Making Supported Housing Work for Consumers

Benefits for the Consumer

You can choose type and location of housing  in the community       [image: image1.png]



You decide on supports that will help to 

obtain and maintain housing
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You decide on whether to receive treatment or not            [image: image3.jpg]
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You select treatment provider if you wish

[image: image5.wmf] You can receive help with obtaining a subsidy or                    

affordable rent, furniture and supplies

Support adjusts to your decreasing or increasing needs
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and crisis services remain available at all times.
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          You do not have to move when the services

                    change or when your needs change                                                      

Supported Housing can increase your quality of life and has resulted in greater housing stability – as high as 80% and more

housing retention.
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Supported Housing does not solve all clinical problems, does not prevent isolation, and does not have all the practical solutions that are needed to live in the community. 

Advocating for Supported Housing
These are facts to consider when advocating for supported housing with mental health agencies, elected officials or others in the community:
1.  Supported Housing increases housing stability by as much at 80%.

2.  When people live in their chosen residence, it can improve their quality of life rating.

3.  Supported housing can decrease the cost of other services such as treatment and reduced psychiatric hospitalizations.

4.  Supported Housing works best and has better outcomes, when…

a)  Support services are practical such as housekeeping/ 

      shopping 

b)  Support services are integrated with other kinds of services    

      such as substance abuse

c)  Supports and case management are intensive so that 

      residents can be supported when their needs are greater.
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