Safeguarding the African-American Burial Landscape
Through the Lens of Eden Cemetery
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An old-time midnight slave funeral.






 How do we design a standard preservation
approach to safeguard the African-American
burial landscape that Is sensitive culturally and
socially by using Eden Cemetery as a lens to
analyze and interpret these values, resulting in a
tangible plan that educates people about this
aspect of American history?
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BENEATH THIS MONUMENT REST THE
REMAINS OF SEVERAL CONGREGANTS OF
THE AFRICAN EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF ST.THOMAS
WHICH WAS FOUNDED IN 1792 BY
AND FOR PERSONS OF AFRICAN DESCENT.

JAMES FORTEN WAS A MEMBER OF THE
CHURCH’S VESTRY. FORTEN RESTS HERE
WITH MANY OF HIS BRETHREN.

THE ORIGINAL CHURCH HOUSE WAS

CONSTRUCTED AT 5TH AND ADELPHI
STREETS BUT HAS BEEN LOCATED IN
SEVERAL OTHER PLACES IN PHILADELPHIA.
THE CONGREGATION CONTINUES TO
BE PREDOMINATELY AFRICAN AMERICAN.

TODAY, THE AFRICAN EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF ST.THOMAS FLOURISHES
AS AN OPEN, CHRIST-CENTERED
COMMUNITY OF FAITH WHERE THE GOSPEL
IS TAUGHT, LIVED AND SPREAD.







“Chapel of
Lebanon
Cemetery”,
1850.

IS

AT




Lebanon
Cemetery,
Philadelpia,
1895.




Q@
o
<
(o]
(o
(0]
s o

i

MT ZION

FLORENCE
AV
£100
- o
> \SE
S,
%
\ [

COLLINGDALE 2%

COMMUNITY
PARK

1
I

»
COMMUNITY
CENTER



ien the |

.
»

\SE

AG

vintiff is
on the
Johnson
| for his
Iraction

n South.

he - was
nk. The
Johnson
he track
0 drunk
od vards

) )

-

|

THE EDEN CEMETERY:

Too Much Doubt in the Case to Continue
the Injuncticn. '

In the case of the borough of Col-
lingdale vs. the iden Cemetery, Judge

Johnson handed down .an opinin ¥es-.

terday in the following words: .
“Too much doubt in this case to con-
tinue the injunction.™ % ; -
It will be remembered by the readers
of the Times that this was an effort on
the part of the Citizens and Counci! ot
ihe borough to prevent the establish-
ment of a colored cemetery within the
borotigh limits. On the hearing for the
preliminary injunction counsel for the
cemetery people argued that the bor-
ough authoritles ‘had no right to dis-
criminate, against the cemetery, there
already being one within the borough
limits, and it not ‘having been shown
or alileged that said cemetery weauld be
a public nuisance. ' N
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Memorial Garden Project Eden Cemetery



1. AERIAL VIEW OF
OUTDOOR CLASSROOM
WITH TREE CANOPY
OPTION

2. VIEW OF OUTDOOR
CLASSROOM, TENT
OPTION AND INTERIOR
OF RESTORED VAULT

3. AERIAL VIEW OF
CLASSROOM AND
MEMORIAL GARDEN

4. VIEW OF OUTDOOR
CLASSROOM, TENT
OPTION

The Friends of Historic Eden Cemetery

quickly deployable posts allow for
seasonal shading

OUTDOOR CLASSROOM

{

CUTAWAY
INTERIOR OF VAULT

RESTORED VAULT

restoration of inside and outside, identify and repair any leaks
removal of paint from stones, pointing, restoration of outside red door and inside metal gate
repair plaster on ceiling and walls, replace cement fioor, possibilities for lighting of interior

Memorial Garden and Education and Interpretive Center




MEMORY WALL

wall inscribed with names and testaments
reflective, meditative, simple

GARDEN

bench as center piece
wall for engraving of names
low maintenance

PATH

Existing path to remain

New spaces straddle the existing path
Patch and repair existing defects
Improve and flatten path leading to vault

Spaces "carved out" from existing grade
Bermed grass and planter rises to meet back
of seating

interior conditions to be addressed

OUTDOOR
CLASSROOM

Tiered seating focused on a
central speaker location, seats

groups of 25

simple, provides seating
use of recycled materials
located back from drivewa,

RESTO RED‘ VAU LT 2 SHADE ioser o creek 4

restoration of inside and outside, identify and repair any leaks - temporary, initial shade provided by easily deployable canvas canopy

removal of paint from stones, pointing, restoration of outside red door and inside metal gate semi-circle of trees provide dappled shade in the long term

repair plaster on ceiling and walls, replace cement floor, possibilities for lighting of interior

The Friends of Historic Eden Cemetery
Memorial Garden and Education and Interpretive center
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Thank you |



