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in Vancouver,
Wash. Before
retiring from
Goodrich (now
part of UTC
Aerospace Sys-
tems) in 2012,
Villella had used
his business
skills around
the world.
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a time when high school was in
question, in terms of what my goals
were.” Villella, who grew up outside
Williamsport, Pa., says neither of
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GaI'y Villella iS making the kind of gift to Boston Uni-

versity that could have spared him a lot of grief as a teenager. A retired vice
president of human resources at Goodrich Corporation, Villella (CGS’69,
SMG’71) has established an endowment for one or more students to attend the
College of General Studies.
When Villella began his freshman year at CGS, he’d been working in
factories and driving dump trucks to make a living. Having sold his car and
possessions to cover first-semester tuition, Villella wasn’t sure he’d have the
funds to finish the year.
“I came from a family of very limited means,” says Villella. “I really didn’t
know I was going to pursue education beyond high school. In fact, there was

offer from the Radio Corporation
of America. The industrial rela-
tions trainee position kick-started
his human resources career in

“not only helped, it
meant someone cared
enough to consider me
for assistance.” And
although Villella believes
“there’s a huge benefit
to being able to finance
at least part of your
own education,” he also
says that “life presents
enough pressures; you
don’t need the financial
burdens as well.”

Helping to Lift a Financial Burden
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after the fund’s activation. BU
will match funds for the first $100
million of endowment support
pledged to the Century Challenge.
“The Century Challenge became
a catalyst for me to do something
now—see it, benefit from it—rather
than wait until I die and will some
money to the University,” says
Villella. “It doesn’t preclude me
from doing other things, but it gives
me a chance to feel more ownership
for what I was able to do.” m



