Step 1: Purpose Statements for Articles

What is a purpose statement? A purpose statement helps the author get started with the writing process. It helps you to articulate your objective(s) and to focus your approach to presenting and analyzing research findings. It also functions during the drafting process as a working introduction that can help you stay on track.
When to write the purpose statement: Once you have scanned the literature enough to know in general what your topic area is, start to formulate a research question. Once you have articulated your question write a purpose statement that articulates your objectives and rationale. 
This paragraph will probably need to be revised as the draft develops, so be sure to return to it regularly to make sure that you are doing what you said. If you are not, then either adjust the draft accordingly or adjust the purpose statement so that you are clear about where the paper is going. 

Instructions for purpose statement exercise: 

Step 1a: Answer the following questions in one or two sentences.
1. What is the main issue or problem you are addressing?

2. Is it restricted to a geographical area?

3. Does it involve a comparison to different places/populations/situations/solutions?

4. What are the major subdivisions of the topic?

5. What are you hoping to achieve by writing this paper? (See Step 1 if you’re not     sure.)

6. Who is your audience and is your objective in writing the document? (Who do you want to read your paper? Why?) 

7. What kind of information, research, evidence will you use?

8. What is your research question or hypothesis?

9. What do you hope to demonstrate by the end of the paper?

Step 1b: Now that you have answered the questions, string your answers together into a single paragraph. In order to transform the individual answers into a coherent paragraph, you will need to think about which answers to include/exclude. Also add a topic sentence and transitions. 

