Disability Services 

Transition to Post-Secondary Education

Important information for students and parents

The Office of Disability Services (ODS) coordinates accommodations for students with significant documented disabilities. Our main purpose is to provide reasonable academic accommodations and to ensure access to programs and activities.  ODS also provides support and works with registered students on self advocacy.  Accommodations and services in Higher Education might look and feel very different than what you experienced in High School.    
The following chart identifies the primary differences in student rights and responsibilities between high school and post-secondary education. 

	K-12
	Post-secondary

	Students' rights are covered under the IDEA and all students are entitled to a “free and appropriate public education”.
	Students' rights are covered under ADA and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act.  These laws mandate “equal access”.  For the law to kick in the student must self-disclose, self advocate and qualify for services.  

	District/town responsible for providing evaluation.  

Students are eligible for services by attending public school and having a disability.
	Student is responsible for first contacting the ODS and submitting appropriate documentation.
Students must be “otherwise qualified” to receive academic accommodations.  This means that students must meet all of the same entrance and academic requirements whether or not accommodations are requested (i.e. attendance, assignments and exams)



	Evaluation/Documentation used to determine which accommodations are needed.  children scale (i.e., WISC)  District/town usually pay for this evaluation.
	Evaluation/ Documentation used to determine which accommodations are needed - adult scale (i.e., WAIS-V) These are adult-normed tests and must reflect how the students are currently functioning.  Documentation must be current, usually not older than three years.  Student is responsible to pay for and provide complete evaluation/documentation as well as a clinical summary from their provider.

	District/town responsible for implementation of Individualized Education Plan.  Accommodations can alter standards, ie, shortening assignments, excused absences, course waivers, personal care.
	Student responsible to self-disclose disability and request accommodations.  ODS and your school Dean will determine if the requested accommodations are appropriate and do not “Fundamentally Alter” the academic standards (i.e. extended time for out of class assignments, shorter assignments, retro active accommodations)

	Individualized Education Plan (IEP/504) created by team approach.  

Most school officials are aware that student has a disability and of their specific needs.  
Teachers may be expected to learn about each specific disability.


	No individual plan. Accommodations will be determined by Disability Services staff, school Dean in consultation with student and their provider.  If necessary faculty will be consulted.  
ODS does not contact professors, this is the responsibility of each student requesting accommodations.  Each semester the student must contact ODS and request accommodations.  Even if you are registered, accommodations will not be provided unless first requested.

Professors need only know which accommodation to provide and might never know what disability a student has. 
If disability is non stable (degenerative, mental health, etc) documentation may be needed on an annual basis.  Accommodations may be reviewed more often as disability impact changes.

	Therapies and assessments of all kinds as well as personal care may have been provided by the school during the school day. 
	With the exception of counseling and tutoring offered to all students (with or without disabilities) students are responsible for their personal care, just as if they were living on their own.  

	District/Town must prove IEP/504 plan is appropriate.  Team meets periodically to discuss changes and needs
	Student is responsible to notify Disability Services if there are any problems.  

	Curriculum can be fundamentally altered
	Curriculum content cannot be fundamentally altered.

	Parents are actively involved
	Parents have access to information only with student's consent.  Parent involvement limited by (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA).  Students must work directly with ODS.
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