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!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
4 http://thefederalist.com/2014/05/13/john-holdren-the-scientist-who-cried-wolf/ 
5 http://thinkprogress.org/climate/2014/03/03/3349411/john-holdren-roger-pielke-climate-drought/; 
http://www.examiner.com/article/science-czar-john-p-holdren-s-disturbing-beliefs-about-america-
capitalism-and-humanity; http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Holdren  
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!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
7 One notable exception is Brian Allen Drake’s Loving Nature, Fearing the State: Environmentalism and 
Antigovernment Politics before Reagan (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 2013), which reads well 
alongside Sabin. In addition, the conversation is continued in fellow roundtable participant Patrick Allitt’s 
recent publication of A Climate of Crisis (Penguin, 2014).  
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$@(2'G@Y4!&'+3!4++*+/!,)!G0A,.(+!,@+!*))/7!0%/![+0(47!)[!,@+!>RS=49!_@+!['(4,!)'2!
G('4'4!)[!>RSO!;A(+/0,+/!1N!2',,2+#%),'G+/!30(%'%E4!)[!'*A+%/'%E!+%+(EN!4@)(,0E+4?!
@+2A+/!/+['%+!,@+!>RS=4!04!0!/+G0/+!)[!2'*',4k,)!U*+('G0%!A)3+(7!+G)%)*'G!
E()3,@7!0%/!A@N4'G02!(+4).(G+4!,@+*4+2&+49!t.0/(.A2+/!)'2!A('G+47!E04!2'%+47!0%/!
A+0D!/)*+4,'G!A()/.G,')%!2+/!*0%N!U*+('G0%4!,)!G)%G2./+!,@0,!,@+!G).%,(N!304!
'%/++/!G)%[()%,'%E!014)2.,+!2'*',47!0!4+%,'*+%,![.(,@+(!(+'%[)(G+/!1N!E+%+(02!
'%[20,')%7!,@+!G)220A4+!)[!,@+!5'+,%0*!W0(7!0%/!W0,+(E0,+9!-'G@0(/!8'^)%![2'(,+/!3',@!
30(%'%E4!01).,!.%G@+GD+/!A)A.20,')%!E()3,@!0%/!['(4,!04!0!G0%/'/0,+!0%/!20,+(!04!
A(+4'/+%,7!K'**N!I0(,+(!E0&+!4.4,0'%+/!&)'G+!,)!,@+!E)4A+2!)[!2'*',49!H,'227!$@(2'G@Y4!
+^,(+*+!(@+,)('G!)[,+%!+^G++/+/!0%N!+&'/+%G+!0%/!02'+%0,+/!),@+(!4G'+%,'4,4!
4N*A0,@+,'G!,)!+%&'()%*+%,02!0G,'&'4*7!%),!,)!*+%,')%!,@)4+!3@)!/'/%Y,!0E(++!,@0,!
A)A.20,')%!E()3,@!(+A(+4+%,+/!0!4A+G'02!A()12+*9!
!
_@+!+2+G,')%!)[!-)%02/!-+0E0%!(+A20G+/!,@+!2'*',4#4N*A0,@+,'G!I0(,+(!3',@!0!
1).%/2+44!G)(%.G)A'0%9!QN!,@+!20,+!>RT=47!H'*)%!@0/!G)*+!,)!(+i+G,!022!'%,+(%0,')%02!
A)A.20,')%!G)%,()2!+[[)(,47![()*!,@)4+!)[!,@+!W)(2/!Q0%D!,)!F20%%+/!F0(+%,@))/7!
G)%&'%G+/!,@0,!,@+!A()12+*!304!%),!E()3'%E!A)A.20,')%4!,@+*4+2&+4!1.,!,@+!
A)2','G02!'%4,',.,')%4!,@0,!)AA(+44+/!,@+*9!QN!,@+%7!G)%4+%4.4!4)G'02!4G'+%G+!@0/!
20(E+2N!10GD+/!)[[!',4!020(*'4,!&'+3!)[!E()3,@7!04!(+A(+4+%,+/!1N!0!>RT:!80,')%02!
