
 
 

KILACHAND FIRST-YEAR CURRICULUM 
First-Year Seminars: During the first year, students take two seminars - one in the fall semester, one in the spring 
semester - that introduce them to empirical and scholarly research, creative work, and discovery through an 
intensive look at examples of current work in various disciplines. Seminars give students the chance to explore 
important contemporary themes and problems in different fields.  
Each seminar is 4-credits and all seminars carry BU Hub units.  

Writing Studios: In parallel to the seminars, students take two Kilachand writing studios – one in the fall semester, 
one in the spring semester – that allow students to explore fundamental issues posed by challenging texts and 
compose and revise their own writing, with significant individual attention in conferences with the studio 
instructors.  
Each studio is 2-credits and both carry BU Hub units.  

 

FALL 2022 KILACHAND FIRST-YEAR SEMINARS 
KHC AH 101: (Mis)representing History in Art  
Danielle Drees, Kilachand Honors College       Tue, Thu 2:00 – 3:15pm  

This seminar investigates how visual and performance artists have wildly expanded our definition of what art is, 
including an exploration of new techniques, theories, markets, and political implications of art in the 20th and 
21st centuries. 
BU Hub: Aesthetic Exploration, Historical Consciousness 
 
KHC AN 102: The Lives of Others: The Power, Politics, and Ethics of Storytelling  
Can Evren, Kilachand Honors College      Tue, Thu 11:00am - 12:15pm 

From fairytales and legends to political conspiracies and stock market speculation, humans have always crafted, 
told, and interpreted stories.  Examining diverse aspects of human culture including cooperation, war, sports, 
medicine, and markets, this course delves into the evolutionary and historical dimensions of storytelling and 
explores stories’ many functions and pleasures.     
BU Hub: Scientific Inquiry I, Global Citizenship and Intercultural Literacy, Teamwork/Collaboration     
 
KHC AN 103: Animals among Humans   
Parker Shipton, CAS Anthropology        Tue, Thu 3:30 – 4:45pm  

This course, “Animals among Humans,” complements a hitherto existing course, KHC AN 101, Human among 
Animals.”  Comparing and contrasting humans and (other) animals, it explores the relations between them, with 
emphasis on the experiences of the nonhuman animals themselves.   
BU Hub: Historical Consciousness, Global Citizenship and Intercultural Literacy, Critical Thinking   
 
KHC IR 102: Spies and Terrorists of Boston   
John Woodward, Pardee          Mon, Wed, Fri 1:25 – 2:15pm 
                    
Using an interdisciplinary approach, this course will examine various important, impactful, and, in some ways, 
underappreciated espionage activities and terrorist events that germinated, received support, or otherwise 
occurred in the Boston metropolitan area. Please note: This course requires students to (1) take a mandatory 
four-hour field trip of Boston spy sites with the professor on a weekend and (2) participate in three one-hour 
oral briefing practice sessions with the professor to be scheduled in the evenings outside of class.  
 
BU Hub: Oral and/or Signed Communication, Ethical Reasoning, Teamwork/Collaboration 



KHC LW 104: Citizenship, Immigration, and the Constitution   
Kristin Collins, School of Law          Tue, Thu 3:30 – 4:45pm  

In this seminar, we will examine constitutional questions concerning (1) the acquisition and loss of citizenship 
status, and (2) the privilege or right of entry into the United States.  Throughout, we will consider the ethical and 
constitutional principles that have shaped rules governing national membership and entry into the United States. 
BU Hub: Ethical Reasoning, Social Inquiry I, Critical Thinking 
 
KHC PY102: Chance, Fluctuations, and Their Relevance to Our Daily Lives  
William Klein, CAS Physics          Tue, Thu 12:30 – 1:45pm  

Randomness is ubiquitous in our lives, from attending an outdoor concert when there is a 40% chance of rain to 
understanding the role of chance in income inequality. The purpose of this course is to introduce concepts and 
methods that will foster an understanding of chance and to provide the tools to draw informed conclusions from 
incomplete information  

