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RIDGE STREET 
 NEIGHBORHOOD	  ASSOCIATION	  

“Why are structures like these in my 
neighborhood not protected as in other 
Charlottesville neighborhoods?”  

Maurice Cox, President, RSNA 

                                        
The Re-education of a  Preservationist  as Community Organizer  

I	  live	  here	  







WHO  
WILL 

PRESERVE 
OUR 

COMMUNITIES?	  



“Nothing     
About Us, 
Without Us, 
Is For Us”  
South African Slogan 



 

Preservation of Rural Culture 	  

BEFORE	  

AFTER 



Portraits of  People Preserving Culture - Rebuilding Community 



We	  the	  displaced	  people	  of	  New	  Orleans	  and	  	  
the	  Gulf	  Coast	  can	  and	  will	  take	  charge	  of	  our	  	  
own	  recovery	  and	  rebuilding	  and…	  
we	  will	  demand	  the	  appropriate	  support	  from	  	  
the	  government.	  We	  call	  on	  all	  to	  engage	  us	  in	  	  
a	  process	  of	  imaginaSon,	  discipline,	  	  
accountability,	  and	  building.	  	  
 Peoples Hurricane Relief Fund and Oversight 

Coalition, 2006 	   	   	   	  	  
 
 



Mayor Landrieu’s Blight Strategy Announcement 
October 2010 

Reducing Blight: On the Path to 10,000 



The Context BLIGHT ? 	  





First Community-based home of 
the Tulane City Center 
 Neal	  Morris,	  
Developer	  and	  AUorney	  
Redmellon,	  Restora.on	  and	  Development	  
TSA	  Adjunct	  Lectures,	  MSRED	  











"Meet	  those	  fine	  gals,	  
Your	  buddies	  and	  your	  pals,	  
Down	  in	  New	  Orleans	  on	  a	  street	  they	  call	  LaSalle	  
Down	  at	  the	  Dew	  Drop	  Inn,	  
You	  meet	  all	  your	  fine	  friends.	  
Baby	  do	  drop	  in,	  
I'll	  meet	  you	  at	  the	  Dew	  Drop	  Inn.”	  LiEle	  Richard	  
	  





The Context BLIGHT ? 	  





Ques;on	  
How	  should	  the	  Mardi	  Gras	  Indian	  community	  and	  the	  Social	  
Aid	  and	  Pleasure	  Club	  organiza;ons	  drive	  community	  economic	  
development	  to	  further	  the	  development	  of	  local	  cultures?	  











Ques;on	  
How	  should	  the	  Mardi	  Gras	  Indian	  community	  and	  the	  
Social	  Aid	  and	  Pleasure	  Club	  organiza;ons	  drive	  
economic	  business	  development	  to	  further	  the	  
development	  of	  local	  cultures?	  
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1905 Water Works Park

1850-1880s Brush Park Neighborhood Built

Turn of the Century Detroit

1924 Brightmoor built as mass-produced worker housing

1942 Willow Run B-24 Bomber Plant 

Downtown Detroit before urban renewal 
1963 Protesting discriminatory mortgage practices

1967 Riots
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By 1963, urban renewal projects 
and highway construction have 
demolished 10,000 structures 
and displaced 43,096 residents 
(70%black) 
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I	  live	  here.	  	  



LAFAYETTE PARK – The city  in a park 







The Context 

       With 80,000 vacant structures in Detroit low 
property values leave owners few   
 incentives to maintain their properties and          
many walk away.   

 

Detroit	  Blight	  Removal	  Task	  Force	  Plan,	  May	  2014	  

BLIGHT 	  





4  

Detroit Building Authority 

BEFORE	   AFTER 

Under the Hardest Hit Fund Program (107 Million Dollars) 
Round ONE:  3,370  (properties already demolished) 
Round TWO: 3,828  (to be demolished by the end of 2015)  
TOTAL :        7,198 



87.7%     of   
100-125’

30
-4

0’ 0.1 ACRE 
4000 SQ FT
0.4 HECTARE

Standard Residential Lot

VACANCY IN DETROIT : RESIDENTIAL LOT MOSAIC





49	  

WEST VILL AGE	








52	  

LIVERNOIS/McNICHOLS	






LIVERNOIS-McNICHOLS MICRODISTRICT STRATEGY 	


54	  

McNichols	   Livernois	  

University	  
Of	  Detroit	  
Mercy	  

Marygrove	  
College	  

























The Detroit Conservation Corps 







S.A.V.E.D. 
STRUCTURES – ADAPTED – for – VITAL – ENTERPRISE – in - DETROIT 

Why Preservation Matters in Detroit: 
Detroit is blessed with a rich culture and tremendous physical assets and opportunities for 
historic preservation. 
	  



