Application questions for 2026 $50K Hospitality Innovation Competition
NOTE:  There are a few pre-requisite requirements to accept before filling out the application form.  Those appear after the questions listed here:
Name: - First, Last
Contact Information: If you are approved to pitch, would you like your primary email address shared with competition judges and attendees so they can follow up with questions, suggestions, or advice?  
Email Address:  Please share the email address in which they should contact you	
BU School/College
BU Student Status
Graduation Year (Must be current BU student or BU 2025 Alum) * Most recent or anticipated month and year of graduation
Please provide a 1-2 sentence description of your venture
Please upload a short video (Video is OPTIONAL - no longer than 3 minutes, unlocked)
· NOTE:  This is optional – but some judges last year noted that applications with videos tended to be viewed as more compelling
NOTE:  For each of the questions below, there is a word limit – please be brief and concise:
What is the problem (or opportunity) that you are working to address? Please describe why it is a large and important problem (or valuable opportunity).
Who are your target customers?
How large is your target market? (Who are your customers, buyers, and how many of them are there)
What is your proposed solution?
Who are your key competitors? In what ways do they not address the problem/ opportunity well?
What is unique and different about what you do?
How long have you been working on this idea, and what actions have you taken to date?
Who are members of your team and what is your background and expertise? What makes you believe that you have the team to tackle this problem successfully?
Please list other members on your team, including each member's name, email, BU school or college name, and graduation year. If you have members on your team outside of BU, please list their college/university, or their work and employer if applicable (please put "NA" if you don't currently have other team members).
Please list any advisors or board members, if applicable. (NOT required.  Please be prepared to provide verification for any advisors or board members listed should you advance into the semi-final round).
-------------------------------- 
The following release statements require applicants to check the box next to the statements:

Media Release: I consent to and understand that SHA will take photos and video footage during Hospitality Innovation Competition events and may use those photos and the 1-2 sentence description of my venture provided earlier in this application for marketing collateral on social media, SHA's website, or print material. 
Live Streaming: I understand that if I make it to the finals of the competition, my pitch will be in front of an audience and may be livestreamed
Attendance: I understand that with this completed application, my team commits to attending the pitch events.
I consent to and understand that: 1) All team members will comply with the rules and guidelines of the Hospitality Innovation Competition; 2) The ideas and concepts of this proposed venture, as presented in our pitch, are the original work of our venture team; 3) Contestants are responsible for all confidentiality, copyright, trademark, and patent issues; and 4) Protection of sensitive materials such as intellectual property, copyright, patents, or confidentiality is the sole responsibility of contestants in the competition. 
Boston University and all related parties assume no liability and shall have no liability or obligation.



1

