September 2016

The Honorable Mac Thornberry, Chairman The Honorable John McCain, Chairman

The Honorable Adam Smith, Ranking Member The Honorable Jack Reed, Ranking Member
Committee on Armed Services Committee on Armed Services

U.S. House of Representatives U.S. Senate

Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Mr. Chairmen and Ranking Members:

As the House and Senate conferees meet to reconcile the Fiscal Year 2017 National Defense
Authorization Act (NDAA), the undersigned organizations respectfully urge your support for Section 214,
The Manufacturing Universities Grant Program, of S. 2943, the Senate-passed bill. The Manufacturing
Universities Grant Program will allow the U.S. to invest in its domestic manufacturing capabilities and
revamp engineering programs to focus on manufacturing and curricula specifically related to targeted
industries in line with the mission of the Department of Defense.

The Manufacturing Universities Grant Program will help U.S. universities strengthen their engineering
programs to meet the demands of the modern manufacturing industry. The U.S. will be better equipped
to manufacture its own military technology. A stronger U.S. manufacturing base will also strengthen the
economy as the jobs produced by manufacturing activities are generally high-paid and represent an
entry point into the middle class for a significant portion of the workforce.

The impact of manufacturing extends to other sectors of the economy as well. Manufacturers contribute
more on a dollar-for-dollar basis than any other sector of the economy, thanks to the multiplier effect of
manufacturing on the shipping, power, and financial sectors, as well as a host of other highly skilled
service sector industries. It is estimated that for every $1 in manufacturing value added, $1.48 in
additional value is created in other sectors.

The Manufacturing Universities Grant Program will help maintain America’s competitive edge with our
military and our economy. As the conference reconciles the Fiscal Year 2017 NDAA, we again urge the
conferees to include Section 214 of S. 2943 to establish the Manufacturing Universities Grant Program.
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