research Paper 
30% Oral Presentation 
20% Class participation 
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judgments, in the field of civil and commercial matters, as well as in family matters. 
Emphasis will be put on intra-European relationships, but the course will also examine 
the interaction of the European judicial area with the rest of the world.”  

Course Topics (According to the Course Syllabus) 

Chapter 1 Introduction to EU Private International Law -The concept of a common area of 
justice 
Chapter 2 The distinction between European and international 

• Territorial scope of application of the Brussels Ibis Regulation
• Territorial scope of application of Regulations Rome I and Rome II

Chapter 3 The free movement of judgments. Recognition and enforcement of judgments given in 
a Member State 

• Grounds for refusal of recognition and enforcement of judgments given in a Member
State

• Procedural aspects
Chapter 4 Parallel proceedings –Preventive and curative approaches. Legal certainty versus 
flexibility 
Chapter 5 EU PIL for contracts 

• Party autonomy: Choice of court and choice of law
• The limits of party autonomy
• Rules applicable in the absence of a choice made by the parties.

Chapter 6 EU PIL for torts 
• Rules on jurisdiction in matters relating to tort
• Choice of law rules in matters relating to tort

Chapter 7 EU PIL for families 

Recommended Textbooks (According to the Course Syllabus) 

The following books are recommended by the Professor: 
• Michael Bogdan, Marta Pertegás Sender, Concise Introduction to EU Private

International Law, Europa Law Publishing, 2019.
• Peter Stone, Private International Law in the European Union, 4th ed., Elgar European

Law, 2018.
• Geert van Calster, European Private International Law, Hart Publishing, latest edition.
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Grading 

The assessment means for the Private International Law module was a take-home examination 
that we had to complete in three hours (50%). In addition, we were evaluated on a group 
presentation (25%) and oral class participation (25%). 

Final Thoughts 

o There is a lot of information to learn in Private International Law.
o This course is one of the main reasons why I stated previously that it is important to pay

attention in the European Institutions course.
o If you do not get a good grasp of the basics in European Institutions, you may find it

quite challenging to catch up, here.
o Some of the material can be quite dry.
o However, you must learn it.
o The more you participate in class, the more engaged you will be with the material.

Four Freedoms 

o According to the 2020-2021 Course Syllabus for Four Freedoms, “The Course deals with
the law of the internal market. This substantive law, which is based on the economic
freedoms (free movement of goods, freedom of establishment, freedom to provide
services, free movement of persons, freedom of the movement of capital and of
payments), constitutes the cornerstone of European integration. The aim of this course is
to give an in-depth knowledge on this area by focusing not only on the specific freedoms
but also understanding the transversal issues proper to all the freedoms as well as
understanding the new challenges and boundaries of the internal market.”

o The course focuses heavily on classroom participation – specifically on case
presentations in which students present several cases either alone or in groups.

Course Topics (According to the Course Syllabus) 

1- General Introduction on Free Movement (2 hours)
2- Free Movement of Goods (3 hours)
3- Keck and the Boundaries of Free Movement I (2 hours)
4- Keck and the Boundaries of Free Movement II (2 hours)
5- Free Movement and Taxation (2 hours)]
6- Freedom of Establishment (3 hours)
7- Fundamental Freedoms and Fundamental Rights (2 hours)
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8- Free Movement and Public Order (2 hours)
9- Free Movement and Proportionality (2 hours)
10- Free Movement of Services – The Gambling Saga (2 hours)
11- Free Movement and Monopolies (1 hour)]
12- Free Movement and Public Procurement (1 hour)
13- Free Movement and Digitalization (1 hour)
14- Free Movement of Persons and Citizenship 1 (2 hours)
15- The Limits of Free Movement of Persons and Citizenship 1 (1 hour)

Grading 

70% Individual Paper 
30% Classroom Participation 

Final Thoughts 

o I enjoyed the flexibility of the final paper in that the professor allowed use to make our
own decisions regarding the selection of a topic based upon our specific subject matter
interests.

o In doing so, I was able to learn a lot more from the course.