BU Hub: Scientific Inquiry I, Quantitative Reasoning II, Critical Thinking  
 
KHC PY 104: Energy and Society  
David Campbell, CAS Physics                   Tue, Thu 11:00am – 12:15pm  
"Energy powers the world." This seminar explores that pithy statement, beginning with basic concepts and 
definitions. Students examine the history of human uses of energy, how energy arises in different realms 
(physical, chemical, biological), the primary sources of energy, how to transmit and store energy, and the 
politics of energy, seeking to answer the ultimate question: "What should be the path forward to a sustainable, 
environmentally sound, equitable energy future?" Students will demonstrate their understanding through 
problem sets/short essays, a mid-term exam, and a final project. 
BU Hub: Ethical Reasoning, Scientific Inquiry II, Critical Thinking  
 
KHC RH 102: A Nation Riven: Turbulence and Transformation in 1960s America and Today     
Charles Henebry, CGS Rhetoric        Tue, Thu 2:00 – 3:15pm  

What can the social and political ferment of the Sixties teach us about the issues of the present day? Do the 
ideals of 1960s radicals still ring true? Why did the passage of the Civil Rights Act in 1965 lead to racial unrest 
rather than reconciliation, and how does this history resonate in the rhetoric of Black Lives Matter? Why did 
foundational American beliefs like Free Speech place idealists at odds with mainstream American society, and 
what lessons does the campus free speech movement of the 1960s have for student activists today?  
BU Hub: Historical Consciousness, The Individual in Community, Critical Thinking   
 
KHC RH 104: The Pursuit of Happiness  
Matthew Parfitt, CGS Rhetoric        Tue, Thu 12:30 – 1:45pm  

What is happiness? Can we hope to achieve it and how should we pursue it? We will study how happiness has 
been understood by different cultures over time, and students will engage with diverse authors and genres 
from scripture, philosophy, and social science. Students will write three essays, and keep a reading journal. 
                                                                                                                                                                            
BU Hub: Philosophical Inquiry & Life’s Meanings, Ethical Reasoning, Critical Thinking  
 
KHC RH 105: The Lived City 
Stephanie Byttebier, CGS Rhetoric              Mon, Wed, Fri 10:10 – 11:00 am 
 
What makes cities thrive? How do cities foster community or how do they fail to do so? How does the way a 
city is built and designed inform these questions? Readings by some of the great urban thinkers and planners 
of the 20th century (Baudelaire, Benjamin, Wirth, Gehl, Whyte, Chakrabarti), case studies of urban activists 
and innovators (Riis, Olmsted, Jacobs), guided group walks of the city, and lessons in close observation, 
culminating in a creative map making project.  
                                                                                                                                                                              
BU Hub: Digital/Multimedia Expression, The Individual in Community, Creativity/Innovation 



KHC UC 105: Liberty, Fanaticism, and Censorship   
David Decosimo, School of Theology      Tue, Thu 9:30 – 10:45am  

From Socrates's execution for speech that 'corrupted the youth' and Jesus's crucifixion for claims that 
threatened empire to today's debates about cancel culture, disinformation, and social media censorship, 
questions about free speech and its political, ethical, and religious consequences have been central to western 
history. This course examines some of the enduring issues animating these questions with an eye to their 
ongoing significance.  
 
BU Hub: Philosophical Inquiry & Life’s Meanings, Ethical Reasoning, Critical Thinking  
 

FALL 2022 KILACHAND WRITING STUDIO  

KHC ST 111: Studio I  
Writing studios are taught by Kilachand Post-Doctoral Fellows and faculty from the CAS Writing Program  
Multiple sections offered. Please register for any section A1 – M1. 

In Studio I, Kilachand students hone their writing, critical reading, and analytical skills. Students 
explore fundamental ethical, aesthetic, and social concerns posed by challenging texts and events. 
They compose and revise their own writing, learning to consider the evidence, media, genres, and styles 
of expression that are appropriate to the goals of the piece and its designated audience. Meeting one-on-one 
with studio faculty in individual conferences, students identify strengths and weaknesses in their writing and 
practice the drafting and revision process. Students register for any one section of Studio I in the fall semester 
of their first year. 
BU Hub: First-Year Writing Seminar  

 

 
 