-+4+0(G@!I).%G'2!(+A)(,!,@0,!20(E+2N!0GG+A,+/!H'*)%Y4!0%/!),@+(!+G)%)*'4,4Y!&'+34!
,@0,!,@+(+!304!%)!'*A+%/'%E!A)A.20,')%!G('4'47!%)!'**'%+%,!,@(+0,!)[!(+4).(G+!
+^@0.4,')%7!0%/!%)!(+04)%!,)![+0(!,@0,!*0(D+,4!G).2/!%),!@0%/2+!4G0(G',N!3@+%!',!
0()4+9!P%!,@+!>RR=47!$@(2'G@!0%/!H'*)%!/+4G+%/+/!'%,)!*.,.02!2)0,@'%E!0%/!
1',,+(%+44!04!%+',@+(!*0%!1+2'+&+/!@'4!&'+34!3+(+!0GG)(/+/!,@+!(+4A+G,!,@+N!
/+4+(&+/9!
!
]%+!)[!H01'%Y4!E(+0,!0GG)*A2'4@*+%,4!'4!,.(%'%E!0!G(','G02!+N+!)%!0%!
.%/+(0AA(+G'0,+/!04A+G,!)[!A)4,#30(!+%&'()%*+%,02'4*9!$@(2'G@!@04!@0(/2N!1++%!
'E%)(+/!;*)4,!1()0/!0GG).%,4!)[!,@+!A+(')/!0,!2+04,!*+%,')%!@'*!)(!,@+!A)A.20,')%!
'44.+?!1.,![+3!3)(D4!0GG)(/!@'*!,@+!'*A)(,0%G+!@+!/+4+(&+4!'%!E02&0%'V'%E!A.12'G!
)A'%')%7!1),@!0G()44!,@+!G).%,(N!0%/!'%!W04@'%E,)%9T!P%4,+0/7!@'4,)('0%4!,+%/!,)!
+*A@04'V+!,@+!+%&'()%*+%,02!'44.+4!,@0,!0AA+0(7!3+227!*)(+!(0,')%029!H*)E7!0G'/!
(0'%7!+^G+44'&+!A+4,'G'/+!.4+7!(0/'0,')%7!A+(&04'&+!G)%4.*A,')%!)[!2+0/!0%/!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
8 For mentions of Ehrlich and overpopulation, see, for example, Adam Rome, The Genius of Earth Day: 
How a 1970 Teach-In Unexpectedly Made the First Green Generation (New York: Hill and Wang, 2013); 
Samuel P. Hays with Barbara D. Hays, Beauty, Health, and Permanence: Environmental Politics in the 
United States, 1955-1985 (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1987); Richard N.L. Andrews, 
Managing the Environment, Managing Ourselves: A History of American Environmental Policy, 2nd ed. 
(New Haven: Yale University Press, 2008). 
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041+4,)4k,@+4+!;0%/!*0%N!),@+(!'44.+4?!3+(+!(+02!,@(+0,4!,)!+G)4N4,+*4!0%/!A.12'G!
@+02,@!02'D+9!L+,!$@(2'G@Y4!'*0E+(N!)[!,@+!A)A.20,')%!1)*1!@+2A+/!,'+!,@+4+!,@(+0,4!
,)E+,@+(!'%!0!,+(('[N'%E!N+,!G)*A(+@+%4'12+!30N9R!
!
U%/!N+,u!$@(2'G@Y4!(+A+0,+/!A(+/'G,')%4!%+&+(!G0*+!,)!A0449!J)(!@'4!A0(,7!$@(2'G@!
G)%,'%.+/!,)!'%4'4,!,@0,!,@+!(+GD)%'%E!304!4'*A2N!A)4,A)%+/9!H'*)%7!)[!G).(4+7!
(+A2'+/!,@0,!%)!A)A.20,')%!A()12+*!+&+%!+^'4,+/9!H01'%!(+G).%,4!1),@!A)4',')%4!3',@!