Financial Markets 

Course Topics (According to the Course Syllabus) 

Lesson 1: Legislation and Authorities 
Lessons 2: Markets in financial instruments 
Lessons 3: Issuers 
Lessons 4: Customers and Investors 
Lesson 5: Financial system’s security 
Lesson 6: Market abuse and Money laundering 

Grading 

Classroom participation is key for this portion of the course. The grade for the entire module 
(100%) is based upon classroom participation. 
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Final Thoughts 

o The professor is strict but fair in grading as long as you do the reading and participate
liberally in class.

o It helps to have a sincere interest in financial markets law.
o I didn’t, but I participated actively in class and did just fine.

External Relations 

o This module was a very short, intensive deep dive into external relations between the
European Union and international entities, building upon prior knowledge of the inner
workings of the government and judicial system of the European Union.

Course Topics Covered (According to the Course Syllabus) 

I. Legal Personality of the European Union and External Competences under the EU and
TFEU Treaties
II. Negotiation and Conclusion of International Agreements
III. Legal Effects of International Agreements and International Law in the EU Legal Order
IV. Common Commercial Policy
V. Relations between the European Union and the WTO
VI. Relations between the European Union and the UN

Recommended Textbooks 

o Any good textbook on external relations between the European Union and international
entities. The professor recommended several textbooks.

Grading 

Assessment was through classroom participation, individual and group presentations, and the 
completion of a 5,500 - 6,000 word final paper. 

Consumer Law 

The course gives a comprehensive overview of the workings of Consumer Law in the European 
Union. 
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Grading 

Group presentation 
Final Paper 
Classroom participation 

Human Rights 

o According to the 2020-2021 Human Rights Course Syllabus, “The objective of the course
is to enable students to: (1) Understand the architecture for the protection of fundamental
rights in Europe in a global perspective; (2) Identify the core challenges that arise in the
protection of fundamental rights in Europe today; (3) Evaluate the institutional dynamics
at play in the European multilevel human rights system through the analysis of case
studies.”

Course Topics (According to the Course Syllabus) 

o Course topics covered include the right to due process, the rights to strike, the right to
vote, and the right to abortion.

o Lecture 1: Introduction
o Lecture 2: Challenges: Rule of Law Crisis
o Lecture 3: Challenges: Brexit
o Lecture 4: Challenges: Privacy
o Lecture 5: European Multilevel Human Rights System
o Lecture 6: The Right to Due Process
o Lecture 7: The Right to Vote
o Lecture 8: The Right to Strike
o Lecture 9: The Right to Abortion

Grading 

80% In-class Group Presentation 
20% In-class Participation 
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collective bargaining and right to strike. Then the course will focus more deeply on the 
scope of EU equality law including: the proof of direct, indirect, systemic discrimination 
and harassment law. Examples of grounds of discrimination covered include sex, gender 
discrimination and parental rights. We will debate on questions such as multiple 
discrimination and positive action in litigation with respect to racial discrimination. The 
rising challenge of age, disability discrimination and reasonable accommodation in terms 
of effective implementation. It is an interactive course focused on cases studies to 
understand the trends in EU employment and labor law and the tools for strategic 
litigation.”  

Recommended Textbook 

o Mercat-Bruns, Marie. Discrimination at Work: Comparing European, French, and
American Law. Oakland: University of California Press, 2016. doi:
http://dx.doi.org/10.1525/luminos.11

Grading 

2 grades: 
- Final paper (50% of the final mark)
- Oral participation in class + questions for class + one oral presentation on a controversy (50%)

Intellectual Property 

o Intellectual Property was offered as the final module of the course. It provides a solid
foundation in Intellectual Property law practice in the European Union. The course
focuses heavily on classroom participation – specifically on case presentations in which
students present several cases either alone or in groups.

