
&Religion   Empire 

CURA Colloquium
Fridays, 12 - 1:30 PM
Pardee School of Global Studies • 154 Bay State Road, 2nd Floor (Eilts Room)

Keynote Lecture 
Melani McAlister, Professor of American Studies & International Affairs, 
George Washington University

Fela Kuti in America: Religious Studies, Human Rights, 
and the Politics of Postcolonial Existence

Thursday, September 28 • 4 PM
Boston University Hillel • 213 Bay State Road, 2nd Floor

September 15
A Cross-Border Colonial Ummah: Clerics, 
Qur’anic Schooling, and Migrant Farmers in 
the Making of a Transnational Islam
David Glovsky, Assistant Professor, History, 
Boston University

September 22
“We Are Their Teachers. You Have No 
Permission“: Orthodox Christian, Protestant 
Christian, and Muslim Teachers in Western 
Ethiopia, 1880-1930
Ethan Key, PhD Candidate, History, Boston 
University

October 6
The Venture of Islam in the Age of European 
Empires: Race, Religion and Geopolitics
Cemil Aydin, Professor, History, University of 
North Carolina

October 20
From “Open” Space to Innerspace: The 
Contested Genetic Frontier
Nicholas Covaleski, PhD Student, Religion, 
Boston University

November 17
The Politics of Food and Religious Identity in 
Contemporary India 
Radha Sarkar, PhD Candidate, Political 
Science, Yale University

December 8
Road-Tripping the Settler Colonial Secular in 
Imperial Oil’s Maps of Canada
Judith Brunton, William Lyon Mackenzie King 
Postdoctoral Fellow at the Weatherhead 
Center, Harvard University

Reading the paper in advance is required 
for attendance at the colloquium. To RSVP 
and receive copies of the papers, be sure to 
subscribe to our newsletter.


