
 
 

The Drive-In Theater: Keeping Drama Alive During the 
Lockdown 

New York Times, 5/31/2020: “Czech theater companies couldn’t perform onstage during 

the early phases of the pandemic. So they took over a parking lot.” 

 
CT Office of the Arts funds ‘Artists Respond’ projects that 
can be enjoyed while maintaining social distancing 

Hartford Courant, 5/30/2020: “The initiative funds projects that create free, online 

artistic content. Many artists are addressing COVID-related issues. Other projects are 

unrelated to the crisis. But in the grand scheme, they’re all about the pandemic, because all 

the funded projects must be available virtually, to bring art to the public while preserving 

social distancing.” 

 
These Images Brilliantly Convey the Struggle of Life Under 
Lockdown 

Fstoppers, 5/30/2020: “While people’s physical health has been hard to ignore, the impact 

of the global pandemic on mental wellbeing is definitely being felt, but often goes unseen 

and undocumented. One artist’s project has evolved under lockdown, giving a means of 

expressing how mental health may affect us long after the stay-at-home orders have been 

lifted.” 

 
Mark Morris Gives Video Dances a Whirl 
New York Times, 5/29/2020: “Rolling with the times, the choreographer unveiled four 

new works, created with the assistance of Zoom. His musicality? It’s intact.” 

 
Big Name Artists Offer Affordable Art to Combat COVID-
19 

Ocula Magazine, 5/29/2020: “Hong Kong art space Para Site is among the latest 

institutions to join the 2020Solidarity campaign, in which posters by over 50 artists, 

including Wolfgang Tillmans, Thomas Struth and Thao Nguyen Phan, are being sold to 
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support struggling art organisations. Para Site is selling the posters for 400 HKD in what 

they’re calling The Hong Kong Collective Independent Art Spaces Fundraiser, which will 

support 17 Hong Kong cultural venues, community projects and independent spaces.” 

 
COVID-19 rules prompt Utah theater group to perform 
Shakespeare in the parking garage 

Salt Lake Tribune, 5/29/2020: “The production by the theater company 

SONDERimmersive, ‘Through Yonder Window,’ will run Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays, 

June 4-13, in the north parking garage of The Gateway shopping complex in downtown Salt 

Lake City.” 

 
Dozens of dancers will perform on the streets of downtown 
St. Petersburg on June 6 

Tampa Bay Times, 5/29/2020: “The show will feature 35 local dancers spaced out 10 feet 

apart along First Avenue S. Bicyclists and pedestrians can watch.” 

 
Arts Foundation Turns Over Instagram To Local Artists 

Tucson Weekly, 5/28/2020: “The Arts Foundation for Tucson and Southern Arizona is 

continuing to serve as a hub for local creatives during COVID-19 by allowing artists to “take 

over” their Instagram stories. With access to their platform, artists can share their work, 

teach the audience about art techniques and display their home studios.” 

 
Playing to an Empty Room: Paris Orchestra Plays Strauss 
in COVID-19 Era 

New York Times, 5/28/2020: “Renaud Capuçon, a French concert violinist accustomed to 

playing to rooms of 2,000 people and more, performed on Thursday evening to an empty 

auditorium, but he said the experience was none the worse for it. ‘It’s like a return to life,’ 

he said of the performance, his first at the Philharmonie de Paris concert hall since the 

COVID-19 outbreak forced the cancellation of all concerts back in March. . . . Capuçon and 

his 23-person string orchestra on Thursday evening performed ‘Metamorphosen,’ a piece 

https://www.sltrib.com/artsliving/2020/05/29/covid-rules-prompt-utah/
https://www.sltrib.com/artsliving/2020/05/29/covid-rules-prompt-utah/
https://www.tampabay.com/arts-entertainment/arts/2020/05/29/dozens-of-dancers-will-perform-on-the-streets-of-downtown-st-petersburg-on-june-6/
https://www.tampabay.com/arts-entertainment/arts/2020/05/29/dozens-of-dancers-will-perform-on-the-streets-of-downtown-st-petersburg-on-june-6/
https://www.tucsonweekly.com/TheRange/archives/2020/05/28/arts-foundation-turns-over-instagram-to-local-artists
https://www.nytimes.com/reuters/2020/05/28/arts/28reuters-health-coronavirus-france-concert.html
https://www.nytimes.com/reuters/2020/05/28/arts/28reuters-health-coronavirus-france-concert.html