Course Topics (According to the Course Syllabus) 

1. Introduction
2. Historical Development
3. Intellectual Property (IP) and the TFEU
4. Secondary Legislation
5. Competition Law and IP
6. International IP Law
7. IP and Free Movement of Goods
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8. Patent Law
9. Copyright Law
10. Trademark Law
11. IP & Competition Law

Grading 

100% Final examination (Take home) 

Life Outside of Class 

Quality of life  

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, I did not travel to Paris. I did the entire Universite Paris II 
Pantheon-Assas program online from home. I had several family members who became ill with 
COVID-19, two of whom died, so I needed to stay close to home. In the end, it did not matter 
that I stayed home. By the third week of October, Paris went on a lockdown with nightly 
government-enforced curfews that did not end for the rest of the academic year. The University 
first prohibited in-class attendance, then limited the number of people who could attend in-
person classes.  

Financial Aid 

I continued receiving my BU scholarship funds during my time in Paris. 

Housing 

Not applicable. I was at home in the United States. 

Social 

Classmates in the European Union Law course came from around the world. In my year, students 
originated from the UK, Germany, Brazil, Greece, the Netherlands, South Korea, France, and 
from a variety of other different law schools within the United States. There were 16 students in 
all. I enjoyed interacting with these students, learning about their customs, and learning about 
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how law is practiced in their respective countries. Many of the foreign students are practicing 
attorneys. I found the students in the program to be quite friendly. 

Outside of class, my understanding is that cafes, restaurants, museums, and bars were closed for 
most of the year. Many popular tourist destinations were also closed. There were ample 
opportunities to get to know people online through WhatsApp, Zoom, and video chats. However, 
I am sure nothing is better than being there in person. Please refer to reports from students who 
were there in person. 

Final Thoughts on the Paris LLM 

o In summary, I was glad I completed the Paris LLM.
o I now feel comfortable interacting with lawyers from many parts of the world as opposed

to the US, only.
o My belief is that the world is growing and expanding at such a rapid rate that completing

a law school education without an international component is no longer sufficient.
o I believe this is even true even if you do not want to practice law outside of the United

States.
o International clients and companies will likely come to you regardless of where you

practice law in the United States.
o In all, for these reasons and more, studying abroad was the right decision for me.



FINAL STUDY ABROAD REPORT 
INSTRUCTIONS: 

1) Please provide a written assessment of  your experience abroad this past term in light of
your academic and educational objectives.  In particular, please touch on the following:
your overall experience at the foreign institution, the quality of the faculty and the quality
and availability of courses offered.  Please also comment on other topics you feel might
be helpful to future students, such as quality of life, financial, housing, social or other
considerations that had an impact on your experience.  Your report need not be longer
than two pages.

2) Please indicate whether we can share your information with current BU Law students
interested in participating in our study abroad programs.

a) Will you share your personal email address with students who request to contact
former program participants?

YES □ X 
NO □ 

b) Will you share your final study abroad report (with any identifying information
redacted) in a binder housed in the OGIP?

YES □X
NO   □

Please write your Final Study Abroad Report below. 

Name:   ______________________________ 

Semester/Institution:  ___PARIS II – PANTHEON- ASSAS AY2020-2021____ 

REPORT: 

The opportunity to participate in the Paris II LLM program allowed me to meet my 

educational objectives that I set out. Namely, I was able to get a comprehensive overview of 



European law as I intended. Secondly, having a degree from the top law school in Paris also 

gives me more opportunity for jobs in Europe through name recognition and reputation. 

Receiving a degree from the Paris II program also allowed me to explore options to remain in 

France or Europe after, which was always my intention. Not only were the classes informative 

about European Law, but it gave me a greater sense of international law and an international 

perspective on the law itself.  

Sharing a classroom with several different nationalities from all over the globe gave the 

classes a cosmopolitan flavor and made me more prepared to address international law and its 

formalities. The classes were all taught by world-class law professors, and I feel as though I had 

access to them when I needed to understand more. Though classes were often interrupted or 

delayed due to COVID and scheduling concerns, I still feel as though I got a complete education. 

Unfortunately, the degree from the program does not allow us to qualify for the job seeker’s visa 

(no student has yet been successful), so interested students must find other ways to stay—like 

pursuing other study programs, getting an entrepreneur or talent visa, etcetera.  

