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Just one of the many ways BU
helps the district

Beating the heat inequity in Boston

Record-high heat waves don't hit all parts of Boston equally. Some
neighborhoods, like Dorchester, Mattapan, and Roxbury, get hotter

than others during the summer because they have too much asphalt
and not enough green space, and residents have limited capacity to get
cool during extreme heat events. Boston University researchers, led by
Associate Professor Patricia Fabian, are working with the City of Boston
and local nonprofits to help policymakers declare heat emergencies with
more geographic precision and better allocate needed resources. Their
yearlong study will use local heat data to protect the city’s hottest areas
and ensure no neighborhood is left alone to swelter.
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