 
 

by German composer Richard Strauss. The auditorium, which can seat up to 2,400 people, 

was empty, apart from one or two staff members wearing surgical masks – complying with 

a French government ban on mass gatherings still in force even as some other restrictions 

have been eased. The members of the orchestra themselves were not required to wear 

masks, but had to stay seated at least 1 meter (1.09 yards)away from each other on the 

concert hall stage. The audience was virtual: people watching and listening at home via a 

live stream on the concert hall’s website.” 

 
SF theater company creates more than 140 jobs for actors 
with online festival 
ABC 7 News, 5/28/2020: “San Francisco based ‘PlayGround’ has supported young 

playwrights and actors for 25 years. And now they are hosting the nation’s largest 

livestreamed festival of new works called PlayGround Zoom Fest to celebrate their 

anniversary.” 

 
With The Arrival Of Drive-By Art, The Car Culture Of Los 
Angeles Is Getting A Cultural Boost In The Age Of Covid-
19 

Forbes, 5/28/2020: “This weekend in Los Angeles, aficionados deprived of gallery 

openings and museum exhibitions will have an opportunity to see dozens of artworks 

while driving. All of the art will be outdoors, much of it site-specific and timely in terms of 

subject. Genres range from painting and sculpture to projection and performance. There is 

no admission fee. A map is your ticket.” 

 
The rise of a new theatre aesthetic in an age of Zoom 

Monash University, 5/28/2020: “We’re witnessing the emergence of a new theatre 

aesthetic characterised by a ‘causal intimacy’, and a ‘low-tech, low-key, one-on-one, close-

up’ approach to theatre-making. Theatre-makers have taken to Zoom, incorporating sock 

puppets, soliloquies and miniaturised figures composed of household items to captivate 

audiences trapped in their homes.” 
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For One Theater, a ‘Marvelous’ Way to Perform in 
Lockdown 

New York Times,  5/28/2020: “With actors on payroll, Seacoast Rep has removed seats, 

added tech equipment and is selling tickets for a musical livestreamed every weekend. The 

Seacoast Repertory Theater revival of ‘The Marvelous Wonderettes’ that opened on May 16 

looked like fully produced live theater, because it was. The costumed cast of four was acting 

and singing up a storm in real time and on real sets, backed by an actual four-piece band. 

The retro, pastel-colored jukebox musical popped. But there was no audience in the house 

— the ticket-holders, kept home in the age of Covid-19, were all streaming. ‘I was 

flabbergasted, watching our friends around the country, other regional houses big and 

small, just closing their doors, going home and saying ‘See you in 2021,’’ Brandon James, 

the co-artistic director, said on the phone. ‘People in the industry thought ‘no live audience 

means no live theater.’ We thought we just had to change our delivery system.’” 

 
Deadline extended for Toledo Museum of Art COVID-19 
Virtual Quilting Bee 

Toledo (OH) Sentinel-Tribune, 5/28/2020: “Individuals will submit photos of their quilt 

blocks for inclusion; the blocks will be ‘stitched together’ in an online photo gallery and 

through TMA’s social media platforms.” 

 
Spectral Actors and Viewer Voting: German-Language 
Theater Adapts 

New York Times, 5/28/2020: “In an artistic world that constantly deconstructs itself, the 

creators of ‘The Plague’ and ‘Dekalog’ turned toward digital tools, with self-filmed actors 

and direction from the audience.” 