The administration is also rather difficult to work on these matters and requires 

persistence and constant follow up from the students to receive any kind of support or clarity. A 

program that sets Law students up with legal internships abroad would also be appreciated, to get 

a professional footing in the industry, which is notoriously hard to break into. Setting up BU Law 

students for international careers would help set them apart from the pack, and would increase 

global renown. Overall, this is what previous students have mentioned about the program: you 

must be self-sufficient and a strong advocate for yourself.  

While the LLM program does not qualify us for the job seekers visa, but there are other 

ways to stay in France, like I intended for my career after law school. I will be renewing my visa 



in France and pursuing my beginning law career in France. I have made connections and 

valuable contacts through the program, from my fellow colleagues to the professors and their 

networks. I believe I reached what I set out to achieve: a broad overview on European law and a 

solid foot in the door to remain in France or Europe if I so desire. 



FINAL STUDY ABROAD REPORT 
INSTRUCTIONS: 

1) Please provide a written assessment of  your experience abroad this past term in light of
your academic and educational objectives.  In particular, please touch on the following:
your overall experience at the foreign institution, the quality of the faculty and the quality
and availability of courses offered.  Please also comment on other topics you feel might
be helpful to future students, such as quality of life, financial, housing, social or other
considerations that had an impact on your experience.  Your report need not be longer
than two pages.

2) Please indicate whether we can share your information with current BU Law students
interested in participating in our study abroad programs.

a) Will you share your personal email address with students who request to contact
former program participants?

YES X 
NO □ 

b) Will you share your final study abroad report (with any identifying information
redacted) in a binder housed in the OGIP?

YES X
NO   □

Please write your Final Study Abroad Report below. 

Name:   __ _________________________ 

Semester/Institution:  _Paris II, 2020-2021 Academic Year_____________ 

REPORT: 

Overall, I found my experience at Paris II worthwhile and exceedingly beneficial for both 
my academic and professional goals. I was really able to develop a good understanding of the 
European law framework over the course of the year. In applying to the program, I wanted to 
gain a more comprehensive understanding of European Law and the functioning of the European 
Union from both a comparative and international law perspective to provide the necessary 



academic foundation to further my professional goal of working in the international finance and 
business law space post-graduation.  

In most of the classes that we had, we were evaluated through our participation in 
discussions in class, oral presentations, and final papers. This is different from my courses in law 
school where we were primarily evaluated through a final examination. I thought this teaching 
style, though different, was engaging. However, there was definitely a learning curve in adapting 
to this teaching style. I particularly enjoyed the European Finance, Competition Law, and Private 
International Law classes, which were extremely interesting and a nice complement to the 
courses I was able to take in the US prior to my study abroad. Competition Law in particular 
focused on the interaction between EU and US law and how each independent system allowed 
for certain developments in the other. I also found that it was beneficial for us as students to be 
taught by professors from all over Europe that were experts in their field. They were able to offer 
a lot of great insight and advice we wouldn’t have otherwise. 

One of the best experiences of the program was the two-day seminar we were able to take 
with the Academy of European Law, which normally offers training in European law to lawyers 
and judges in Europe. Many of the individuals we were able to hear speak worked at the Court of 
Justice of the European Union and offered an interesting perspective of what it was like to 
litigate at the EU level. They were able to provide great career advice and it supported what we 
had learned in class previously with more hands-on experience and real world application.  

My study abroad also contained an independent study which I completed with Professor 
Rachel Thrasher at Boston University. I chose to write about the trade relationship between the 
European Union and the Russian Federation, and more specifically, how the existing trade 
agreements and legal framework could be amended to encourage a more beneficial relationship. 
This served as a nice complement to the coursework I was completing at Paris II, and I was able 
to use what I had learned in my courses, in particular the External Relations course, to develop 
some of the legal arguments in my research paper. 

