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Problem Purpose Statement
Unsafe water continues to be one of the major causes of diarrheal death worldwide, with 1.5 million child deaths every year.
 A large majority of these deaths occur in developing countries where many people lack access to improved water supplies. Providing piped water and sanitation infrastructure can drastically reduce child mortality from water-related illness. However, it is expensive to provide piped water and sanitation to dispersed rural populations, and beyond the means for many low-income countries. Such is the situation in the West African country of Ghana, where most of the rural residents live on their farms far from the nearest water source, while the government promises another 18 years before piped water can reach the rural communities.
 In the meantime, thousands more children will die from diarrhea, unless water quality improvements become part of the interim solution. Treating water before ingestion has shown to have a marked health benefit for all groups, but especially those most vulnerable to illness. 
This policy brief will examine feasible and cost-effective solutions for preventing diarrheal disease among rural populations in Ghana, and make recommendations for tackling this problem from a systems approach. Based on the research I have done during my summer practicum with Vestergaard Frandsen, many suitable methods are possible for the context of Ghana and should be implemented over approaches that are expensive and less culturally feasible. Ghana’s national water policy is well ahead of other countries in the region, but it should include point-of-use water treatment if water-borne deaths are to stop. 
Working Outline

I. Introduction 

a. Define the problem – present basic facts
b. Describe the problem in the context of Ghana

c. Answer the ‘so what?’ question

d. Mention that improving access to safe drinking water is gaining attention around the globe and in Ghana, particularly with the imminent MDG deadline to meet the safe drinking water goal. As well as the WHO’s newly released 2011 guidelines for improving safe drinking water by using Point of Use water treatment. 
II. Current Situation 
a. Describe to what extent unsafe water is a problem in Ghana

b. The problem of unsafe drinking water affects all people, but especially those most vulnerable in society, including children, the elderly, and those who are already sick e.g. immune-compromised. 
c. Address how it is affecting health outcomes

d. Identify gaps in the GoG’s current strategy  

III. Potential solutions 

a. Identify approaches to tackling the problem – by encouraging the utilization of point-of-use water treatment 
i. There are many different types available 

ii. All are not equally effective or affordable, but there is something for everyone.
iii. Some cost more than others

b. Describe the target population (most vulnerable groups – children <5, immune-compromised and elderly) that could most benefit
IV. Discussion and Recommendations 
a. Address cost and feasibility of best options
b. Identify which administrative department of the GoG would be responsible for implementing. 

c. Describe when and how the program will be evaluated.
V. Conclusion
a. Finish with an emphasis on the significance of changing policy

b. Remind audience of urgency 
Work Plan for Submitting Drafts

In order to complete the IH Culminating Experience by the Fall semester deadline, the following drafts will be submitted on or before the corresponding dates. 
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Use references to show you have started examining literature on your topic and have evidence to support your claims about the importance of problem.





Make problem operational: Need to find other ways to treat water as interim solution, including point-of-use water purification options. Must assess whether they would be feasible & acceptable in Ghana. This will strengthen national strategy for access to safe water.





Define central conflict: piped water could help, but in Ghana it is too expensive, not feasible in rural areas. 





State larger problem: unsafe water causes deaths.








� World Health Organization, Diarrhoeal Disease Factsheet, August 2009, http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs330/en/index.html.


� Quote from Mr Alban Bagbin, Minister of Water Resources, Works and Housing, Accra, Ghana, July 2011.
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