 
‘More Blue’: An Artwork Shows the Sea Changing During 
Lockdown 
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New York Times, 5/27/2020: “A data-driven media installation, created to reflect marine 

conditions around the world, has altered with the slowing human activity.” 

 
A massive art installation about the COVID-19 pandemic 
has taken over Toronto billboards 

blogTO, 5/27/2020: “It’s All Right Now, a Toronto-wide scheme from The Bentway 

Conservancy, just launched on Monday, and it’s turning digital billboards into canvasses for 

more than 20 Toronto-based artists answering the question: What words are you living 

by?” 

 
By Redeploying Her Staff in Some Ingenious New Ways, 
the Director of Texas’s Blanton Museum Has Managed to 
Avoid Job Cuts Entirely 

artnet news, 5/27/2020: “Museum director Simone Wicha has found new projects for staff 

most at risk of losing their jobs during the shutdown.” 

 
Joy in the time of coronavirus: Indian-Americans make 
place for the arts in a pandemic 

CNBC TV18, 5/27/2020: “Who would have thought you would be able to watch a festival of 

regional Indian theater live as you ate your breakfast in New York and your extended 

family in New Delhi could see the same plays in real time over dinner? Recently the Indian 

Consulate in New York presented Vibrations, a Diaspora Theater Festival and this was not 

held in any theater or arts space but virtually right in your own home. It showcased three 

new plays, all created during the Covid-19 pandemic, uniquely woven together with actors 

each performing their own part in self-quarantine.” 

 
Philadelphia Orchestra brings music to Penn Medicine 
patients 

Philly Voice, 5/27/2020: “The virtual content is being streamed at six health care facilities, 

including Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania.” 

https://www.blogto.com/arts/2020/05/art-installation-covid-19-toronto-billboards/
https://www.blogto.com/arts/2020/05/art-installation-covid-19-toronto-billboards/
https://news.artnet.com/art-world/how-blanton-museum-avoided-layoffs-1871334
https://news.artnet.com/art-world/how-blanton-museum-avoided-layoffs-1871334
https://news.artnet.com/art-world/how-blanton-museum-avoided-layoffs-1871334
https://www.cnbctv18.com/buzz/joy-in-the-time-of-coronavirus-indian-americans-make-place-for-the-arts-in-a-pandemic-6010641.htm
https://www.cnbctv18.com/buzz/joy-in-the-time-of-coronavirus-indian-americans-make-place-for-the-arts-in-a-pandemic-6010641.htm
https://www.phillyvoice.com/philadelphia-orchestra-penn-medicine-streaming-music-hospital-patients-covid-19/
https://www.phillyvoice.com/philadelphia-orchestra-penn-medicine-streaming-music-hospital-patients-covid-19/


 
 

‘Corona town’: Cuban graffiti depicts anguish, urges 
courage 

Reuters, 5/26/2020: “A skeleton reaches up from the ground to clutch at a fantastical 

winged creature. A hunched figure wearing a face mask drags behind it an entangled mass 

of stricken faces and lanky limbs. A butterfly flutters out of the mouth of a body laid to rest. 

Welcome to ‘Ciudad Corona’ (Corona Town), a collection of murals by Cuban artist Yulier 

Rodriguez in the backyard of a friend’s home in southern Havana. “ 

 
The Pragmatist’s Progress: Mark Morris Adapts to 
Creating Online 

New York Times, 5/26/2020: “‘I never had an interest in technology before,’ said the 

choreographer, whose first batch of online dances will stream this week.” 

 
Giovanni Garrone explores what the world will look like if 
quarantine doesn’t end 

designboom, 5/26/2020: “amsterdam-based designer giovanni garrone introduces the 

‘beyond’ series, presenting his take on what the world will look like if quarantine due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic doesn’t end. the series features black & white imagery that depicts 

famous urban landmarks, being overrun by rich vegetation.” 