This program also allowed for me to improve my French language skills both through 
voluntary French lessons taken at the university and independent practice, which was another 
goal I had for my time studying abroad. The French classes were really helpful with reading and 
grammar, and being in Paris allowed for further development of my speaking and comprehension 
skills. I was really happy with the progress I made and plan to continue my studies in French 
language. 

For the most part, I thought the quality of instruction was good but the administration was 
disorganized. However, I think some of the issues that we faced were a result of the program 
taking place amidst the global pandemic. Classes did not appear to follow a set schedule, and the 
schedule changed frequently with little notice. This made it difficult to prepare assignments 
ahead of time, and some weeks were very busy whereas other weeks we had virtually no classes. 
For instance, we had a very light schedule in the Fall, but the workload was almost 
unmanageable through January and February. Even with these administrative issues, I would still 
do the program again and recommend it to others. 
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your academic and educational objectives.  In particular, please touch on the following:
your overall experience at the foreign institution, the quality of the faculty and the quality
and availability of courses offered.  Please also comment on other topics you feel might
be helpful to future students, such as quality of life, financial, housing, social or other
considerations that had an impact on your experience.  Your report need not be longer
than two pages.

2) Please indicate whether we can share your information with current BU Law students
interested in participating in our study abroad programs.

a) Will you share your personal email address with students who request to contact
former program participants?

YES X 
NO □ 

b) Will you share your final study abroad report (with any identifying information
redacted) in a binder housed in the OGIP?

YES X
NO   □

Please write your Final Study Abroad Report below. 

Name:   _______________________________________________________ 

Semester/Institution: Year-long, Paris 2 EU LLM_2020-2021_______________________



REPORT: 

The program was not exactly what I had expected. Many of the opportunities (such as travelling 

to the courts or other institutions) were not possible due to COVID. I think those would have 

enabled a greater practical understanding of the way the EU operates. The real benefit, even 

during COVID times was the ability to live and adapt to a different culture. Additionally, with 

the small cohort it was easy to get to know each of my classmates on a personal level and build 

professional relationships with lawyers across the world. 

The educational content of the program was severely lacking. The professors were of very low 

quality, the program was not challenging, and little was actually learned. Beyond that the 

program as extremely unbalanced (while random weekly schedules and frequent changes were 

expected, the vast majority of the classes were in January and February). One course also had 

half of the classes in November and then the second half in April with a cumulative final. The 

program was also poorly administered, with very little communication between those running the 

program and us, as well as between those running the program and the professors. The fact the 

program is set and there is not much flexibility was not much of an issue for me (you can replace 

one class with independent research, but that seems very difficult to set up – especially 

considering the fact that when you need to do it you know virtually no professors, although if 

you ask for help it could be possible they could connect you with someone). However, for some 

others in the program they were very frustrated with having to take an IP course or an 

environmental course for example. Confusion was rampant and while the professors were poor in 

their teaching, the confusion about they had surrounding the program made some classes almost 

unbearable. The other thing to mention is there is a LOT of group work and presentations. To the 

point where some classes are more listening to your fellow classmates speak than the professors 



themselves. The amount of group work almost is more time consuming than if it were to be 

individual work. While the group work overall did not bother me much, like any group work it 

can be very frustrating depending on who you are paired/grouped with.  

While I think during non-COVID times the program would be worth considering on a personal 

level (plenty of time to travel, not demanding, cultural experiences, strong friendships), on an 

educational level this program is not worth someone’s time.  

Quality of life was a little rough at some points in Paris due to lockdown. While hopefully that is 

not a problem for future students, I think it is important to consider how much more control the 

French government has over their citizens than in the United states. So if something does come 

up many liberties could potentially be restricted.  