,@+!E)02!)[!0!G(','G02!4N%,@+4'49!P[!$@(2'G@!0%/!H'*)%!(+A(+4+%,+/!,3)!A)2+4!'%!0%!
U*+('G0%!/+10,+!01).,!2'*',47!H01'%!04D4!.4!,)!G)%4'/+(!,@+!4,(+%E,@4!0%/!
3+0D%+44+4!'%@+(+%,!'%!+0G@9!$@(2'G@![0'2+/!,)!4++!,@0,!*0(D+,4!G).2/!4.GG+44[.22N!
*0%0E+!(+4).(G+!4G0(G','+4b!H'*)%![0'2+/!,)!4++!,@0,!,@+!'*A()&'%E!+%&'()%*+%,02!
'%/'G0,)(4!@+!.4+/!,)!G(','a.+!$@(2'G@!3047!'%!A0(,7!,@+!(+4.2,!)[!2034!A044+/!'%!
(+4A)%4+!,)!A(+/'G,+/!,@(+0,49!_@+!0G('*)%N!)[!,@+'(!/+10,+!0%/!'%G(+04'%E2N!
'/+)2)E'G022N!A)20('V+/!0./'+%G+4!A(+&+%,+/!1),@![()*!0GD%)32+/E'%E!,@+!*+(',4!)[!
,@+!),@+(Y4!0(E.*+%,49!
!
P[!H01'%!4++D4!0!/'4A044')%0,+!4N%,@+4'47!@)3+&+(7!@'4!0GG).%,!)[!,@+!()2+!)[!dG('4'4e!
'%!,@'4!4,)(N!A(+4+%,4!4)*+!,().12'%E!%),+4!)[!G0.,')%9!P/+04!)[!G('4'4!0%/!2'*',4!3+(+!
%),!4'*A2N![0'2.(+4!)[!(0,')%02',N7!,@+N!3+(+!024)!%+G+440(N!G)%/',')%4![)(!1),@!
2+E'420,'&+!0%/!G.2,.(02!G@0%E+9!H01'%!'/+%,'['+4!2'1+(024!0%/!G)%4+(&0,'&+4!02'D+!3@)!
G(','G'V+/!$@(2'G@Y4!0A)G02NA,'G!(@+,)('G!04!1+N)%/!0%N!4G'+%,'['G!+&'/+%G+7!1.,!0,!,@+!
40*+!,'*+7!',Y4!/'[['G.2,!,)!'*0E'%+!,@+!4.GG+44[.2!A0440E+!)[!20%/*0(D!
+%&'()%*+%,02!2+E'420,')%!2'D+!,@+!I2+0%!U'(!UG,7!I2+0%!W0,+(!UG,7!0%/!,@+!80,')%02!
$%&'()%*+%,02!F)2'GN!UG,!3',@).,!0!3'/+4A(+0/!4+%4+!)[!'*A+%/'%E!+G)#G)220A4+7!
@)3+&+(!)&+(4,0,+/!,@+!G04+9!$a.022N!,().12'%E7!G.2,'&0,'%E!0%!)%E)'%E!4+%4+!)[!
G('4'4!4++*+/!%+G+440(N![)(!,@+!&+(N!4.(&'&02!)[!%0,')%02!+%&'()%*+%,02!E().A49!
W@+%!,@+4+!E().A4![).%/!,@+*4+2&+4!4@.,!).,!)[!-+0E0%Y4!W@',+!").4+!'%!>RT>7!
,@+N!4'*.2,0%+).42N!403!/)%0,')%4!4)0(![()*!3)(('+/!+%&'()%*+%,02'4,49!W@+%!,@+!
E().A4!4.GG++/+/!'%!).4,'%E!K0*+4!W0,,![()*!,@+!P%,+(')(!j+A0(,*+%,!0%/!U%%+!
h)(4.G@![()*!,@+!$FU!;,3)!0/*'%'4,(0,)(4!G)**',,+/!,)!.%/)'%E!*.G@!)[!,@+!