 
Global Film Festival Aims to Bridge Coronavirus Distances 

New York Times, 5/26/2020: “The 10-day ‘We Are One: A Global Film Festival,’ starting 

Friday on YouTube, will feature new and classic movies, talks with directors, and music and 

comedy curated by 21 festivals including those in Berlin, Cannes, Venice, Toronto and New 

York.” 
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How Music Videos Get Made in the Time of the 
Coronavirus 

The Ringer, 5/26/2020: “Pop stars and indie artists alike are taking new approaches to 

music videos—and finding that they may be the most adaptive medium for making creative 

material in a largely shut down world.” 

 
The Museum of Quarantine: An exhibition of our pandemic 
times, Hollywood style 

Los Angeles Times, 5/26/2020: “[T]he Museum of Quarantine on Quebec [is] an outdoor 

community gallery, and home to all manner of telling ephemera related to life in the 

coronavirus era, in the winding hills of the Hollywood Dell neighborhood of Los Angeles. 

Creative director, architect and artist Ann Morrow Johnson started it on the gray fence 

bordering her property.” 

 
How a Pianist Salvaged His Lost Carnegie Hall Debut 

New York Times, 5/25/2020: “Once the coronavirus pandemic canceled concerts around 

the world, Timo Andres decided to reconstruct his recital as a series of YouTube videos.” 

 
Art-In-Place Initiative Invites Artists to Display Exhibits 
Outside Homes 

NBC 5 Chicago, 5/24/2020: “A new public art initiative allows artists from around the 

world to feature their installations outside their homes for the public to appreciate while 

following the stay-at-home orders. Art-In-Place is a collaboration between CNL Projects 

and Terrain Exhibitions. Between May 20 and June 20, more than 200 exhibits are expected 

to be installed in the Chicago-area, spokesperson Cortney Lederer said.” 

 
Asian American Artists Illustrate Students’ Coronavirus 
Stories 

Diverse Issues in Higher Education, 5/24/2020: “In a new social media campaign called 

#MyCovid19Semester, the University of Connecticut’s Asian and Asian American Studies 
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Institute selected four Asian American artists to illustrate students’ written narratives 

about the coronavirus. Each artist chose one student’s story to tell – and the final results 

were shared online to encourage students from across the country to submit their own 

thoughts and artwork. The institute plans to share those submissions on social media.” 

 
German theatre company performs in a car park due to 
coronavirus restrictions 

euronews, 5/24/2020: “One group of performers in Germany is adapting to the new 

normal by performing to limited audiences in a car park. The Deutsches Theater in 

Göttingen had to close their stage due to the coronavirus pandemic which has hit the 

theatre industry hard. ‘We play in the underground car park because we can’t play on stage 

because of all the social distancing rules,’ explained Marina Lara Poltman, an actor in the 

drama. ‘So right now we’ve created a very special situation: everybody sits in their cars 

with the windows shut so there’s no chance of physical contact.’” 

 
On Saturday, the Hollywood Bowl reopened. And 
Dudamel and… Kenny Loggins performed. Huh? 

Los Angeles Times, 5/24/2020: “For L.A. music fans, it was heartbreaking but unsurprising 

when the Hollywood Bowl canceled its season for the first time in nearly a century, because 

of COVID-19. But the beloved band shell wasn’t completely emptied out. Not if you’re the 

WME partner who throws the hottest-ticket private Zoom party for the entertainment biz. 

For two months since the pandemic began, agent Richard Weitz and his 17-year-old 

daughter, Demi, have thrown invitation-only fundraising variety shows on Zoom that roped 

in A-list artists to perform, while film and music industry execs watched from their 

couches. The two usually host shows from their kitchen counter, but on Saturday, the 

regulars watched them beamed in from a familiar but now melancholy spot: a box at the 

Hollywood Bowl.” 

 
LISTEN TO WOMXN Virtual Music Festival Is Now 
Accepting Artist Submissions 
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Grammy.com, 5/23/2020: “The two-day online event, taking place June 26-27, is providing 

a platform for female and non-binary artists.” 

