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We need to design for rising seas  
at multiple scales.

From floating apartment buildings to floodable parks, designers 

and engineers around the world are imagining and constructing 

resilient solutions to rising sea levels. Flexability and adaptability 

are at the core of resilient design. This thinking will allow our 

buildings and infrastructure to bounce back from a storm or  

adjust to rising tides.

Boston is home to several examples of resilient design in 

anticipation of sea level rise, including the Deer Island Waste Water 

Treatment Plant, Spaulding Rehabilitation Hospital, and the Boston 

Architectural College’s “green alley.”

But our city and region are still vulnerable.

The strategies and case studies exhibited here illustrate an array  

of tangible solutions for how the Boston region can protect 

its edge while introducing greater vibrancy, connectivity, and 

economic opportunities along the water. Layered together, all of 

these strategies provide more holistic opportunities for protection.

design 
strategies

this is Where high tide could be during a storm in 2050
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Map Sources: Sea level rise projections for the region are based on contours from Massachusetts office of geographic information and 3Di technologies / Spectrum Mapping llC liDar dataset (2002); Sea level rise projections for Boston are based on 
contours from City of Boston, Boston redevelopment authority, and Sanborn Map Company liDar dataset (2009). Base image from google earth 2014
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transit networks at risk

•	 11 tuNNel eNtraNCeS

•	 50 MBta StatioNS

•	 7 MaJor traiN StatioNS
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Flooding during a 
major storm in 2050
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We need to design for rising seas  
at multiple scales.

From floating apartment buildings to floodable parks, designers 

and engineers around the world are imagining and constructing 

resilient solutions to rising sea levels. Flexability and adaptability 

are at the core of resilient design. This thinking will allow our 

buildings and infrastructure to bounce back from a storm or  

adjust to rising tides.

Boston is home to several examples of resilient design in 

anticipation of sea level rise, including the Deer Island Waste Water 

Treatment Plant, Spaulding Rehabilitation Hospital, and the Boston 

Architectural College’s “green alley.”

But our city and region are still vulnerable.

The strategies and case studies exhibited here illustrate an array  

of tangible solutions for how the Boston region can protect 

its edge while introducing greater vibrancy, connectivity, and 

economic opportunities along the water. Layered together, all of 

these strategies provide more holistic opportunities for protection.

design 
strategies

this is Where high tide could be during a storm in 2050
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SHORE IS AT RISK
VARIED DYNAMICS OF SEA LEVEL RISE AND LAND VALUE
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