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Winterfest 2013

alums Marissa and Jesse Kep-
pley were ardent BU hockey fans 
as undergraduates, attending all 
Terrier home games—even nam-
ing their son Colin Parker, after 
longtime men’s hockey head coach 
Jack Parker (SMG’68, Hon.’97).

But the Florida natives have 
never had much ice time them-
selves. That changed at Winter-
fest, held February 22 to 24 on 
the Charles River Campus, when 
Marissa (CAS’09), Jesse (CAS’08, 
GRS’12), and three-year-old Colin 
laced up for a turn around the 
outdoor ice rink set up on Marsh 
Plaza. “We were excited about 
skating,” Marissa Keppley said. 
“Marsh is my favorite place  
on campus.”

Sponsored by the BU Alumni 
Association, Winterfest was 
scheduled for February 8 to 10, 
but was postponed in anticipa- 
tion of the blizzard that dumped 
two feet of snow on the region and 
closed the University. The event 
drew approximately 800 alumni 
and other guests to campus. 

The outdoor skating rink was 
a first for Winterfest, now in its 
eighth year. Sandy Miller of Wa-
tertown, Mass., learned to skate  
as a child, but she eyed the artifi-
cial ice skeptically. “I put my in-
surance card in here just in case,” 
said Miller (GSM’77, SED’07),  
patting her coat pocket, “as a  
good luck charm.” Other activities 
included a men’s ice hockey game 
(the Terriers fell to UMass Lowell, 
3-0), a broomball tournament 
(the alumni team bested the stu-
dent team, 3-0), a women’s hockey 
game (BU beat Connecticut 7-5), 
and an ice-sculpting competition, 
which Derrick Kwan (CAS’14) and 
Meera Ganesan (CAS’13) won for 
their sculpture, “Baby Patrick,” 
based on the starfish in Sponge-
Bob SquarePants.

Winterfest a Time  
to Skate, Sculpt
Alumni and guests flock to campus for weekend event

By Cynthia K. Buccini

 Web extra  Watch a slideshow of Winterfest events at bu.edu/bostonia.
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Rhett waves from 
a giant inflatable 
snow globe on 
Marsh Plaza.
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g �Joan Dee 
(SED’59,’73),  
a retired School 
of Education 
associate dean, 
with the BU 
cheerleaders  
at the tailgate.

a �Six-year-old Drew 
Johnston-Lynch, 
son of Michael 
Lynch, a BU 
vice president 
and director of 
athletics, poses  
for a photo with  
a Rhett cutout  
at the tailgate.

f �Xuemei Zhong 
(MED’02) and her 
daughter, Danielle 
Gao, sketch their 
design for the ice-
sculpting contest.

p �Carlos Morales 
(GRS’02) with one  
of his daughters, 
two-year-old 
Alexandra, on the 
rink in Marsh Plaza.

g �At the social for 
young alumni, Ai 
Lu (CAS’03) (from 
left), Jonathan 
Seidmann (ENG’03), 
and Loelle Leacock 
(SAR’03).

g �Marissa Keppley 
(CAS’09) (from left), 
Colin Parker Keppley, 
and Jesse Keppley 
(CAS’08, GRS’12) on 
the ice-skating rink 
set up on Marsh Plaza 
for Winterfest.

Briana Ballis 
(CAS’11) 
and Mike 
Figuccio 
(CAS’11, 
SAR’11, 

GRS’12).
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