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A STORYTELLER ADVISES GRADS
TO WRITE THEIR OWN LIFE STORY

Entertainment exec and alum Bonnie Hammer addresses 144th Commencement

ONNIE HAMMER, named the “Most Powerful Woman in Entertainment” by the Hollywood Reporter, offered
a storyteller’s advice on how BU graduates might construct the narrative of a successful postcollege life at
the University’s 144th Commencement.

Hammer, chair of NBCUniversal Cable Entertainment Group, delivered the keynote address on May 21.
“When you leave today, you’ll begin to write the most powerful, most meaningful, and most entertaining
story of your life,” said Hammer (CGS’69, COM’71, SED’75, Hon’17). “It’s the story of you.”

A crowd of approximately 20,000 family, friends, and dignitaries gathered on Nickerson Field to watch
as the University awarded diplomas to about 6,530 seniors and graduate students and conferred 5 honor-
ary degrees.
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@ ONLINE: Complete Commencement coverage, including videos, is at bu.edu/bostonia.
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The graduates gave Hammer a standing ovation, but they
reserved their loudest cheers for retired Red Sox designated
hitter David Ortiz (Hon.17), who, like Hammer, received an
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