 
Big art, small package: Tiny plays offered to stage at 
home 

ABC News, 5/22/2020: “There’s a push by not-for-profit theater companies from New York 

to California to keep people connected to live theater [through the ‘Play At Home’ 

initiative.] The initiative works like this: Theaters commission playwrights to write a new 

micro-work for $500. Those plays are then offered free online so people can download 

them to perform at home or via video chat with relatives and friends. This week, ‘Play at 

Home’ crossed a milestone with 100 commissions.” 

 
Creating an Exhibition of Britain’s Lockdown Dreams 

New York Times, 5/22/2020: “The artist Grayson Perry talks about his latest TV series, 

‘Grayson’s Art Club,’ which showcases art made by a British public trapped at home.” 

 
Review: Miss seeing art? 100 artists come to the rescue 
with work in public view across L.A. 

Los Angeles Times, 5/22/2020: “[A] sprawling, shrewdly conceived show ‘We Are Here / 

Here We Are’ organized by the artist-run Durden and Ray gallery in downtown Los 

Angeles. . . . Ninety-seven works have been installed all over Los Angeles County in places 

viewable from the street or sidewalk. Unlike other such art exhibitions — a small but 

growing phenomenon, since most museums and galleries closed and the migration of art to 

online digital platforms has proved less than satisfying — this one is not concentrated in a 

particular part of the city. Instead, it embraces L.A. sprawl.” 

 
The Pérez Art Museum Miami Is Closed, But It Still Went 
on a Buying Spree at Local Miami Art Galleries 

artnet news, 5/22/2020: “The museum has dedicated its latest round of acquisitions to 

local galleries, offering a much-needed influx of cash while they are closed.” 
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Broadway Veterans Offer Master Classes During 
Quarantine 

Forbes, 5/21/2020: “With Broadway shut down, what’s a world-class stage actor to do? 

Many of them have filled their time appearing in online master classes offered by Bridge to 

Broadway, an organization launched during the pandemic by veteran Broadway actor Erik 

Liberman.” 

 
Dancing on Their Own During the Coronavirus Crisis 

The New Yorker, 5/21/2020: “It’s noon on a Friday in May, and the now-familiar 

illuminated squares of Zoom begin to pop up on a computer screen. A masked dancer in a 

studio, which is empty but for a pianist, peers into her computer’s camera, calling out a 

cheerful ‘Hi, everyone! So good to see you!’ . . . The dancers of American Ballet Theatre have 

gathered for their daily virtual ballet class, as many of them have done since March 14th, 

the day after the company, based near Union Square in Manhattan, sent everyone home. . . . 

About thirty of the company’s ninety dancers join the class on any given day.” 

 
Short Cuts Theatre Festival goes outside the box with 
shows from inside the home 

Saskatoon Star-Phoenix, 5/21/2020: “The Short Cuts Theatre Festival in Saskatoon has 

become an annual staple for local performers, directors, and playwrights to strengthen and 

demonstrate their talents on stage in front of a live audience. Produced by On The Boards 

Staging Company and Hardly Art Theatre with artistic director Yvette Nolan at the helm, 

there was no way for the showcase of six short plays to occur in a live theatre in 2020 due 

to the COVID-19 pandemic. The organizers of the festival decided to take things digital, 

trading the openness of a live venue for the box frames of a video call. The full show will get 

an evening performance on May 23 and a matinee on May 24. Putting on a live show via 

video calling is new ground for everyone involved, and it’s taken some creative thinking to 

create a single stage out of a handful of remote video feeds.” 