Finances were roughly the same as in Boston. Housing at City was very inexpensive and 

provided a nice community environment, but was a very small space and was not the quietest 

environment. If you don’t mind the noise and a small amount of space it is a great fit. Housing 

can be expensive though depending on how nice of an apartment you have and if you have 

roommates. Most housing is a studio or one bedroom it appears, although it is possible to find 

places to live with roommates, just fewer options. Food is slightly more expensive and people 

shop frequently (fruits/vegetables/meat have a shorter shelf life).  
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REPORT: 

Upon arriving in Paris, I took the RER B from the Charles de Gaulle airport to my apartment at 
Cité Universitaire. Cité Universitaire has dorm-style housing that is pretty affordable (610 
euros/month) and the housing is divided by country, so I stayed at the American House 
(Fondation des États-Unis). You need to apply for this housing as soon as possible in order to be 
assured housing there, but it is a great place to live and very close to the RER B line (literally 
across the street). The staff there is extremely accommodating and friendly. Cité is located in the 
14th arrondissement.  

As for food, Paris does have your standard delivery options: UberEats, Deliveroo, etc. There is 
also a crêpe place right outside the American House with the friendliest owners. Also, 
completely across Paris, there’s an incredible boulangerie, Boulangerie Utopie, in the 11th 
arrondissement. It’s worth the hour trip across Paris, trust me. There are dozens of cafés as well, 
scattered all throughout Paris.  

All of the classes are held at the IDC (Institut de Droit Comparé), which is on Rue Saint-
Guillaume in the 7th arrondissement, across the street from the Sciences Po campus. The French 
classes will be held at the main campus (Assas Centre), but all of the law courses are at the IDC. 
Two of the best places to go nearby for a drink or dinner are The Frog and the Princess and 
Ippudo. Both are within 10 minutes’ walk from campus. There is also the CROUS Student 
Cafeteria nearby for a cheap meal.  

As for the schedule itself, this year, we finished 2 of the 12 seminars of the program in the fall 
and completed the other 10 in the spring. We took the exam for Institutions of the European 
Union at the end of September and we received our grade for that in March. We also finished 
History of the European Idea with a final paper the first week or so of January. Every class 
except for Consumer Law and Intellectual Property was finished by mid-March, and the IP exam 
was the only remaining assignment in April.  

This year was an extraordinary year scheduling-wise, with 2 months of metro strikes (December-
early February), a global pandemic (March-May), and various other strikes throughout the year, 
including one occurring within the first week of classes in September that caused a class to be 
cancelled and subsequently rescheduled. Our Luxembourg trip also had to be rescheduled due to 
the strike, our Brussels trip was cancelled due to the pandemic, and our graduation ceremony 
was cancelled due to the pandemic, as was our class trip to Normandy. The only trip that 
occurred as scheduled was our trip to Chantilly on the first Sunday of our studies in September. 
We did get to visit Luxembourg in February and attend a Grand Chamber hearing and have a 
training day at the ERA (the European Law Academy) in Trier, Germany. The Luxembourg trip 
was certainly a highlight of the program.  

As far as classes went, most professors were knowledgeable about their subject areas and had 
varying levels of enthusiasm about teaching. Some of the highlights were Environmental Law, 
Human Rights, Labor, and Four Freedoms. Four Freedoms and Environmental Law are both co-



taught courses, but all four professors were enjoyable. Labor Law had the most energetic 
professor. Human Rights, while we took the course entirely on Zoom due to the pandemic, was 
taught by an expert in the field and it was quite enjoyable, as well. My least favorite course was 
definitely Consumer Law, as the classes were too long (up to 8 hours of that class in 1 day), with 
many assignments that were never graded or assessed.  

As part of this program, I was able to substitute one seminar (Financial Markets) for an 
Independent Project with a professor. I worked with Professor Corneloup to write a 52-page 
paper on immigration detention standards in the EU and the US. This certainly correlates to my 
post-graduate job working as a Judicial Law Clerk for the Varick Immigration Court in New 
York City as part of the U.S. Department of Justice Honors Program. I also managed to connect 
immigration to several of the other seminars that asked for final papers. For History, I wrote on 
the history of European citizenship. For Labor, I wrote on labor protections for immigrant 
workers. For Four Freedoms, I focused on free movement of persons. Because this program is 
meant to offer a broad survey of different areas of EU law, I decided in order to best develop my 
expertise in the field of law in which I am entering, I would use these different areas of EU law 
as a lens through which to examine different elements of immigration law. Learning more about 
EU law and strengthening my understanding of different facets of immigration law were also 
initial goals of the program that have been met, as well as finding a job in that field.  