Historic Preservation Equals Cultural Preservation 







The	  Brewster	  Wheeler	  RecreaSon	  Center	  Site	  	  
Open	  Space:	  Development	  of	  the	  Brewster	  Site	  will	  reserve	  open	  space	  for	  a	  one-‐acre	  park	  accessible	  from	  both	  
Brewster	  Street	  and	  Alfred	  Street	  thus	  creaKng	  a	  public	  amenity	  for	  the	  enKre	  Brush	  Park	  neighborhood.	  The	  park’s	  
locaKon	  shall	  preserve	  significant	  views	  of	  the	  former	  Brewster	  RecreaKon	  Center	  and	  enhance	  its	  historic	  significance	  
by	  providing	  frontage	  on	  to	  the	  park.	  	  	  	  
	  



S.A.V.E.D. 
STRUCTURES – ADAPTED – for – VITAL – ENTERPRISE – in - DETROIT 







S.A.V.E.D. 
STRUCTURES – ADAPTED – for – VITAL – ENTERPRISE – in - DETROIT 

Woods	  Cathedral	  aucSoned	  last	  year	  for	  $6700.	  Johnson	  told	  	  
Curbed	  that	  his	  decision	  to	  buy	  the	  building	  started	  with	  two	  
	  Cranbrook-‐trained	  Detroit	  designers—Chris	  Schanck	  and	  Jack	  Craig	  	  



S.A.V.E.D. 
SCHOOLS – ADAPTED – for – VITAL – ENTERPRISE – in - DETROIT 



50 VACANT SCHOOLS  
	  



SCHOOLS – ADAPTED – for – VITAL – ENTERPRISE – in - DETROIT 
S.A.V.E.D. 

St.	  Elizabeth	  Church	  Complex	  	  
One	  of	  fourteen	  Catholic	  Archdiocese	  ProperSes	  	  
to	  be	  closed	  in	  2016	  





Our work is grounded in the belief that: 

Detroit is blessed with a rich history and tremendous  
physical assets and opportunities for historic 
preservation. 
	  

S.A.V.E.D. 
SCHOOLS – ADAPTED – for – VITAL – ENTERPRISE – in - DETROIT 

A	  Commerce	  Township	  man	  had	  the	  winning	  $500	  bid	  	  
this	  week	  for	  the	  former	  American	  Motors	  Corp.	  	  
headquarters	  in	  Detroit	  that	  sold	  for	  $2	  million	  just	  	  
five	  years	  ago.	  
	  
The	  Detroit	  Free	  Press,	  October	  23,	  2015	  





Herman	  Kiefer	  Target	  Area	  Neighborhood	  Strategy	  
The	  City’s	  Planning	  &	  Development	  Department	  (PDD)	  and	  Housing	  and	  RevitalizaSon	  Department	  
(HRD)	  will	  work	  collaboraSvely	  with	  the	  developer	  to	  create	  a	  comprehensive	  master	  plan	  and	  
housing	  revitalizaSon	  strategy	  for	  the	  area.	  





Who Will Preserve Our Communities? 



Andrew	  Colom	  and	  	  David	  Alade	  	  
	  Last	  year,	  two	  best	  friends,	  one	  from	  Mississippi	  and	  the	  other	  from	  the	  	  
concrete	  jungle	  of	  New	  York	  City,	  came	  together	  to	  found	  Century	  Partners	  

CASE STUDY Approach : COMMUNTY DEVELOPERS BOOT CAMP 



            Yusef Shakur and son, Kobie            Hakeem,  DETROIT GRADUATE 

NEIGHBORHOOD Preservation  
Portraits of those who stayed	  

            Ms. Sharon McClinton   



MAJOR PROJECT DESIGN LEADERSHIP 
 
•  Urban Design 
•  Landscape Architecture 
•  Architectural Design 
•  Public Art & Culture 

PLANNING LEADERSHIP & COORDINATION 
 
•  Zoning Innovation (Updates, Pink Zones, Form-based) 
•  Design Innovations 
•  Mixed-Use Development 
•  Land Use Development 
•  Master Plan Coordination 
•  Multi-Modal Transportation  

Neighborhood Stabilization and Growth 
 
•  Community Engagement and Participatory Planning 
•  Neighborhood Physical Planning 
•  Mixed-Use Development 
•  Open Space/Urban Agriculture 
•  Corridor Development 
•  Schools/Building Re-Use 
•  Public Realm/Streetscape/Urban Canopy  

 
”I  AM  NOT  

A  
PRESERVATIONIST”	  



My email address: c o x m @ d e t r o I t m i . g o v 


