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Director, Stanford University’s Center for South Asia

Politics by All Means:
Violence and Democracy in India

Tuesday, December 6t" at 4pm

10 Lenox Street at Boston University

Thomas Hansen is the Reliance-Dhirubhai Ambani Professor in South Asian Studies and
Professor of Anthropology at Stanford University. He is also the Director of Stanford’s
Center for South Asia. He has many and broad interests spanning South Asia and Southern
Africa, several cities and multiple theoretical and disciplinary interests from political theory
and continental philosophy to psychoanalysis, comparative religion and contemporary
urbanism. Hansen is the author of several books, including The Saffron Wave. Democracy
and Hindu Nationalism in Modern India (Princeton 1999), Wages of Violence: Naming and
Identity in Postcolonial Bombay (Princeton 2001) and Melancholia of Freedom: Anxiety, Race
and Everyday Life in a South African Township (Princeton University Press, forthcoming).
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