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TO: Foreign-educated LLM students planning to take the Massachusetts Bar 
Examination 

FROM: Boston University School of Law 
Graduate & International Programs 

 

 

This memorandum is for Boston University School of Law LLM students who received their 
legal education abroad and plan to sit for the Massachusetts Bar Examination (“MA Bar Exam”).   

A. MA Bar Exam for Foreign Educated Attorneys 

Rule 3:01 of the Massachusetts Supreme Court and Rule VI of the Board of Bar Examiners (the  
“BBE”) make it possible for a foreign-trained law student to sit for the MA Bar Exam.   

The full text of these Rules is available here: http://www.mass.gov/courts/docs/bbe/barrules.pdf.  
It is your responsibility to read the Rules thoroughly and become familiar with the 
requirements.   

Massachusetts Supreme Court Rule 3:01 Section 3.2 states that graduates of foreign law schools 
must have a college and legal education that is, in the opinion of the BBE, similar in nature and 
quality to that of ABA-approved law schools (i.e., meets the Board’s standards of “educational 
sufficiency”).  The Rule also states that before a foreign-trained lawyer will be permitted to sit 
for the MA Bar Exam, the BBE may, in its discretion, require a foreign-trained lawyer to pursue 
further legal studies at an ABA-approved law school. 

BBE Rule VI states that a foreign-trained attorney may take the MA Bar Exam or apply to be 
admitted on motion1 after the BBE determines that his or her education is sufficient. 

B. Request for Advanced Determination of Eligibility 

A foreign-trained lawyer should request an advanced determination of his or her eligibility to 
take the MA Bar Exam. (Note the exception for students trained in Canada.2)   

																																																													
1 To be “admitted on motion” refers to being admitted to practice without taking the MA Bar 
Exam.  If certain requirements are met, the Board may excuse an applicant from taking the exam.  
S.J.C. Rule 3:01, Sections 6.1-6.2. 
 
2 Graduates of common law studies from a Canadian law school that is a member of the Law 
School Admissions Council are permitted to sit for the MA Bar Exam or to apply for admission 
on motion on the same basis as graduates from ABA-approved schools.   
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The BBE will not begin to review a foreign-trained lawyer’s eligibility to apply for admission to 
take the MA Bar Exam until the BBE receives all of the requisite documents, described below.   

Any request for an advanced determination of eligibility – accompanied by the requisite 
documents – must be made at least four (4) months prior to the application deadline to sit for the 
MA Bar Exam.   

• The application deadline for the July Bar Exam is in early May; therefore, you 
must submit your eligibility determination request by January 1 of that year. 
 

• The application deadline for the February Bar Exam is in early December; 
therefore, you must submit your eligibility determination request by August 1 of 
the preceding year. 

Note that, as explained below, an Initial LLM Official Transcript must be submitted even earlier 
than four months prior to the application deadline, whereas a Final LLM Official Transcript and 
a BU Law Degree Certificate may be submitted after the application deadline. 

Eligibility Documents 

To start, the foreign–trained lawyer must submit a cover letter (see sample at the end of this 
memorandum) that: 

1. Describes what you are seeking from the BBE,  
2. Explains the reason you are making the request, and 
3. Identifies any enclosed documents. 

The foreign–trained lawyer must also provide to the BBE the following supporting documents, 
which must be written in or translated into English: 

1. Initial LLM Official Transcript (NOTE: earlier deadline!) 
a. Immediately after registering for classes in your LLM program, you must 

submit to the BBE an Initial LLM Official Transcript certifying your 
enrollment in an LLM program at an ABA-approved law school, and 
listing your enrolled courses for the fall and spring semesters.  

b. You should submit the Initial LLM Official Transcript as early as possible, 
even if you have not received any grades yet, and even if it is significantly 
earlier than four months prior to the application deadline. You should try 
to do this immediately after the add/drop period ends, or as soon as you 
are settled in your classes, whichever is earlier. 
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c. You must request your Initial LLM Official Transcript from the BU Law 
Registrar’s Office, either in person, by fax, or through the Student Link.  
Detailed instructions for requesting a BU Law transcript can be found 
here: http://www.bu.edu/law/current-students/transcript-orders/  

d. For each course, submit a course description produced by the school (for 
example, published in the course catalog or on the school website), 
including the course content and subject matter, as well as method of 
study (i.e. classroom or long-distance learning).   
 