In addition, as part of BU’s requirement for this program, I did my independent study on the BU 
side with Professor Caruso. I wrote 50 pages on US-EU tax laws, as well as hot topics in the 
field relating to state aid, Brexit, and the Digital Services Tax. This was an area which I was 
wholly unfamiliar with prior to the program, but now I feel as though I have a better 
understanding of this field due to this directed research and its relationship with my Four 
Freedoms class in Paris.  

This year was challenging with the many delays and issues we faced, many of which were 
unprecedented. However, I was able to travel a great deal, which was one of my initial goals, 
including trips to London, Edinburgh, Milan, Verona, Venice, Rome, Florence, Barcelona, 
Deauville, Munich, Berlin, Frankfurt, Amsterdam, Trier, Luxembourg, Potsdam, and a weekend 
trip to Boston for a moot court competition. Speaking of which, I helped judge Stone Moot Court 
from abroad, as well as competed in the ABA National Appellate Advocacy Moot Court 
competition and was a member of the Vis International Arbitration Moot Court team, which was 
scheduled to compete in Vienna in April, but ultimately, that did not happen due to the 
pandemic. Being able to travel, staying connected with my friends and classmates in Boston, and 
meeting and spending time with my friends and classmates in Paris were the best parts of this 
program. Learning about Europe in the classroom and then seeing Europe through my travels 
further strengthened my education and understanding of EU Law.  

While I did not take the offered French course, my French also improved over this past year and 
I kept up with Duolingo throughout the year, as well, making certain that my French would 
improve during my stay. I certainly feel more confident understanding French now and can write 
emails in French with ease. This was another of my original goals in the program.  



As for areas of improvement for the program, the program administrator only speaks French and 
requires emails to be sent in French, even though this is an English-speaking program. Moreover, 
there was no communication with us students about schedule changes or issues we were facing 
in the program. There was no person, ombudsperson, or liaison, in Paris that we could go to if we 
needed support or help with a situation, such as a Professor not showing up to class because he 
claimed he was not paid and nobody notifying us about the issue. The schedule would often 
change several times within 24 hours and could not be relied upon from day to day, much less 
week to week. At one point, we were scheduled to have nearly 30 hours of class in one week, 
where other weeks we would have no class or only 2 hours of class. It is very necessary to be 
organized yourself throughout this program because the program itself is not at all organized, nor 
did there seem to be much communication between the various professors and the administrator 
or between the administrator and the director. Often, we were told one day/time by the professors 
and we would receive a schedule with a different day/time. Emails often went unanswered, as 
well, and at various points, I received emails that were unprofessional from professors and 
administrators.  

Despite these issues, the 16 of us in the LLM class this year became very close. This year the 
class was composed of 5 Americans (myself, 2 from Indiana, 1 from Virginia, and 1 from 
California), 4 Germans, and the rest were from Belgium, Russia, Italy, Greece, the Philippines, 
Vietnam, and Japan. We spent a lot of time together, especially in the spring, and we often went 
to museums, dinners, and on other adventures together. What I learned from my fellow 
classmates about different legal systems around the world was truly a highlight of this program.  

Meeting and speaking with alumni of the program was also very useful, as they provided class 
outlines, notes, insight, and networking connections for us as current students. The alumni chain 
goes back several years now, and the books are also passed along from year to year for BU 
students attending the program.  

Ultimately, I am very grateful to BU Law for allowing me this unique opportunity to study and 
receive a degree in Paris. It certainly has been an unforgettable year. The experiences I have had 
and the people I have met from all around the world truly made this last year of law school 
special, educational, and gratifying. The amount of hard work I put in this year to presentations, 
writing papers, collaborating with other students, and learning EU law will certainly benefit me 
as I enter the legal profession this fall.  



