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The Reverend Doctor Robert Allan Hill, Dean 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
X Please rise in body or in heart 

 
The congregation gathers virtually in silence. 
 

Greeting  
 

The Dean: Christ himself bore our sins in his body on the tree. 
People: That we might die to sin and live to righteousness. 
The Dean: Let us pray: 
 

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ was lifted high upon the cross so that he might draw the 
whole world to himself. Grant that we, who glory in this death for our salvation, may also glory in 
his call to take up our cross and follow him; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

X Hymn When I survey the wondrous cross ROCKINGHAM 
 

 



Lesson Isaiah 52:13–53:12 Lector: Stella FitzGerald, Marsh Chapel Fellow 
 

Lector: A lesson from the book of the prophet Isaiah, chapter 52, verse 13 through chapter 53, verse 12: 
 

See, my servant shall prosper; he shall be exalted and lifted up, and shall be very high. Just as there were many who were 
astonished at him—so marred was his appearance, beyond human semblance, and his form beyond that of mortals—so he 
shall startle many nations; kings shall shut their mouths because of him; for that which had not been told them they shall 
see, and that which they had not heard they shall contemplate. Who has believed what we have heard? And to whom has 
the arm of the LORD been revealed? For he grew up before him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground; he had 
no form or majesty that we should look at him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. He was despised and 
rejected by others; a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity; and as one from whom others hide their faces he was 
despised, and we held him of no account. Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases; yet we accounted 
him stricken, struck down by God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the punishment that made us whole, and by his bruises we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; 
we have all turned to our own way, and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed, and he was 
afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is 
silent, so he did not open his mouth. By a perversion of justice, he was taken away. Who could have imagined his future? 
For he was cut off from the land of the living, stricken for the transgression of my people. They made his grave with the 
wicked and his tomb with the rich, although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth. Yet it was the 
will of the LORD to crush him with pain. When you make his life an offering for sin, he shall see his offspring, and shall 
prolong his days; through him the will of the LORD shall prosper. Out of his anguish he shall see light; he shall find 
satisfaction through his knowledge. The righteous one, my servant, shall make many righteous, and he shall bear their 
iniquities. Therefore, I will allot him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he 
poured out himself to death, and was numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, and made intercession 
for the transgressors. 

 

Lector: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm 22:1–15   Lector: The Rev. Dr. Victoria Hart Gaskell 
  Minister for Visitation 

1My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?  
 Why are you so far from helping me, from the words of my groaning? 
2O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer;  
 and by night, but find no rest. 
3Yet you are holy, enthroned on the praises of Israel. 
 4In you our ancestors trusted; they trusted, and you delivered them. 
5To you they cried, and were saved;  
 in you they trusted, and were not put to shame. 
6But I am a worm, and not human;  
 scorned by others, and despised by the people. 
7All who see me mock at me;  
 they make mouths at me, they shake their heads; 
8"Commit your cause to the LORD; let him deliver— 
 let him rescue the one in whom he delights!" 
9Yet it was you who took me from the womb;  
 you kept me safe on my mother's breast. 
10On you I was cast from my birth,  
 and since my mother bore me you have been my God. 
11Do not be far from me,  
 for trouble is near and there is no one to help. 
12Many bulls encircle me,  
 strong bulls of Bashan surround me; 



13they open wide their mouths at me,  
 like a ravening and roaring lion. 
14I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint;  
 my heart is like wax; it is melted within my breast; 
15my mouth is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks to my jaws;  
 you lay me in the dust of death. 
 