(+E.20,)(N![(0*+3)(D!G)%4,(.G,+/!'%!,@+!>RS=4?7![.%/(0'4'%E!/('+/!.A!0%/!%+34!
(+A)(,4!*)&+/!)%!,)!),@+(!'44.+49!f0,+(7!3@+%!G2'*0,+!4G'+%,'4,4!4).E@,!,)!A(+4+%,!
,@+'(!.%/+(4,0%/'%E!)[!,@+!,@(+0,4!)[!E2)102!30(*'%E7!,@+'(!/+2'1+(0,+!G@)'G+!,)!
A()/.G+!4)1+(7!*+04.(+/!(+A)(,4!'%4,+0/!)[!S=4#+(0!@NA+(1)2+!%),!)%2N![0'2+/!,)!
().4+!A.12'G!0,,+%,')%!1.,!(+4.2,+/!'%!'/+)2)E'G022N#/('&+%!G2'*0,+!4D+A,'G4!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
9 This concern shows up in public opinion pols. Back in 1960, before Ehrlich published The Population 
Bomb but after other scholars had raised the question of overpopulation, a Gallup poll found that fully 
three-quarters of Americans were aware of concerns over impending population growth but that only 21% 
of them worried about it. As if to underscore the lack of concern, fully 45% of the sample claimed that 
having four or more children would create the ideal family. Concern inched up over the course of the 
decade, but it was only in 1971 that Gallup found over half the population—54%—seriously worried. The 
number was higher still—68%—for those between 21 and 29 years old. Only 18% of Catholics had been 
worried in 1963; by 1971, 47% were. When polls asked for the most important problem facing the nation, 
air and water pollution and overpopulation show up as separate concerns; as Sabin shows, of course, 
Ehrlich effectively argued that the two issues were intimately related. On polls, see George H. Gallup, et al, 
The Gallup Poll: Public Opinion 1935-1971, vol. 3 (New York: Random House, 1972). 
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+^A2)','%E!.%G+(,0'%,'+4!,)!0(E.+!,@0,!,@+!+%,'(+!'44.+!304!*0%.[0G,.(+/9!Q),@!
$@(2'G@!0%/!H'*)%!0GD%)32+/E+/!,@+'(!)3%!@NA+(1)2+!0%/!(@+,)('G02!+^G+44!04!,@+!
A('G+!)[!E+,,'%E!@+0(/!0%/!G).%,+('%E!3@0,!+0G@!'*0E'%+/!304!0!*)(+!/0%E+().4!
0AA()0G@!,)!,@+![.,.(+9!I('4'4!@0/!',4!*+(',4k1.,!304!',k0%/!'4!',k,@+!)%2N!30Nl!P[!
+^,(+*+!G20'*4!1N!+%&'()%*+%,02'4,4!A()/.G+/!+a.022N!+^,(+*+!G20'*4!1N!
G)%4+(&0,'&+47!3@N!/)%Y,!*)/+(0,+7!/+[+%4'12+!G20'*4!/(03!U*+('G0%!A)2','G4!10GD!
,)30(/4!G)%4+%4.4l!
!
U%),@+(!a.+4,')%!'4!3@+,@+(!,@'4!4,)(N!'4!(+A(+4+%,4!0!(+G+%,!+A'4)/+!'%!0%!)2/!
/+10,+!)&+(![.,.(+!4G0(G',N!)(!01.%/0%G+7!)(!3@+,@+(!',!G0%!)%2N!1+!.%/+(4,))/!04!
A0(,'G.20(!,)!,@+!20,+!,3+%,'+,@!G+%,.(N9!P%!0!1))D!)[!,@'4!2+%E,@7!',!'4!'*A)44'12+!,)!
A()1+!+&+(N!@'4,)('G02!%.0%G+!'%!*.G@!/+,0'29!Q.,!0//(+44'%E!,@'4!a.+4,')%!4@0A+4!
@)3!3+!@'4,)('G'V+!&'4')%4!)[!,@+![.,.(+!0%/!022!,@+!G)%4+a.+%G+4!,@+4+!&'4')%4!
+%,0'29!
!
