
Bianca Bowman, Climate Justice Organizer, GreenRoots



Chelsea, MA
● Smallest city in MA (2 sq mi)
● 50,000+ residents
● 73% ethnic minorities
● 24% below poverty line

East Boston, MA
● 5 sq miles, with 3 miles used by the airport
● 55,000+ residents
● 53% Latino
● 17% below poverty line

Neighboring Environmental Justice, immigrant communities
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Asthma hospitalization

- 40% above Mass avg. in Chelsea

- 50% above Mass avg. in East Boston
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Building Decarbonization challenges and opportunities

Challenges
- High percentage of 

renters/landlords
- Cost of decarbonization not a 

priority
- Distrust in EJ communities: 

already overburdened

Opportunities
- Weatherization, heating & cooling 

efficiency highly needed
- Microgrids and community-owned 

land (Community Land Trusts)
- If EJ communities prioritized in 

decarbonization, opportunity for 
just transition



Role of community based organizations

















Intergenerational 
community-led design 
processes for new green 
spaces and cooling-focused 
parks






