
Importance

Personal Aspect

The Gender Galaxy Adventure: Exploring Identity through Storytelling

Future Implications

Caroline Perna

Department of Human Physiology, Boston University
Advisor: Sophie Godley, DrPH, MPH

Arvind and Chandan 

Nandlal Kilachand 

Honors College

Censorship
Children’s literature can shape the personal, social, and 

cognitive development of young readers. While it is a rapidly 

growing field, it remains a highly debated area of study due 

to its profound influence on childhood development. 

Positive impacts:

• foster emotional intelligence and imagination

• enrich language skills

• promote empathy with diverse cultures and perspectives.

Potential for harm: 

• low-quality or biased literature

• harmful stereotypes

• lasting negative impressions

The recent surge in book bans across the United States 

reinforces fear, restricts knowledge, and silences 

marginalized voices. Under the guise of protecting children 

or maintaining moral standards, books featuring 

LGBTQIA+ characters, racial justice themes, and diverse 

worldviews are being challenged and removed from 

schools, libraries, and public discourse. These bans not only 

stifle critical thinking and reduce empathy in children, but 

they also diminish educational quality, restrict curricula, and 

marginalize already underrepresented communities.

While the First Amendment protects freedom of speech, the 

increasing normalization of book challenges—often driven 

by political ideologies or parental control—threatens that 

very freedom.

Ultimately, banning books limits opportunities for dialogue, 

empathy, and understanding, sending a message that certain 

experiences and identities are unworthy of visibility.
The Trump administration's policies and rhetoric have had far-

reaching implications for both the LGBTQIA+ community and the 

rising wave of book bans in the United States. Executive orders 

aimed at eliminating so-called “gender ideology” rolled back hard-

won protections for transgender and gender non-conforming 

people and fueled a cultural climate of fear and censorship.

Censorship and policy-driven exclusion reflects an attempt to 

define who is allowed to be seen, heard, and valued in society. But 

as history shows, resistance to the political control of knowledge is 

just as enduring as the bans themselves. Actions have been echoed 

in state-level legislation that frames LGBTQIA+ identities as 

inherently “obscene” or “inappropriate.”

By misrepresenting queerness as predatory or hypersexual, these 

policies have legitimized discriminatory attitudes and emboldened 

efforts to ban inclusive literature. The majority of recently banned 

books feature LGBTQ+ characters and people of color—despite 

such representation being a small percentage of overall publishing. 
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