Lesson Hebrews 10:16–25 Lector: Xan Denker, Marsh Chapel Fellow 
 

Lector: A lesson from St. Paul’s epistle to the Hebrews, chapter 10, verses 16–25: 
  

"This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, says the Lord: I will put my laws in their hearts, and I will 
write them on their minds," he also adds, "I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more." Where there is 
forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin. Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the 
sanctuary by the blood of Jesus, by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain (that is, through his 
flesh), and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us approach with a true heart in full assurance of faith, 
with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast to the 
confession of our hope without wavering, for he who has promised is faithful. And let us consider how to provoke one 
another to love and good deeds, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and 
all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

 

Lector: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Anthem Salvator mundi (from Requiem) Herbert Howells (1892–1983) 
 

O Saviour of the world,  
who by thy cross and thy precious blood has redeemed us, 
save us and help us,  
we humbly beseech thee, O Lord. from the Book of Common Prayer 

 
X Gospel Lesson Mark 15:1–39 
 

The Dean: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Mark, chapter 15, verses 1–39:  
People: Glory to you, O Lord. 
  

As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and scribes and the whole council. They 
bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate. Pilate asked him, "Are you the King of the Jews?" He answered 
him, "You say so." Then the chief priests accused him of many things. Pilate asked him again, "Have you no answer? See 
how many charges they bring against you." But Jesus made no further reply, so that Pilate was amazed. Now at the festival 
he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for whom they asked. Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with the 
rebels who had committed murder during the insurrection. So the crowd came and began to ask Pilate to do for them 
according to his custom. Then he answered them, "Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?" For he realized 
that it was out of jealousy that the chief priests had handed him over. But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him 
release Barabbas for them instead. Pilate spoke to them again, "Then what do you wish me to do with the man you call the 
King of the Jews?" They shouted back, "Crucify him!" Pilate asked them, "Why, what evil has he done?" But they shouted 
all the more, "Crucify him!" So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he 
handed him over to be crucified. Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the governor's 
headquarters); and they called together the whole cohort. And they clothed him in a purple cloak; and after twisting some 
thorns into a crown, they put it on him. And they began saluting him, "Hail, King of the Jews!" They struck his head with a 
reed, spat upon him, and knelt down in homage to him. After mocking him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and put 
his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him. They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the 
country, to carry his cross; it was Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus. Then they brought Jesus to the place 
called Golgotha (which means the place of a skull). And they offered him wine mixed with myrrh; but he did not take it. 
And they crucified him, and divided his clothes among them, casting lots to decide what each should take. It was nine 



o'clock in the morning when they crucified him. The inscription of the charge against him read, "The King of the Jews." And 
with him they crucified two bandits, one on his right and one on his left. Those who passed by derided him, shaking their 
heads and saying, "Aha! You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself, and come down from 
the cross!" In the same way the chief priests, along with the scribes, were also mocking him among themselves and saying, 
"He saved others; he cannot save himself. Let the Messiah, the King of Israel, come down from the cross now, so that we 
may see and believe." Those who were crucified with him also taunted him. When it was noon, darkness came over the 
whole land until three in the afternoon. At three o'clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?" 
which means, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, "Listen, 
he is calling for Elijah." And someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink, 
saying, "Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down." Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. And 
the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. Now when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in 
this way he breathed his last, he said, "Truly this man was God's Son!" 

 

Lector: The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Sermon “A Look at Disappointment” The Reverend Dr. Robert Allan Hill 
  Dean of the Chapel 
 
X Hymn 289 Ah, holy Jesus, how hast thou offended? HERZLIEBSTER JESU 
 

 



THE MEDITATION AT THE CROSS 
 

Anthem Civitas sancti tui William Byrd (1543–1623) 
 

Civitas sancti tui facta est deserta. Your holy city has become a wilderness. 
Sion deserta facta est, Zion has become a wilderness, 
Jerusalem desolata est.  Jerusalem has been made desolate. Isaiah 64:10 

 
The Solemn Reproaches  

 

Leader: O my people, O my Church, 
 what have I done to you, or in what have I offended you? 
 I led you forth from the land of Egypt 
 and delivered you by the waters of baptism, 
 but you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 
People: Holy God, holy and mighty, 
 Holy and immortal One, have mercy upon us. 
 

