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Biased Campaign Advice: Cheap Talk and Bayesian Persuasion (Job Market Paper)

A special interest seeks to influence the policy outcome of an Downsian election, by sending messages
to candidates before they announce their policy platforms. This sender possesses information about voter
preferences. I show that this type of information may be credibly revealed by cheap talk, even if the sender
is extremely biased. Furthermore, the sender is often able to distort policy, by privately recommending their
most favoured policy platform that can still win the election. If the sender can instead commit to public
messages conditional on what they observe, this becomes a Bayesian persuasion game. I compare the two
models and obtain contrasting results: a special interest with credibility concerns only talks to one candidate,
essentially acting as a political adviser, whereas one with full commitment advises both candidates at once.
Furthermore, the former may improve median voter welfare, but the latter always worsens it.

Gender Composition and Strategic Behavior: Evidence from U.S. City Councils (with Jesse Bruhn and
Anna Weber)

We investigate the effects of gender representation on policy at the city council level in the U.S., as well as
the channels through which such effects may occur. Using newly collected data on city council elections
and minutes of council meetings, we exploit close elections between male and female candidates to study
how an exogenous increase in the proportion of female city councilors affects not only policy, but the group
dynamics in the council.


