Signs of Hope in United Methodism


	The collection of essays that constitutes this book was written, here and there, now and then, over the course of thirty years.    An early piece came out of reflection, in student years, on a ‘religious’ gathering at Kent State.  Later chapters evolved out of conversation and debate over particular occasions (like General Conference) or specific issues (like church renewal or gay rights) or personal interests (theological resolution).   One even dares to ‘look back’ from twenty years from now (2030)!  As a group, I hope that they will provide insight and inspiration for those many partners in the gospel who look for signs of hope in their beloved denomination.

	Some of these chapters originally appeared elsewhere (e.g. the articles on EMLC and UM colleges support for clergy dependents, in The Circuit Rider).  Several (Think Twice, Merrywood, God at Dawn, others) began life as sermons.  Others are journal entries or letters to friends (May 2005, Incoming).  Church newsletters originally hosted a few (The Gathering, Pastoral Proverbs).  While they are similar in length to one another, their places of birth do vary.

	All of them come from a long, personal, and loving commitment to the ministry of the gospel within the history and life of the United Methodist Church.  From family members over many generations, I have received much insight, encouragement and inspiration.  Our family has now four generations of women and men who have been under appointment, have compared one parsonage to another, have paid annual apportionments, chosen hymns to sing at Annual Conference, have exchanged Methodist handshakes with other singing Methodists, and have packed their books and moved when asked. Itinerancy, appointment, apportionment, conference—these words they defined by their manner of life. This book I dedicate to one of their number, my beloved wife, Janette Pennock Hill, whose spirit is sunshine and whose life is a song God is singing.


Rev. Dr. Robert Allan Hill
Dean, Marsh Chapel
Professor, New Testament and Pastoral Theology
Chaplain to the University, Office of Religious Life
Boston University
6173583394
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