Leader: I led you through the desert forty years and fed you with manna; 
 I brought you through times of persecution and of renewal 
 and gave you my body, the bread of heaven; 
 but you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 
People: Holy God, holy and mighty, 
 Holy and immortal One, have mercy upon us. 
 

Leader: I made you branches of my vineyard 
 and gave you the water of salvation, 
 but when I was thirsty you gave me vinegar and gall 
 and pierced with a spear the side of your Savior. 
People: Holy God, holy and mighty, 
 Holy and immortal One, have mercy upon us. 
 

Leader: I went before you in a pillar of cloud, 
 but you have led me to the judgment hall of Pilate. 
 I brought you to a land of freedom and prosperity, 
 but you have scourged, mocked, and beaten me. 
People: Holy God, holy and mighty, 
 Holy and immortal One, have mercy upon us. 
 

Leader: I gave you a royal scepter, and bestowed the keys to the kingdom, 
 but you have given me a crown of thorns. 
 I raised you on high with great power, 
 but you have hanged me on the cross. 
People: Holy God, holy and mighty, 
 Holy and immortal One, have mercy upon us. 
 

Leader: My peace I gave, which the world cannot give, 
 and washed your feet as a servant, 
 but you draw the sword to strike in my name 
 and seek high places in my kingdom. 
People: Holy God, holy and mighty, 
 Holy and immortal One, have mercy upon us. 
 
 



Leader: I accepted the cup of suffering and death for your sakes, 
 but you scatter and deny and abandon me. 
 I sent the Spirit of truth to lead you, 
 but you close your hearts to guidance. 
People: Holy God, holy and mighty, 
 Holy and immortal One, have mercy upon us. 
 

Leader: I called you to go and bring forth fruit, 
 but you cast lots for my clothing. 
 I prayed that you all may be one, 
 but you continue to quarrel and divide. 
People: Holy God, holy and mighty, 
 Holy and immortal One, have mercy upon us. 
 

Leader: I grafted you into the tree of my chosen people Israel, 
 but you turned on them with persecution and mass murder. 
 I made you joint heirs with them of my covenants, 
 but you made them scapegoats for your own guilt. 
People: Holy God, holy and mighty, 
 Holy and immortal One, have mercy upon us. 
 

Leader: I came to you as the least of your brothers and sisters. 
 I was hungry but you gave me no food, 
 thirsty but you gave me no drink. 
 I was a stranger but you did not welcome me, 
 naked but you did not clothe me, 
 sick and in prison but you did not visit me. 
People: Holy God, holy and mighty, 
 Holy and immortal One, have mercy upon us. 
 

A brief period of silence and reflection follows. 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (in unison) The Rev. Dr. Karen Coleman 
 University Chaplain for Episcopal Ministry 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



X Hymn 286 O sacred head, now wounded PASSION CHORALE 
 

 

 

 
 
X The Dismissal 
 

The Dean: May Jesus Christ, who for our sake became obedient unto death, even death on a cross, 
 keep you and strengthen you, now and forever. 
All: Amen. 

 
The congregation departs in silence.  
 

The preacher is the Reverend Dr. Robert Allan Hill, Dean of the Chapel. 
The Marsh Chapel Choir is conducted by Dr. Scott Allen Jarrett, Director of Music. 

The soloist is Craig Juricka, baritone, Marsh Chapel Choral Scholar. 
The organist is Justin Thomas Blackwell, Associate Director of Music. 



WELCOME TO MARSH CHAPEL 
 
We thank you for joining us virtually this evening for worship and hope that you have found the Spirit of God in our midst. 
If you are interested in becoming a member of Marsh Chapel, or have other questions, please feel free to contact any of the 
Chaplains or Associates listed below. 
 

617.353.3560 — chapel@bu.edu — www.bu.edu/chapel 
The Chapel Office is open 9 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. weekdays, and on Sunday mornings. 

Marsh Chapel Sunday morning services are broadcast on WBUR 90.9 FM. 
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