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The problem: The audience for most student writing is both very limited and artificial.

Students typically write for one person—the teacher—their sole reader, and one who is usually
knows more about the subject than the student-writer does.
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Ateacher watching a student write a paper For students, this is not an ideal arrangement for authentic communication or
[stock image] intrinsically motivated writing.

For teachers, this arrangement means receiving student work
that is often at best dutiful

—and being the sole reader also requires them to be too many
things at once: interested audience, coach, editor, judge,
grader, etc.



The solution: Have students publish
their writing for each other.
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Challenges, Workarounds, Benefits

of Students Publishing with and for Each Other

Challenges

1. Student reluctance to “publish” work

2 Technology

3. Demands on Time of Students
— and their Teacher

Workarounds

1. Students can draft publication policy (and exceptions to it).

2. Simple platforms (Google Docs) can work well.

For more ambitious platforms, templates can be developed
(thank you DLI!) .

3. Not everything needs to be published, and production and
editorial work can be divvied up among students.

Legal Statement

This magazine is intended for use within Boston University
EN 502 only. All rights to the included essays belong solely
to the authors. Essays in this magazine are not to be shared.
reproduced, or redistributed without the express written per-

mission of the author(s).

Benefits
Students

e get a real—and broader—sense of audience for their work.

e gain experience in editing and publishing.

e gain a greater sense of ownership of their own work, and a

greater sense of responsibility for the work and success of
their classmates.

Teachers get to share the burden—and joy—of being an
audience.

The publication itself can connect current students to those
who have previously taken the course—and to those who will
take it in the future.
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< Teeth, Love, and Growing Up

A Brief Introduction

By Hanna Posted May 29, 2023

Hil Welcome to the ENS02 blog!

1 was an Earth and Environmental Science major as an undergrad at BU, but | registered for an English class in the fall
semester of my senior year to complete a graduation requirement. To my surprise, Reading and Writing Literary

Nonfiction became my favorite class | took all year. My classmates and I got to know each other through writing about our
lives, thoughts, and emotions. We got along so well,in fact, that we had a reunion a few weeks before all of us graduated
and went into the real world. During our reunion, | jokingly asked my classmates, "How fun would it be if we had a blog to
stay in touch after graduation?”

One week after graduating from college and here | am, our blog up and running. | am thousands of miles away from
Boston and hundreds of miles away from anyone | know, bursting to share what I've learned in just these few days outin
the unknown.

Here are our guidelines:
1. We each will submit one post in the first seven days of each month.
2. The number of submissions is unlimited

3. Full creative freedom on formatting, style, and length

After graduating, Fall 2022 EN 502 Class created
an EN 502 Blog, to which many still regularly
contribute.