 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/tonifitzgerald/2020/05/21/broadway-veterans-offer-master-classes-during-quarantine/#2c42096f246c
https://www.forbes.com/sites/tonifitzgerald/2020/05/21/broadway-veterans-offer-master-classes-during-quarantine/#2c42096f246c
https://www.newyorker.com/culture/culture-desk/dancing-on-their-own-during-the-coronavirus-crisis
https://thestarphoenix.com/entertainment/local-arts/short-cuts-theatre-festival-goes-outside-the-box-with-shows-from-inside-the-home/
https://thestarphoenix.com/entertainment/local-arts/short-cuts-theatre-festival-goes-outside-the-box-with-shows-from-inside-the-home/


 
 

Virtual Benedetti Sessions: How do I join in with Nicola 
Benedetti’s mass tutorials, and what pieces will I learn? 

ClassicFM, 5/21/2020: “Violinist Nicola Benedetti and her talented team of Benedetti 

Foundation tutors have launched online mass tutorials – here’s everything you need to 

know.” 

 
‘I Have to Make Use of What Is at My Disposal.’ 
New York Times, 5/20/2020: “What Zanele Muholi, Titus Kaphar, Kara Walker and other 

artists are creating during quarantine.” 

 
13-year-old Broadway star Joshua Turchin hosts 
‘Coronavirus Cabaret’ 
WABC-TV, 5/20/2020: “A young performer has placed himself front and center online after 

his Broadway musical shut down along with all the other shows during the coronavirus 

pandemic. Joshua Turchin, 13, calls his segment, ‘The Corona Cabaret,’ and he uses it to 

raise money for a non-profit group, The Actor’s Fund. And he’s featuring some superstar 

friends.” 

 
Artist creates paintings from news stories chronicling 
Covid-19 crisis 

The Guardian, 5/20/2020: “Like everyone else in the age of coronavirus, the artist Marc 

Quinn is going through the emotional wringer daily. But unlike most of us, he has been 

inspired to create a torrent of creative work – a personal visual diary of the global health 

emergency. Quinn, best known for freezing 10 pints of his own blood in a bust of his head, 

says the pieces are ‘coming out of his ears’ in the studio where he has been in isolation 

during lockdown. His ‘viral paintings’, seen here for the first time, are phone screenshots of 

news stories – from outlets including the Guardian – printed on enormous canvases, over 

which Quinn pours and splashes oil paint.” 

 

https://www.classicfm.com/artists/nicola-benedetti/virtual-sessions-how-to-join-in-music-to-learn/
https://www.classicfm.com/artists/nicola-benedetti/virtual-sessions-how-to-join-in-music-to-learn/
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/05/20/magazine/covid-quarantine-art.html
https://abc7ny.com/coronavirus-cabaret-broadway-joshua-turchin-josh/6198694/
https://abc7ny.com/coronavirus-cabaret-broadway-joshua-turchin-josh/6198694/
https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2020/may/20/artist-creates-paintings-from-news-stories-chronicling-covid-19-crisis
https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2020/may/20/artist-creates-paintings-from-news-stories-chronicling-covid-19-crisis


 
 

Coronavirus: Damien Hirst on art, rainbows and coping 
with lockdown 

Sky News, 5/20/2020: “No stranger to accusations of plagiarism, Damien Hirst admits all 

his ideas are “stolen” and his latest concept is pinched from children. But it’s for a good 

cause. Like thousands in lockdown, the Turner Prize winner has been painting rainbows – 

customising them with his famed butterfly wings motif to add meaning and value to the 

nation’s chosen symbol of hope during coronavirus. The prints, are priced £300 and 

£1,000, are available to buy until 25 May through the art website Heni Editions, with all 

proceeds going to NHS Charities Together and The Felix Project (a London surplus food 

distributor). 

 
NADA Launches Profit-Sharing Virtual Fair to Help 200 
Galleries During Pandemic 

Hypebeast, 5/20/2020: “Following its partnership with the Kinkade Family Foundation, 

the New Art Dealers Alliance (NADA) just launched a virtual fair to help galleries turn 

profits during the COVID-19 pandemic. The online initiative, aptly titled FAIR, will see 20 

percent of all sales will go into a collective pool and split evenly among the dealers. An 

additional 20 percent will go to artists on show. Instead of the traditional participating fee, 

galleries will pay 10 percent of their sales proceeds to NADA for organizing the online 

presentation. The remaining 50 percent will go directly to the gallery for each sale.” 

