Dear Department Chair,
Please provide a LOS for the BIRCWH applicant on your institutional letterhead. 
The BIRCWH overview, application materials (including reviewer criteria), eligibility criteria, and a FAQ for the K12 BU BIRCWH are available at the BU BIRCWH website. 

Department Letter of Commitment Template – BU BIRCWH Program

Dear BU BIRCWH Selection Committee,

Section 1: 
· Your relationship with the applicant (ex: Department Chair, Division Chief) and length of this relationship 

Section 2: 
· Summary of the applicant’s key accomplishments to date in the area of women’s health research and as an early career research faculty member 
· Comment on the applicant’s mentorship and advisory team and how the team sets up the applicant for success 
· Note, both the primary and optimally the co-primary/secondary mentors must have strong records of NIH/NSF/DOD/PCORI/VA federal R-level funding. 
· We strongly encourage 2 mentors from different disciplines. Mentors must commit to meeting with the Scholar at least twice monthly.) 

Section 3: 
· Confirmation that the Scholar, if selected, can devote 9-person months (75% effort) or 6-person months (50% effort) for surgical specialties for the 2-years of BIRCWH participation. Rationale for the need for protected time is as follows: 
· Without strong commitment to 75% protected time (50% for surgeons), applicants will not be considered competitive. 
· Without adequate protected research and training time, Scholars have a low likelihood of success. 
· The BU BIRCWH program will be evaluated by how many Scholars successfully achieve independent research funding, and ultimately if they become successful women’s health researchers. Without a strong record of progression to independence, the BU BIRCWH 1K12AR085635 will not be competitively renewed in 5 years. 
· Given the grant is NIH funded, we are mandated to comply with federal reporting policies for protected time for K12 grants.
· Commitment to the success of the Scholar in terms of resources and other departmental supports in place (ex: startup package, access to data analytic support, laboratory space and equipment, etc.) as applicable. 

Sincerely,

Name
Title
Email 
 

