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The Honorable Ayanna Pressley 
1108 Longworth House Office Building 

Washington, DC 20515 
 

Dear Representative Pressley, 
 

 Thank you for your work to advance scientific innovation in Massachusetts 
and the nation.  As Congress crafts a competitiveness package, I write to share 

BU’s views on the research bills under consideration.  
 
Reinvigorating American Science 

 We support the funding levels authorized in the House-passed America 
COMPETES Act (H.R. 4521) that create a robust growth path for both the National 

Science Foundation (NSF) and the U.S. Department of Energy Office of Science over 
the next five years. As I shared with you last year, Boston University is supportive 

of provisions that would significantly expand the pool of graduate students 
supported by the NSF, particularly among those underrepresented in the sciences. 

We also appreciate the House bill’s approach to ensure better mentoring and 
support for our future science workforce. Further, we believe the agencies should 

be given maximum flexibility to implement the authorized activities. 
 

Broadening Participation 
 We support the House bill’s plan to build research capacity at emerging 

research institutions and Minority-Serving Institutions, ensuring that American 
science benefits from a broad range of talented individuals. We also support 

creating a uniform set of federal policies to combat harassment in science. I urge 
you, however, to reject a provision in the Senate-passed U.S. Innovation and 

Competitiveness Act (S. 1260), which would set aside one in every five NSF dollars 
for institutions in a certain subset of states – regardless of their research volume or 

ability to broaden participation in science.  
 
Attracting International Talent 

 I urge you to support the immigration provisions in the America COMPETES 
bill which would exempt STEM doctoral graduates from employment-based visa 

limits, giving the United States another tool to attract the best scientific talent from 
around the world.    

 
 

https://www.bu.edu/federal/files/2021/05/The-Honorable-Ayanna-Pressley-NSF-for-the-Future.pdf
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Ineffectual Data Collection 

 I am concerned about data collection provisions in the Senate-passed bill 
that would require the Committee on Foreign Investment in the United States 

(CFIUS) to review certain gifts to universities, require universities to maintain 
databases of gifts given to individual professors, and require the NSF to collect 

university financial agreement documents. These provisions would not advance our 
shared goal of keeping U.S. science secure from foreign adversaries, and I urge you 

to reject these proposals. 
 

 BU is a member of the Association of American Universities, and we share 
many of the views outlined in the attached letter.  

 
 Thank you again for your work on behalf of BU and all research institutions in 

the Commonwealth. I look forward to staying in touch as the competitiveness 
legislation moves forward. 
 

  Sincerely, 

       
  Robert A. Brown 
  President 

https://www.aau.edu/sites/default/files/AAU-Files/Key-Issues/Science-Security/AAU%20USICA-COMPETES%20Conf%20Ltr%202-28-22.pdf

