
This talk will analyze various explanations for growing dissatisfaction with liberal democracy and rising 
populism in the West. It will discuss some of the main causes put forward by scholars and pundits, assess 
the evidence for these various causes, and suggest some ways the research agenda and our understandings of 
these crucial phenomena can move forward.

Sheri Berman is a professor of Political Science at Barnard College, Columbia University. Her research interests 
include European history and politics; the development of democracy; populism and fascism; and the history 
of the left.

Moderated by Cathie Jo Martin, Professor of Political Science and Director of the Center for the Study of 
Europe at Boston University.
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