EK 100 - Freshman Advising Seminar
Ethics in Engineering

Topics for Discussion

“Studies Find More Students Cheating, With High Achievers No Exception”

What does it mean to have academic integrity? What constitutes cheating? Does Boston University emphasize academic integrity enough?  What do you do when you are violating the Academic Conduct Code?
“When you start giving take-home exams and telling kids not to talk about it, or you let them carry smartphones into tests, it’s an invitation to cheat,” says Michael Josephson, President of the Josephson Institute of Ethics.  Do you agree with this statement?  

What is the difference between checking over a friend’s work and collaborating on answers?  If a professor does not mention anything against collaboration, does it make it okay to do so?

How has the internet blurred the lines of plagiarism?  When is it acceptable to use a website like Wolfram Alpha?  

What are your thoughts on the idea of students “cheating to thrive” versus just “cheating to survive”?  Is one form of cheating worse than the other?  
How do you think parents may be contributing to the increase in cheating?     

