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the gift, plus a $500,000 contri-
bution from BU, will go toward
building the Shipley Center labs
in existing space on the Medical
Campus. The gift, which comes
through the Shipley Foundation,
allots $400,000 a year for 15 years
to fund research projects, such
as developing genetic tests to
determine the threat posed by
lesions or blood or urine tests

to screen high-risk individuals.
Antman estimates that, with
support staff, the center will
comprise 20 to 30 people, and
continue to grow as pilot grants
lead to additional federal and
industry funding.

Shipley’s gift will also cre-
ate an endowed professorship
designated as “at any rank”—full,
associate, or assistant profes-
sor—to allow BU to choose the
candidate most at the forefront
of the research. A community
engagement group, with men who
are either in a high-risk group
or are already diagnosed with
prostate cancer, will be organized
at the center as well. The group
will meet at least quarterly to
provide a patient perspective on
issues and procedures related to
the disease.

Shipley, of Sanibel, Fla., is the
founder of Shiprock Capital, a
private equity firm investing in
early- and expansion-state tech-
nology companies. Previously, he
was president and CEO of Shipley
Company, LLC, a firm founded
by his parents in 1957, which
became a world leader in elec-
tronic materials and process
technology development.

Previous gifts from Shipley
to BU are $2.5 million in 2008
to endow the Richard C. Shipley
Professorship in Management at
the Questrom School of Business
and $4 million in 2013 to endow
the Beverly A. Brown Profes-
sorship for the Improvement of
Urban Health. He is chair and a
founding fellow of the Univer-
sity’s William Fairfield Warren
Society. JB

Gift Enables Disabled

MED Students

Medical students face
long hours of study and
plenty of sleepless nights,
but Sam Wu and Pat
Tsang aren’t complaining
about their time at the
School of Medicine. What
they remember is an
education that prepared
them well.

Tsang (CAS’92, GRS'92,
MED’92) recalls that
MED “opened my mind to
pathology” as a career
focus. Born in Hong Kong,
she was the only inter-
national student in her
entering class. For Wu
(CAS’87, GRS’90, MED’92,
SPH’92), who contracted
polio as a youngster and
who uses a wheelchair,
MED “changed my life,
gave me my career,
and brought me my soul
mate.” The two, who were
married after graduation,
recently established the
Sam Wu, MD, and Patricia
Tsang, MD, Medical
Students with Disabilities
Equality Fund at MED.

“Back in the day,”
recalls Wu, “l needed
things | didn’t even know |
needed at first. For some
of my fieldwork, | needed
a car with hand controls.”
He also needed
a motorized
cart for getting
around the
hospital during
those long hours
of rounds.

Wu remem-
bers his first
meeting with
the people at
MED who would become
his mentors and teach-
ers. “When | first enrolled,
William McNary, then
dean of students, invited

all the chairs of the de-
partments to meet with
me,” he says. “Imagine:
me in a room with all the
clinical chairs. And they
all wanted to know how
they could help me. Even
now, 20-odd years later,
this still makes a huge
impression on me.”
Today, both Wu and
Tsang work for Geisinger
Health System, where
Tsang is medical director
of two clinical testing labs
and Wu is a practicing
physiatrist, a physician
who specializes in treat-
ing patients with disabili-
ties. “The medical school
gave us both so much,”
Wu says, “and this is a big
reason we were so excited

Will provide
special !
equipment
to equalize
training

to be able to honor it, its
dean, and the incredible
work being done there.
Our goal has been to start
a fund that could help

fill some of the gaps that
disabled students experi-
ence, to provide added
support for equipment
when there is a demon-
strated need—to buy that
specialized stethoscope
for the blind medical
student—in effect, to
equalize medical training
for disabled students

and lower the threshold
to getting an excellent
medical education.

“We want this fund to
help other students have
the same amazing expe-
riences Pat and | had.” FK

Pat Tsang and

Sam Wu visit with

~ Karen Antman,
dean of the School
of Medicine and
provostof the

Medical Campus.
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