



SINO-CHRISTIAN ARCHITECTURE: 
Scholars Respond to Adelbert Gresnigt, OSB (1877-1965) 

 
Talks and Colloquies on the Topic of  Christian Churches in China: 

Design, Use, and Representation 

Christian gathering has for millennia been conducted in the built environment. Worship happens, as is 
commonly understood, in the church, and scholars of  various disciplines – history, art, theology, architecture, 
and philosophy – have engaged the motives and manifestations of  Christian church design from numerous 
perspectives. This series of  talks seeks to engage the issue of  Christian church architecture in China in an 
open-ended fashion, anchored only in a common reading of  two essays written by the Dutch Benedictine 
monk and church architect, Adelbert Gresnigt, OSB, who studied Chinese architecture and formulated his 
own theories about what he called a “Sino-Christian” synthesis. Each scholar will present her or his talk on a 
topic related to Christian church architecture in China, which shall be followed by a response by another 
scholar and open questions. These talks will be recorded and made available for scholarly consultation. 

-Each talk shall be around 40 minutes long followed by a respondent and questions from the audience. 
-Each talk will center on the topic of  Christian church architecture in China, but is otherwise entirely 
open to the speaker’s interest and approach. 

SCHEDULE: Monday, 19 April (USA, Pacific Time) 
Introduction: 8:00-8:05 am  Dr. Amanda C. R. Clark (Whitworth University) 

 Talk 1: 8:05-9:15 am   Dr. Anthony E. Clark (Whitworth University) 
Talk 2: 9:30-10:45 am   Dr. Thomas Coomans (University of  Leuven) 

 Talk 3: 11:00 am-12:15 pm  Dr. Stephanie Wong (Valparaiso University) 

 Tuesday, 20 April (USA, Pacific Time) 
Talk 1: 8:00-9:15 am   Dr. David Wang (Washington State University) 
Talk 2: 9:30-10:45 am   Dr. Joseph W. Ho (Albion College) 

 Talk 3: 11:00 am-12:15 pm  Dr. Robert Carbonneau (University of  Scranton) 

 Wednesday, 21 April (USA, Pacific Time) 
Keynote and Colloquy: 8:00-9:30 am Dr. Nancy Steinhardt (University of  Pennsylvania) 

Sponsored by the Simpson Duvall Lecture Series, Whitworth University 
Organized by the Whitworth University Department of  History (Prof. Anthony E. Clark) 

Zoom Link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82887708272 

Meeting ID:  
828 8770 8272


