Boston University Environmental Health & Safety

Protecting Vacuum Systems

CDC/NIH Guidelines require that all vacuum systems used at Biosafety Level 2 (BSL2) and above be protected from potential contamination
by the use of HEPA filters. Vacuum lines are protected with High Efficiency Particulate Air (HEPA) filters, or their equivalent.
Filters are replaced as needed. Liquid disinfectant traps may be required.

An in-line HEPA filter is
used to protect the vacuum

p—— system from aerosolized
- argljer microorganism. It must be
TN SRt used at Biosafetly level two
Plastic flasks are less likely to and above.
break than glass. It is

recommended that plastic flasks
be used instead of glass.

‘ [ Vacuum Source ->
I

Il |
|
‘\
Collection Flask Trap Flask The Trap flask serves as
Fill 10% of the flask’s volume with an overflow collection
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