—THE CAMPAIGN

Santander Extends
Funding for BU
Public Health
Fellowships

ANA AGUILERA (CAS’13,
SPH’15) spent the spring
dodging landslides and
screening coffee planta-
tion workers in Peru for
cervical cancer. Peter Hynes
(SPH’15) worked all summer
traveling dusty roads in
Tanzania to improve water
resources for rural villagers.
Erika Crable (SPH’15)
studied the impact of the
dual health scourge of obe-
sity and type 2 diabetes on
the Mexican economy.

Although these School
of Public Health students
were in different countries
studying different aspects
of public health, all had
in common a fellowship
program that has helped
them and more than
150 of their peers study
abroad and gain essential
career experience they
describe as inspiring and
transformative.

Over the past four years,
a collaboration between
Boston University and
Santander Universities, a
division of one of the world’s
largest banking firms, has
nurtured public health study
in 29 countries as well as an
advanced physics research
partnership between BU
and the National University
of Singapore and cultural
exchange and literacy
programs in Boston.

On September 4, 2014,
representatives from
the bank and BU signed
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Agreement

also fuels
internships

for BU
sophomores

athree-year extension
and expansion of a 2010
agreement to provide
support for student
fellowships and research
projects.

“We’re delighted that our
support has helped so many
students learn firsthand
about health programs
in other countries,” says
Roman Blanco, president
and CEO of Santander US.
“We're excited to build upon
our relationship with Boston
University by adding new
components.”

Half of the grant signed
in September will continue
funding the Santander
Fellows Program, which
provides about 45 annual
stipends in three programs:
for low- and moderate-
income students, for
students pursuing health
care research in Latin
America, and for a field
practice program in Kenya.

The practice opportu-
nities are critical for School

senior district executive.

of Public Health students,
who are required to spend
at least one semester on

an intensive practicum to
gain firsthand knowledge.
The costs can be daunting
for students interested in
global health. The stipends
often pay the bulk of airfare,
ground transportation, and

Gathering to mark the extension of the BU-Santander Universities
collaboration are (from left) Tracey Johnson, Santander AVP, BU
President Robert A. Brown, Santander fellows Kerri Lipton (SPH'15)
and Ana Aguilera (CAS'13, SPH'15), Roman Blanco, president and
CEO of Santander US, and Kim Williams, Santander Boston Metro

Peter Hynes (SPH'15), a Santander fellow, explored his interests

in global and environmental health during his seven-week stay in
Dodoma, Tanzania. On his last day in Dodoma, he stopped by a
local restaurant to say good-bye to the staff. “This was my first
experience going international to work on water projects,” he says,
“which is exactly what | want to do with my public health degree.”

housing for the semester-
long practicum.

Another grant will launch
the Santander Sophomore
Summer Internship Pro-
gram, a new initiative to
expand opportunities
for Boston University
undergraduates to get
workplace experience and
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improve their readiness for
the labor market. At the heart
of this program is a career
development workshop to
prepare students for their
summer experience, as well
as student stipends to fund
unpaid internships.

Rich Feeley, an SPH as-
sociate professor and chair
ad interim of the global
health department, says the
Santander Fellows Program
is a vitally important program
for students, “not just at SPH,
but around BU, to do first-rate
practica around the world. It’s
atremendous opportunity to
obtain a high-quality training
experience for the future
leaders of public health.”

The original 2010 agree-
ment has grown over the
years. It was later amended
to fund advanced physics
research in graphene and
extended further in 2013 for
additional SPH fellowships
and the Hispanic Voices
cultural exchange program.

Feeley says the most re-
cent expansion of the pro-
gram allows SPH to “meet
the growing needs among
our increasing number of
students, but more impor-
tantly, it allows us to initiate
new opportunities with new
partners around the world.
We look forward to develop-
ing deeper relationships
with Santander Universi-
ties and their global affiliates
to expand our engagement
to other countries where
Santander is working.”

Banco Santander created
Santander Universities in
1996 to promote higher ed-
ucation as a way of contrib-
uting to economic and
social development. Since
its inception, Santander
Universities has disbursed
about $1.3 billion to more
than 1,100 academic insti-
tutions in 20 countries.
MICHAEL SAUNDERS

PhD student named first

Moorman-Simon Civic Fellow

Preventing Landslide Harm

in Uganda

IN JUNE 2012, A LANDSLIDE IN
eastern Uganda killed dozens and left
hundreds homeless. Scores of people had
been buried alive in a similar disaster in
the region two years earlier.

Kira Sullivan-Wiley (GRS’16) is
working to prevent such catastrophes
by studying Ugandans’ awareness of the
risks posed by landslides and other natural
disasters and then forming solutions in
partnership with agencies on the ground
there that could save lives and livelihoods.
A PhD candidate in the College of Arts
& Sciences department of earth and en-
vironment, Sullivan-Wiley was recently
awarded a 2014 Moorman-Simon Civic
Fellowship for her research.

Created last year by a gift from Uni-
versity overseer Ruth Moorman (CAS’88,
SED’89,09) and her husband, Sheldon
Simon, the fellowships are awarded to
outstanding doctoral students “whose
research and scholarship involves vig-
orous engagement with civic life and seeks
to establish a close partnership with the
community to solve critical problems,”
according to the Office of the Provost.
The long-term goal of the Moorman-
Simon Civic Fellowships is to establish a
“generation of scholars in the academy
who are committed to civic engagement”
around the world. The award provides
funding for tuition, fees, and a stipend
for two years.

“We were extremely pleased with the
caliber of candidates we saw in this first
year, all of whose work exemplifies the
spirit of civic engagement Ruth Moorman
and Sheldon Simon hoped to spark
through these fellowships,” says Timothy
Barbari, associate provost for graduate
affairs and a College of Engineering
professor of biomedical engineering. “All
of these students, and Kira in particular,
are performing outstanding, important
work in a host of diverse areas and truly
helping to effect positive change at the
local, national, and global level.”

Kira Sullivan-Wiley (GRS'16) is the first BU
student to be named a Moorman-Simon Civic
Fellow, in recognition of her work to prevent
environmental disasters in Uganda.

“The population I work with is quite
poor in terms of monetary income, and
they are located in areas that are vulner-
able to natural disasters,” says Sullivan-
Wiley, who visited the region for the third
time this past summer. “The community
is located near a volcanic mountain in
Uganda, and so the area has loose volcanic
soils and lots of rainfall. As they expand
and cultivate areas that have higher risks
for mudslides and landslides, they are
increasing the likelihood of a disaster.”

Her research examines how to reduce
vulnerability to a disaster, or “disaster risk
reduction,” mainly by examining the roles
that organizations like the Uganda Red
Cross Society and the American Red Cross
play in increasing awareness and risk miti-
gation behaviors. She hopes to suggest
ways the programs can improve getting
their message across.

Sullivan-Wiley says the fellowship
aligns well with her longer-range career
plan: “My doctoral work is an example
of the type of work I intend to conduct
throughout my career—work that builds
partnerships with practitioners and
communities, links academic knowledge
to action, and focuses on the effects of
development programs on people who
struggle with vulnerability to disasters.” AL
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