2. Updated LLM Official Transcript  
a. Immediately after fall semester grades are released, you must request from 

the Registrar’s Office (as instructed above) and submit to the BBE an 
Updated LLM Official Transcript, showing grades received during the 
first semester of studies.  No review of an LLM student’s eligibility to 
apply for the MA Bar Exam will begin until the BBE receives the Updated 
LLM Official Transcript.  

b. Submit any course descriptions that you did not previously provide, and 
explain in your cover letter that the other course descriptions had already 
been submitted along with your Initial LLM Official Transcript. 

 
3. Final LLM Official Transcript  

a. Within 15 days of Commencement after completing your LLM program, 
you must submit to the BBE your Final LLM Official Transcript.  When 
completing the transcript request form (as instructed above), you can ask 
the Registrar’s office to submit directly to the BBE your Final LLM 
Official Transcript, or you can send it to the BBE yourself.  You can 
complete the transcript request form before graduation, but you cannot 
obtain -- and the Registrar’s Office will not send to the BBE -- your Final 
LLM Official Transcript until 2-3 days after graduation.  

b. Please note that BU Law does not automatically send to the BBE your 
Final LLM Official Transcript as proof that you actually passed the classes 
you were required to take.  You must make a transcript request. 

c. The submission of the Final LLM Official Transcript may take place after 
the application deadline to sit for the MA Bar Exam.  However, no 
candidate will be allowed to sit for the MA Bar Exam if the BBE does not 
timely receive this final document.  

d. Submit any course descriptions that you did not previously provide, and 
explain in your cover letter that the other course descriptions had already 
been submitted along with your Initial or Updated LLM Official 
Transcripts. 
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4. Copies of all diplomas and degree certificates obtained inside and outside the 
U.S., including ALL post-secondary schools (not just law schools).  
a. To arrange for the BBE to receive your BU Law Degree Certificate, you 

must file with the Registrar’s Office the “Law School Certificate Form”, 
with your name, date of birth and address fields completed.  The 
Registrar’s Office will then include you in the electronic data file it sends 
to the BBE by the filing deadline (14 days following Commencement).  
You are encouraged to submit the BU Law School Certificate Form before 
graduation, even though the request will not be processed until 2-3 days 
after graduation.  You may also submit the BU Law School Certificate 
Form right after Commencement.  
 

5. Other Final Official Transcripts  
a. You must submit a Final Official Transcript from each college, university, 

and law school you have attended, both inside and outside the U.S. 
b. The transcripts must include the courses taken, the grade for each course, 

the degree and date awarded, and the dates of attendance.  
c. For each course appearing on these transcripts, submit a course description 

produced by the school (for example, published in the course catalog or on 
the school website), including the course content and subject matter, as 
well as method of study (i.e. classroom or long-distance learning).   
 

6. Official Certificates of Admission and of Good Standing from all of the 
jurisdictions in which you are admitted.   
a. Remember that you must be licensed to practice law in your home 

jurisdiction in order to be eligible to take the MA Bar Exam. 
 

7. Resume. 
 

C. IMPORTANT: Safe Harbor Provision.   

The BBE’s Rule VI provides a way for foreign-trained lawyers to meet the “educational 
sufficiency” standard through law studies at an ABA-approved law school in the U.S. 
Specifically, the rules state that “a graduate of a foreign law school who meets the standards set 
forth below will be deemed to have satisfied the educational sufficiency requirement . . . and will 
not be required to take further legal studies.”   These standards may be met, in part, through your 
course selection in the LLM program. 
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Any foreign-trained LLM student at Boston University School of Law planning to take the 
MA Bar Exam must: 

1. Hold a first degree in law (online and correspondence courses are not acceptable). 
 

2. Be admitted to practice in a foreign country. 
 

3. Be in good standing in the jurisdiction where you are admitted to practice. 
 
4. Successfully complete the LLM program with at least twenty-four (24) credits.   
 
5. Take Constitutional Law and Professional Responsibility.   
 
6. Take at least one (1) course in at least three (3) of the categories listed below: 
 

a. Business Organizations (including Agency and Business Organizations) 
b. Commercial Law (Contracts and UCC (Articles 1-9)) 
c. Constitutional Law 3  
d. Criminal Law 
e. Property and Estate Planning (including Descent and Distribution of Estates, 