FINAL STUDY ABROAD REPORT 

INSTRUCTIONS: 

1) Please provide a written assessment of your experience abroad this past term in light of

your academic and educational objectives. In particular, please touch on the following:

your overall experience at the foreign institution, the quality of the faculty and the quality

and availability of courses offered. Please also comment on other topics you feel might

be helpful to future students, such as quality of life, financial, housing, social or other

considerations that had an impact on your experience. Your report need not be longer

than two pages.

2) Please indicate whether we can share your information with current BU Law students

interested in participating in our study abroad programs.

a) Will you share your personal email address with students who request to contact

former program participants?

YES □ yes,

NO □

b) Will you share your final study abroad report (with any identifying information
redacted) in a binder housed in the OGIP?

YES □ yes

NO □

Please write your Final Study Abroad Report below. 

Semester/Institution: Paris II, full year ________________ _ 

REPORT: 

Classes were not consistent in teaching style, grading, rigor, or scheduling. Some classes 
were much more difficult than others, perhaps because they covered much more material. Most 

classes had grading that was outlined in the syllabus, but a few classes, such as the 
Environmental Law class, absolutely flouted the syllabus and chose to give grades based on a 
separate evaluation not outlined in the syllabus. The professor was a contracts expert, so it 



seemed strange that she wouldn't keep to her contract with her students. Competition law, IP, 
and Financial Markets in particular were very clear in how the classes were being graded. Most 
of my classes are graded based on one final paper and one presentation during class, but some of 
the classes seemed like they were graded based on whether the professor liked you. I definitely 
got even better at presenting, as well as asserting myself in a seminar setting. My goal of 
flexibility and new ways of learning and studying has been achieved. I'm much more 
comfortable with the presentation format now than I was before this program. 

I've also really enjoyed the French classes. The professors genuinely want to help you 
learn to speak French. They were lovely people who cared about their students outside the 
classroom. I would say that as long as you try to speak French, or at least say "I can't speak 
French, do you speak English?" in French, most people are really polite and helpful, BUT a little 
goes a long way. 

A lot of my classmates have gotten involved in clubs and activities at Pantheon Assas. 
I'm not really a club person so I haven't. Also, most of the students at Pantheon Assas are 
undergrads, so I feel a bit too old to be hanging out with them. This hasn't stopped my 
classmates from joining things like ski club or wine club, so if you like clubs, there's plenty of 
that here. I think it's a lot easiir for French speakers to get integrated, even if most of the 
students do speak English. I dH!r.\t'ftiid making friends difficult, however, I just had more ex pat 
friends than French friends. 

I found the library opening hours to be less of an issue my second semester, but we were 
also much less busy the second semester (after the end of January). The work wasn't very well 
distributed and we were incredibly overburdened the last two weeks of January, but this meant 
that the rest of the year was pretty spread out and I wasn't upset that I couldn't stay at the library 
later than 7PM. My favorite library by far is the library in the Pompidou Center (yes the modern 
art museum). There's a huge library in there that you enter in the back and it's open until lOPM! 
I can always find a seat, though there are times that there's a long line to get in. On a Sunday at 
opening time (11AM or noon), I've waited an hour to get in. It's not too bad though because the 
space is really nice and it's open so late. I don't love studying in cafes, but that's an option too. 
We had free printing at the library ifwe told the staff we were in the EU Law program. No one 
told us that we had this free printing, but once I found out about it, it was great. 

I didn't join a gym and there is only a tiny useless gym at Pantheon Assas that you must 
pay a fee to use, and then sign up for times to use the tiny gym once you've paid the fee. I went 
to yoga at Modo Yoga, which I loved, and Neoness, which was ok. Neoness was very cheap and 
easy to cancel, on top of having lots of branches all over the city. Being in Paris made me look 
at health and wellness differently than living in fitness obsessed Boston. Everyone takes their 
time, there is no lunch time 30-minute fitness classes, but it's kind of great. While it wasn't a 
goal, I learned to take my time with things more and be much more conscious in everything I'm 
doing. 

Overall, Paris reminds me a lot ofliving in NYC. It's easy to forget to take advantage of 
the cultural things, but it's valuable and fulfilling when you do. You can find a place to buy 












