EK 100 - Freshman Advising Seminar
Ethics in Engineering

Topics for Discussion

“Edward Snowden is No Hero.”

“Why Edward Snowden is a Hero.”

Edward Snowden does not voice any regret at revealing NSA secrets.  He has spoken about his goal of transparency.  Should the public know the details of the surveillance programs in operation?  What does privacy mean?  Do you think younger people have significantly different opinions from their parents regarding privacy?
Snowden and Bradley Manning (leaked over 700,000 secret military documents) are both labeled as Whistle Blowers.  Snowden was labeled as a Hero in the New Yorker article. Do you think this label is justified?  How do we decide when whistle blowing is justified?  

Snowden and Manning have also been labeled as traitors.  Do you think this label is justified? Who has been harmed by the information that these two men have exposed?  

It’s likely that most of you have had experiences when you are told that the proceedings or documents are confidential. How seriously have you taken confidentiality agreements?  