Real Property, Trusts & Wills) 
f. Evidence (including Federal Rules), Federal Jurisdiction, Federal Rules of 

Civil Procedure, and MA Rules of Civil Procedure 
g. Professional Responsibility 4 
h. Torts and Unfair or Deceptive Business Practices 

In addition, you must pass the MPRE before applying to take the MA Bar Exam, so you will 
need to take the March test if you plan to sit for the July Bar exam.  Taking and passing the 
MPRE will not count toward the Professional Responsibility requirement.   
 
 

																																																													
3 Note that you cannot rely on the 1L Constitutional Law course to satisfy the “Constitutional 
Law” category as one of the three categories.  This category may be satisfied through the 
Introduction to American Law course or through another course with a focus on constitutional 
law, such as Advanced Constitutional Theory. 
 
4 Note that you cannot rely on the 1L Professional Responsibility course to satisfy the 
“Professional Responsibility” category as one of the three categories.  This category may be 
satisfied through another course with a focus on professional responsibility and legal ethics, such 
as Prosecutorial Ethics.		
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(Model Cover Letter for Initial Evaluation Request, and Updated Submissions) 

DATE 
 
Executive Director 
Board of Bar Examiners 
Edward W. Brooke Courthouse 
24 New Chardon Street, First Floor 
Boston, MA 02114 
 
Dear Executive Director, Board of Bar Examiners: 
 

Please accept this letter and its accompanying documents as a request for an evaluation of 
my eligibility to take the Massachusetts Bar Exam in [DATE]. 

  
I received my law degree from [COUNTRY] in [YEAR] and my legal education was in 

the [COMMON LAW or CIVIL LAW] tradition.  I am currently enrolled in the [LLM Program in 
XXXXXX at Boston University School of Law]. 

 
I have completed or am currently enrolled in the following classes:  [LIST AND INCLUDE 

AS AN ATTACHMENT A DESCRIPTION OF EACH OF YOUR FALL COURSES, ALONG 
WITH CREDIT HOURS].  

 
In the spring, I expect to take the following classes: [LIST AND INCLUDE AS AN 

ATTACHMENT A DESCRIPTION OF EACH OF YOUR SPRING COURSES, ALONG WITH 
CREDIT HOURS].  

 
As a lawyer trained in the [COMMON LAW or CIVIL LAW] tradition, I believe that these 

courses will satisfy the ‘safe harbor’ requirement of [Rule VI.3.2 [(i) or (ii) – depending on whether 
you are a common law or civil law-trained lawyer] of the Rules of the Board of Bar Examiners.   

 
I have enclosed originals [OR DULY CERTIFIED COPIES] and English translations of 

the following documents for your review: 
 
a) [AN INITIAL OR UPDATED] LLM Official Transcript from Boston University 

School of Law] 
b) Descriptions of all courses, and the method study [IF NOT PROVIDED ON THE 

TRANSCRIPTS], for all the BU Law classes in which I am currently enrolled;  
c) Official transcripts from [FOREIGN LAW SCHOOL AND ALL OTHER POST-

SECONDARY SCHOOLS]; 
d) Descriptions of all courses, including method of study I pursued at [FOREIGN LAW 

SCHOOL AND ALL OTHER POST-SECONDARY SCHOOLS LISTED IN (c)];  
e) Degree certificate from [FOREIGN LAW SCHOOL AND ALL OTHER POST-

SECONDARY SCHOOLS]; 
f) Official Certificates of Admission and of Good Standing from [ALL 

JURISDICTIONS TO WHICH YOU ARE ADMITTED]; and 
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g) A resume. 
  
Please direct your response regarding my eligibility to the following mailing address and/or 

email address:  [ADDRESS INFORMATION].  I look forward to hearing from you and thank you 
in advance for your assistance. 

 
Sincerely,  
[YOUR NAME]   