 
The Online Museum of Multiplayer Art Turns the Viewing 
Experience into a Game 

Art in America, 5/20/2020: “The Online Museum of Multiplayer Art (oMoMA) launched 

April 3 as a lo-fi virtual filial of LikeLike, a physical venue for experimental games. LikeLike 

hosts shows once a month in a converted garage in Pittsburgh, but its new online arcade-

meets-gallery is open around the clock as an interactive environment. Where many art 

museums have opted for photogrammetric digital products, LikeLike’s aesthetic is 

charmingly, cartoonishly simple, and the ‘Multiplayer’ in its name indicates that it is 

conceived as a game rather than a document. It has the scrolling, 2D view of early computer 

https://news.sky.com/story/coronavirus-damien-hirst-on-art-rainbows-and-coping-with-lockdown-11991635
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games rather than the first-person-shooter perspective that pervades Google’s museum 

tours.” 

 
3-D Sound and a Zoom Apocalypse: The Plays That 
Come to Life Online 

New York Times, 5/20/2020: “Watching on a screen can feel like a poor imitation of real-

life theater, but some artists are using the communications technology we now rely on to 

enhance the streaming experience.” 

 
Movement Theatre Company focuses on designers as art 
shifts online 

All Arts, 5/20/2020: “As the art world shifts its focus to the digital sphere, what happens to 

designers who work in three-dimensional spaces? The Harlem-based Movement Theatre 

Company presents one solution: virtual commissions. Launched as part of its ‘1MOVE’ 

program, ‘DES19NED BY … ‘ presents an opportunity for early-career designers to create 

digital content in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. The 15 commissioned artists will 

each receive $500 to support their work. The results will be shared in an online video 

gallery, set to open early June 2020.” 

 
What 11 Artists Have Created During Quarantine 

Architectural Digest, 5/19/2020: “For these inspiring minds, sheltering in place has 

brought with it the ability to tap into untold creativity.” 

 
A pianist took his grand piano on a barge, to serenade the 
canals of Venice 

ClassicFM, 5/19/2020: “An Italian pianist has treated local residents in Venice to a 

beautiful outdoor concert, while sailing down one of the city’s most colourful canals. Ever 

since Italy’s lockdown measures were put in place to tackle the coronavirus pandemic, the 

usually bustling Grand Canal has seemed much quieter than usual – but now, the soothing 

sound of a grand piano rings out over the water.” 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/20/theater/theater-online-the-encounter.html?smid=nytcore-ios-share
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/20/theater/theater-online-the-encounter.html?smid=nytcore-ios-share
https://allarts.org/2020/05/movement-theatre-company-design/
https://allarts.org/2020/05/movement-theatre-company-design/
https://www.architecturaldigest.com/story/artists-work-in-quarantine
https://www.classicfm.com/discover-music/instruments/piano/pianist-barge-serenade-canals-venice/
https://www.classicfm.com/discover-music/instruments/piano/pianist-barge-serenade-canals-venice/


 
 

Newly Minted Artists, Facing a Precarious Future, Take 
Action 

New York Times, 5/19/2020: “How do you get discovered in a teetering art world? 

Graduating students organize shows with peers, team up with dealers — and lobby for 

relief funds. Will they bring change?” 

 
“Heal the World With Love and Music,” a Global 
Fundraising Performance for COVID-19 Medical 
Research, Announced to Debut on September 21, 2021 

Cision PR Newswire, 5/19/2020: “Kicking Off in Verona, Italy; Beijing, China; and New 

York City, Award-Winning Executive Producer Tony Renis, Along with Producers 

Gianmarco Mazzi, Julius Nasso, Frankie Nasso, Boban Zlatkovic and Gianluca Curti to 

Partner with Charity Brands to Launch International Fundraising Show with 

Entertainment’s Biggest Names.” 

