Overview
The Institute for Equity in Child Opportunity & Healthy Development at Boston University School of Social Work is seeking a research assistant to support research and dissemination related to public policies that support immigrant families.
The primary study is exploring strategies to advance state-level tax credits that are inclusive of children in immigrant families. The research assistant will work with faculty and research team members to understand an existing body of evidence and help translate complex research findings into clear, engaging, and web-based interactive data visualizations for policy, research, and public audiences.
This position is designed as a mentored research experience. The student will bring strong data visualization skills and an interest in policy research while developing a deeper understanding of evidence synthesis, child and family policy, and research dissemination. The student will work collaboratively with the research team to determine how best to organize and communicate research findings.
Key Responsibilities
· Become familiar with research on tax credits and other social policies, such as SNAP and Medicaid, and their effects on the health and well-being of children in immigrant families.
· Work with faculty and research team members to understand an existing evidence review, including how studies are organized by policy area, population, outcomes, and other dimensions.
· Collaboratively design and develop static and interactive data visualizations that communicate findings and gaps in the research evidence.
· Help develop web-based visualizations similar to interactive evidence-and-gap maps.
· Apply data visualization skills to help the team determine effective ways to present complex research findings to policy, research, and public audiences.
· Contribute to policy briefs, fact sheets, and other research dissemination products.
· Participate in regular research team meetings, share work in progress, and incorporate feedback from faculty mentors and other team members.
· Refine visualizations to improve their accuracy, clarity, accessibility, and usability.
Qualifications
Required
· Strong demonstrated skills in data visualization, including experience creating thoughtful and polished visualizations.
· Experience with one or more data visualization tools or platforms, such as Tableau, Power BI, Flourish, R, Python, JavaScript/D3, or comparable software.
· Ability to read and understand academic and policy research. 
· Interest in research, policy analysis, and learning how to synthesize evidence.
· Strong analytical, organizational, and problem-solving skills.
· Strong written and verbal communication skills.
· Ability to work both independently and collaboratively as part of a research team.
· Openness to feedback and interest in developing new research and visualization skills through mentorship.
Preferred
· Experience with interactive or web-based data visualization.
· Coursework in quantitative research methods, data analysis, statistics, or a similar subject.
· Interest in child well-being, immigrant families, and/or child and family policy.
· Prior exposure to evidence reviews, systematic reviews, evidence maps, or other forms of research synthesis.
· Experience communicating complex information to nontechnical audiences.
Learning and Mentoring Opportunities
Through this UROP experience, the student will have the opportunity to:
· Learn how research evidence is synthesized and used to inform public policy.
· Develop a deeper understanding of tax credits, social policies, and policies affecting immigrant families.
· Gain experience translating research findings into accessible and policy-relevant visual products.
· Strengthen skills in interactive data visualization and research communication.
· Learn how researchers make decisions about organization, interpretation, and presentation of complex evidence.
· Receive regular feedback and mentorship from faculty and members of the research team.
· Collaborate with researchers on products intended for policy, research, and public audiences.
Requirements
· Commitment of 8–10 hours per week for the fall semester.
· Attendance at weekly check-in meetings with the faculty mentor or research team.
· Ability to manage assigned work, communicate progress, and meet agreed-upon deadlines.
Application
Interested candidates should submit:
· A resume.
· A short letter describing their interest in the position and relevant experience with data visualization, research, and/or public policy.
· At least one sample of a data visualization they have created, such as an interactive website, dashboard, class project, research project, or other visualization. Applicants should briefly describe the purpose of the visualization, the information or data represented, their role in creating it, and the software or platform used.
· Contact information for one reference.
Please submit application materials to Dr. Pamela Joshi (pkjoshi2@bu.edu) and Dr. Elizabeth Wong (eawong@bu.edu) by September 6, 2026.
Selected candidates will be invited for an interview.

