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1500-1900: The Middle East was approximately 15% Christian

2010: The Middle East was 4.2% Christian
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Global Christianity: 1910
80% of all Christians lived in the global North
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Global Christianity: 2010
40% of all Christians live in the global North
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World Religions: 1910 & 2010

Religions by continent, 1910 & 2010
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Christian Traditions: 1910 & 2010

Roman Catholics | | Orthodox Protestant Independent
1910: 47.6% 1910: 7.1% 1910: 24.4% | |11910: 1.7%
2010: 51.6% 2010: 4.0% 2010: 22.2% | |2010: 16.6%




Middle Eastern Christianity: A Story of Migration
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Data source: Todd M. Johnson and Brian J. Grim, eds., World Religion Database (Leiden/Boston: Brill, accessed February 2014).
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Middle Eastern Christianity: 1910
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Middle Eastern Christianity: 2010

*Christian centre of gravity, Western Asia
er cent Christian

2 5 %0 40 60 75 8S S50 95 100
D-m--ﬂ-

2 Edinburgh University Press, 2009



Middle Eastern Christianity: Traditions

Three main communities of Christians in the Middle East
1. Historic churches (Orthodox & Roman Catholic)

3. Newer immigrant churches

2. Modern missionary churches (Protestant & Independent)

Orthodox 6,048,000 11.8% 7,312,000 5.3% 10,072,000 2.7%
Roman

Catholics 751,000 1.5% 1,767,000 1.3% 4,888,000 1.3%
Protestants 134,000 0.2% 292,000 0.2% 811,000 0.2%

Independents 2,400 0.0% 99,600 0.1% 472,000 0.1%
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Things to consider

 More Christians worldwide live in Africa, Asia, and Latin America
* Possibility for renewed interest in the Middle East
* Plight of religious minorities
* Increases in social hostilities & high governmental restrictions
on religion
* Diaspora of Christians from the Middle East
* Interfaith dialogue



Remembering the Middle East

“The entire international community should insist that Christians
remain in the Middle East, not simply as minorities, but as
citizens enjoying full equality under the law, and therefore in a
position to continue to contribute to peace, justice, and
stability.”

Patriarch Louis Sako, Iraq