$@(2'G@7!04!H01'%!%),+47!304!%),!,@+!['(4,!U*+('G0%!,)!30(%!01).,!+^G+44'&+!
A)A.20,')%!E()3,@7!%)(!,@+!['(4,!,)!30(%!)[!'*A+%/'%E!(+4).(G+!+^@0.4,')%9!8)(!304!
@+!,@+!['(4,!,)!1+!3()%E!01).,!',9!h'[[)(/!F'%G@),!A(+/'G,+/!0!,'*1+(![0*'%+!,@0,!
%+&+(!G0*+9!_@+!M9H9!h+)2)E'G02!H.(&+N!G)%G2./+/!'%!>R<>!,@0,!U*+('G0%!)'2!
(+4+(&+4!3).2/!)%2N!204,!1+,3++%!,3+%,N!,)!['[,N!*)(+!N+0(4ki.4,!)%+!)[!)&+(!0!
@02[#/)V+%!+A'4)/+4!)[!A(+/'G,+/!A+,()2+.*!+^@0.4,')%!1+E'%%'%E!04!+0(2N!04!,@+!
>TT=49!P4!H01'%Y4!4,)(N!*+(+2N!,@+!20,+4,!A@04+!'%!0%!)2/!/+10,+!)(!'4!',!0!G)%,'%E+%,!
A()/.G,!)[!',4!,'*+!0%/!A20G+l!H01'%!4.EE+4,4!,@0,!,@'4!0(E.*+%,!dG)%,'%.+/!2)%E!
.%(+4)2&+/!/+10,+4e!3@'2+!,@+![)(*!)[!,@+!1+,!d*0,G@+/!,@+'(!,'*+4e!;A!T?9!H01'%!
(+[+(+%G+4!$@(2'G@Y4!G)%%+G,')%!,)!_@)*04!g02,@.47!,@+!U%E2'G0%!G.(0,+!0%/!A)2','G02!
+G)%)*'4,!)[!,@+!20,+#+'E@,++%,@!0%/!+0(2N#%'%+,++%,@!G+%,.('+47!3@)!1.(4,!)%,)!,@+!
'%,+22+G,.02!4G+%+!3',@!@'4!>SRT!.551@*$%*E$A0(12&$%9!g02,@.47!2'D+!$@(2'G@7!3)(('+/!
/++A2N!01).,!A)A.20,')%!E()3,@!).,4,('AA'%E!0&0'2012+!(+4).(G+47!A0(,'G.20(2N![))/9!
P%!,@+!>RS=47!$@(2'G@!3).2/!1+G)*+!,@+!*)4,!A()*'%+%,!)[!,@+!20,+4,!G()A!)[!4)#
G022+/!d%+)#g02,@.4'0%4e!0%%).%G'%E!,@+!'*A+%/'%E!G(04@9!
!
Q.,!/(03'%E!0!2'%+!1+,3++%!g02,@.4!0%/!$@(2'G@!)14G.(+4!04!*.G@!04!',!(+&+0249!J'(4,7!
g02,@.4!0%/!$@(2'G@!0G,.022N!@+2/!G)%4'/+(012N!/'[[+(+%,!0%^'+,'+4!01).,!A)A.20,')%!
0%/!(+4).(G+49!J)(!g02,@.47!,@+![.%/0*+%,02!A()12+*!304!%),!01).,!+G)2)E'G02!
G0((N'%E!G0A0G',N!1.,!0//(+44'%E!A)&+(,N7!,@+!+^'4,+%G+!)[!3@'G@!@+!1+2'+&+/!0%!
'%+4G0A012+!4)G'02![0G,9!g02,@.4!3)%/+(+/!3@0,!,)!/)!01).,!',7!)(!(0,@+(7!3@0,!%),!,)!
/)!01).,!',9!_@+!A)A.20,')%!E()3,@!@+![+0(+/!304!4A+G'['G022N!E()3,@!0*)%E!,@+!
