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Ilse van Rooyen 

Gertruida Magdalena van Rooyen  •  (508) 386-4417  •  ilsevr@bu.edu 

Education 
2020-present PhD in Classical Studies, Boston University  

2013   BA (Hons) Latin cum laude,1 University of Johannesburg 

2012   BA Languages cum laude, University of Johannesburg 

Faculty Appointments 
2014-2020  Junior Lecturer, North-West University 

2013-2014  Lecturer of Latin, University of Johannesburg 

2012-2013  Tutor of Latin, University of Johannesburg 

Classes Taught 

Undergraduate Latin Courses 
 Cicero: In Catilinam (2017) 
 Cicero: Pro Archia (2018) 
 Horace: Odes (2015) 

Ovid: Metamorphoses (2016, 2017, 2018) 
 Seneca: Letters (2017, 2018) 

Undergraduate Lecture Courses 
 Latin Terminology for Law Students (2015-2019) 
 Introduction to Rhetoric for Law Students (2015-2018) 
 Introduction to Ancient History (2017, 2018) 

BU Junior Teaching Fellow 
Spring 2022 The World of Greece 101, Boston University 

Fall 2021  Greek & Roman Mythology 213, Boston University 

BU Senior Teaching Fellow 
Spring 2023 Latin 2, Boston University 

Fall 2022  Latin 1, Boston University 

Honors and Awards 

Scholarships 
National Research Fund Free Standing Master’s Bursary 

Global Excellence & Stature Scholarship for Master’s 

 

 
1 Cum laude is the highest award at South-African tertiary institutions. 
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Special Honours Merit Bursary, University of Johannesburg, 2013  

Merit Bursaries, University of Johannesburg, 2011 and 2012 

Embassy of France Bursary, French Department, University of Johannesburg, 2010 

Awards 

Faculty of Humanities Prize Giving, University of Johannesburg, 2014 

Faculty of Humanities Prize Giving, University of Johannesburg, 2013  

Dean’s List for Honours Humanities Students for academic excellence, University of Johannesburg, 2013 

Dean’s List for Undergraduate Humanities Students for academic excellence, University of 

Johannesburg, 2012 

Outstanding Teaching Award for tutors of 1st year students, University of Johannesburg, 2012 

Golden Key Honors Society, University of Johannesburg, 2011 

Conference Presentations and Invited Lectures 
“Nuts for Nummi: Analyzing Ancient Coins, ” JCL Classics Day, Boston University, December 2022 

“Sulpicia: Mus Urbana,” JCL Classics Day, Boston University, December 2021 

“Poverty in Horace’s Odes,” Classical Association of South Africa Biennial Conference, Centurion, 

October 2017 

“Reassessing Latin Pedagogy at South African Universities,” (co-presentation with Marianne Dircksen, 

Ph.D., NWU) American Classical League Institute, Austin, June 2016 

“Poetic Persona in Catullus,” Classical Association of South Africa Biennial Conference, Potchefstroom, 

July 2015 

“Bring Your Daughter to the Slaughter: Marriage and Human Sacrifice in Greek Tragedy,” Public 

Lecture hosted by NWU, April 2015 

“The Treatment of Poverty and Wealth in Catullus’ Carmina,” Classical Association of South Africa 

Northern Branch Meeting, Johannesburg, October 2014 

Professional Organizations 
American Classical League (ACL) since 2016 

Classical Association of South Africa (CASA) since 2013 

Society for Classical Studies (SCS) since 2021 

Service 
ACL 

Governance Committee, 2021-present 
Nomination Committee, 2019 

CASA  

Chair of Northern Branch, 2018-2019 
Executive Secretary, 2017-2019 
Secretary of Northern Branch, 2016-2018 
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Organizer and session chair of the Northern Branch Meeting, Potchefstroom, October 2016 
Co-organizer, and chair of Reception Studies and Philology Panels, of the CASA Biennial 

Conference, July 2015 
North-West University (NWU) 

Academic Senate member, 2018-2020 
Faculty of Theology Board member, 2018-2020 
Gender Equality Committee, 2019 

SALVI 

Vice-President of SALVI, October 2022-present 
Co-organizer of and instructor at Biduum Virginianum, February 2023 
Co-organizer of and instructor at Biduum Coloratanum, October 2022 
Planning Committee, July 2021-October 2022 
Co-organizer of and instructor at Scholae Retiales Salvianae, July 2020 
Co-organizer of and instructor at Rusticatio Tironum under the leadership of Justin Slocum Bailey, 

July 2019 
Instructor at Rusticatio Repetitorum under the leadership of Evan Smith and Sarah Penso, July 2019 
Volunteer staff for Rusticatio Omnibus, July 2019 
Co-organizer and staff for Rusticatio Tironum under the leadership of TJ Howell, July 2018 
Volunteer staff for Rusticatio Omnibus, July 2018 

Language Competency* 
English – Native proficiency 

Afrikaans – Native proficiency 

French – Professional reading proficiency, intermediate oral proficiency 

Latin – Advanced knowledge, advanced oral proficiency 

Ancient Greek – Intermediate-advanced knowledge, basic oral proficiency 

*According to the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) Standards 

Other Work Experience 
2011-2012  Student Assistant at the Faculty of Science, University of Johannesburg 
2011-2012   Bookseller at Exclusive Books, Clearwater Mall, Johannesburg 
2009   Sales assistant at The Rug Shop, Clearwater Mall, Johannesburg 
2008   Lifeguard at Forever Resort, Bela-Bela 
2007   Manager at Ink-It, Modimolle 
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Lecturer in Classics, University of Massachusetts Boston 
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