Addition to building will bear media giant's name

Sumner Redstone Gives
$18 Million to
School of Law

MEDIA GIANT AND for-
mer School of Law faculty
member Sumner M.
Redstone has given the
school $18 million, a gift
that will kick-start the
construction of an addition
to LAW’s main tower on the
Charles River Campus.
“On behalf of all my
colleagues at Boston Uni-
versity, I want to express
my deepest appreciation
for you, Sumner, and for
everything you've done for
the School of Law,” said
President Robert A. Brown
last September before a
packed audience of LAW
faculty and students in the
Metcalf Trustee Ballroom.
“The Boston University
School of Law is a hub of
legal scholarship and aca-
demic achievement,” said
Redstone (Hon.'94), after
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whom the addition will be
named. “The study that
takes place within its walls
is enormous. It’s my hope
that this beautiful build-
ing, and I must say it’s got a
pretty good name, will serve
students for many years

to come.”

In an earlier interview,
Redstone said, “I feel very
good about having the build-
ing named after me. I feel
avery close relationship
with Boston University.” A
1947 graduate of Harvard
Law School, he recalled with
fondness his three years on
the faculty of the BU school,
beginning in 1982, teaching
the school’s first course on
entertainment law. “It’sa
great law school,” he said.
Tad Jankowski (LAW’82),
his teaching assistant at the
time, went on to become
general counsel of National
Amusements, the theatrical
exhibition company pri-
vately owned by Redstone
and his daughter, Shari
Redstone (LAW’78,’81).

Redstone’s BU connec-
tion goes beyond his teach-
ing stint. This year marks
the 33rd Redstone Film

Festival, an annual high-
profile College of Commu-
nication event he sponsors.
And in 1994, he received
an honorary degree from
the University.

“Mr. Redstone’s com-
mitment to the law school
began many years ago as
amember of our faculty,
so itis fitting that our new
classroom building will bear
his name,” said Maureen A.
O’Rourke, dean of LAW.
“At a time when legal edu-
cation is facing many chal-
lenges, Mr. Redstone’s gift
is a tremendous vote of
confidence in the future of
legal education at Boston
University School of Law.”

The executive chairman
of CBS and Viacom has
spoken often about his
commitment to excellence.
His 2001 book, A Passion
to Win, written with Peter
Knobler, is the story of his
humble beginnings as the
child of Russian immigrants
in Boston and his lifelong
work of building a media
empire. “I was born with
nothing,” said Redstone,
who grew up in Boston’s
West End. “It was a long

journey from there to where
I am today, with lots of
difficulties along the way.”

Redstone joined the
family business, a chain of
drive-in movie theaters,
after working as a lawyer
for the U.S. Department
of Justice tax division
and a brief stint in private
practice. What began
as a modest enterprise
now operates about 950
screens, including Show-
case Cinemas, Multiplex
Cinemas, and Cinema
de Lux, as well as IMAX
theaters in the United
States and Argentina.

After a series of film
industry investments
and stock sales, in 1987
Redstone acquired Viacom
International, which owned
MTYV, Nickelodeon, and
the television network
CBS. The network split
from Viacom in 2005, but
Redstone remains chair
of both companies. In 2005
he acquired Paramount
Pictures and a year later
bought DreamWorks
Animation.

With a net worth of more
than $4 billion, the 89-year-
old Redstone attributes his
success to doing something
he loves and to unrelenting
hard work. “I work as hard
today as I ever did in my
life,” he said. SUSAN SELIGSON
AND LESLIE FRIDAY

By giving back to the community, we will

make it clear that we appreciate what we

get from the University. We want to give

a lot back, and we want to give service.”
Included in the tally will be hours of ser-

vice dating from fall 2011 through the cam-

paign's conclusion in 2017. (The 2011 hours

are included to reflect the campaign’s unoffi-

cial “quiet” period, which began about two

and a half years ago.) As of early January

University at bu.edu/bostonia.

2013, nearly 304,000 hours had already
been donated.

McCoy says that part of the inspiration
for the idea came from a student initia-
tive commemorating the inauguration
of President Robert A. Brown in 2006.
Jonathan Marker (CAS'07), then Student
Union president, pledged one hour of com-
munity service for each undergraduate
student—17,000 hours in total—as a gift

to Brown, a goal that was exceeded by sev-
eral thousand hours.

This time, the same emphasis is being
placed on getting 100 percent participation
from students, McCoy says, adding that it
isn't necessary for a student to volunteer
with a group to be counted. Anyone who
spends time working with an outside non-
profit, tutoring, or helping a frail neighbor
can contribute their hours. AL ®
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