3)(D'%E!G2044+4b!04!,@'4!A)A.20,')%!4*04@+/!,@().E@!,@+!2'*',4!)[!,@+![))/!4.AA2N7!
g02,@.4!'*0E'%+/!,@+!A))(!04!,@+!)%+4!3@)!3).2/!4.[[+(9!_@+!3+02,@N7!'%!G)%,(04,7!
3).2/!0230N4!(+*0'%!012+!,)!0[[)(/!@'E@+(!A('G+4![)(!4G0(G+(![))/9!L+,!'[!A)&+(,N!304!
'%+&',012+7!g02,@.4!1+2'+&+/!,@+!$%E2'4@!A))(!2034!)%2N![0G'2',0,+/!A)A.20,')%!
E()3,@!0*)%E!,@+!'*A)&+('4@+/9!P%!g02,@.4Y4!&'+37!,@+4+!2034!,@.4!A+(&+(4+2N!
0GG+2+(0,+/!3)(D'%E!G2044!'**'4+(0,')%!(0,@+(!,@0%!022+&'0,'%E!',!;%),!,)!*+%,')%!
G)4,'%E!,@+!4,0,+?9!M%2'D+!g02,@.47!3@+%!$@(2'G@!3)(('+/!01).,!(+4).(G+!+^@0.4,')%!
@+!403!,@+!A()12+*!04!.2,'*0,+2N!01).,!A@N4'G02!(+4).(G+4!,@+*4+2&+49!W@+,@+(!
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@.*0%',N!1.(%+/!,@().E@!,.%E4,+%7!,'%7!)(!G)AA+(7!$@(2'G@!1+2'+&+/!,@0,!G'&'2'V0,')%!
04!0!3@)2+!0%/!,@+!A20%+,!',4+2[!3).2/!4.[[+(7!('G@!0%/!A))(!,)E+,@+(9!
!
_@+4+!/'[[+(+%G+4!G)*A2'G0,+!g02,@.4Y4!,3+%,'+,@!G+%,.(N!2+E0GN9!f'D+!$@(2'G@7!@+!
3(),+!01).,!(+4).(G+!2'*',47!1.,!2'D+!H'*)%7!@+!A20G+/!@'4!0%02N4'4!3',@'%!0!*)/+2!)[!
A)2','G02!+G)%)*N9!_@+!4+&+(02!+/',')%4!)[!g02,@.4Y4!.551@*G)%,0'%!/+,0'2+/!
0(E.*+%,4!01).,!A('G+!1+@0&')(!0%/!*0(D+,!)A+(0,')%49!"'4![(0*+3)(D!/'[[+(4![()*!
H'*)%Y47!1.,!,@+!,3)!4@0(+!0!A+(4A+G,'&+!)[!4',.0,'%E!(+4).(G+!.4+!3',@'%!0!/N%0*'G!
4)G'02!*)/+29!U![.(,@+(!@'4,)('G'V0,')%!)[!$@(2'G@!0%/!H'*)%!3).2/!+^A2)(+!,@+!
'%,+22+G,.02!@'4,)(N!)[!g02,@.4'0%!,@).E@,![()*!',4!)('E'%4!,@().E@!,@+!['(4,!d%+)#
*02,@.4'0%4e!)[!,@+!20,+#%'%+,++%,@!0%/!+0(2N#,3+%,'+,@!G+%,.('+4!,)!$@(2'G@!,)!,@)4+!
A(+/'G,'%E!A+0D#)'2!'%!,@+!+0(2N!,3+%,N#['(4,!G+%,.(N9!
!
_@+4+!0(+!4.1i+G,4![)(!0%),@+(!1))D9!"+(+7!H01'%!)[[+(4!0%!0GG+44'12+!0%/!+%E0E'%E!
%0((0,'&+!,@0,!A0'%,4!0!G)*A+22'%E!A'G,.(+!)[!+%&'()%*+%,02!/+10,+!'%!,@+!20,+!
,3+%,'+,@!G+%,.(N9!"+![)(G+4!.4!,)!,0D+!G)%4+(&0,'&+!'/+04!4+(').42N!0%/!%),!*+(+2N!
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