 
‘I wanted to give hope’: the artists making upbeat 
coronavirus murals 

The Guardian, 5/19/2020: “An ambitious new project aims to create 1,000 new murals 

across the US to promote hope and community during the pandemic.” 

 
The artist JR created a virtual yearbook for high school 
students whose graduation ceremonies were canceled. 

Artsy, 5/18/2020: “This past weekend, the artist JR contributed to a television special 

honoring high school graduates of 2020. The program, called Graduate Together: America 

Honors the High School Class Of 2020, was created to celebrate this year’s graduates, as 

they have had physical graduation ceremonies cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic. In 

addition to involvement from several celebrities, the program featured a virtual yearbook 

of sorts developed by JR. His global art project ‘Inside Out’ teamed up with the XQ Institute 

to create a massive digital yearbook for the high school graduates of 2020. The project 
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website invites graduating seniors to participate in ‘the largest yearbook, ever’ in three 

simple steps.” 

 
Boston Symphony Orchestra keeps making music despite 
coronavirus cancellations 

Worcester Telegram, 5/17/2020: “[C]losures caused by the COVID-19 virus and 

subsequent restrictions on large gatherings have forced the BSO to turn to alternative 

methods, such as producing educational and performative videos, in order to continue to 

engage with the community.” 

 
What does the coronavirus sound like? Classical music 
composers answer with strings … and screams 

Philadelphia Inquirer, 5/17/2020: “It’s the climactic moment of All the Rage, a solo violin 

work written in recent weeks by Philadelphia composer David Serkin Ludwig, a Curtis 

Institute faculty member, to capture what he calls ‘the intense rage that people are feeling 

… against our government’s response and negligence.’ Leading up to the scream is solo 

violin writing that’s meant to capture the distorted sound of death metal electric guitar. All 

the Rage is just one of the 40-and-counting short pieces for unaccompanied violin that Koh 

has commissioned in recent weeks through her nonprofit Arco Collaborative. These new 

works — running anywhere from 30 seconds to three minutes — are written not for next 

month or next year but to be premiered now in her weekly Facebook Live programs each 

Saturday.” 

 
While Most Museums Remain Closed, 3 Kansas City 
Penguins Enjoyed a Day of Experiencing Great Works of 
Art 

Time Magazine, 5/17/2020: “Earlier this month, one temporarily closed cultural 

institution received visitors from the Kansas City Zoo: a trio of Humboldt penguins. On May 

6, the three penguins strolled through halls of the the Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art, located 

in Kansas City, Mo., viewing artworks by Impressionist and Baroque masters. Julián 
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Zugazagoitia, the director and CEO of the museum, tells TIME that he had expected that 

they would be most interested in the works by Claude Monet, because they are ‘soothing’ 

and resemble water. However, the waddling visitors seemed to be most engaged with the 

Baroque works, including those by Caravaggio, Zugazagoitia says.” 

 
Explore This Socially Distanced L.A. Art Project Without 
Leaving Your Couch 

Vogue, 5/16/2020: “[O]ver 150 artists, including Karen Finley, Anthony James, Channing 

Hansen, Inès Longevial, Joe Pugliese, Sarah Sitkin, Tallulah Willis and show producer Liana 

Weston, have convened to contribute art that will be collected in video montages and 

projected through the windows of the now-closed Taschen gallery space on Beverly 

Boulevard in Los Angeles.” 

 
“It’s A Public Service In A Time That Is Scary And Heavy”: 
Emma Stone And Ryan Heffington Discuss His 
Quarantine Dance Craze 

Vogue, 5/16/2020: “The La La Land star weighs in on the choreographer’s adored 

Instagram live stream that is quickly turning a locked-down world into dancers.” 

 
Is the Hand Quicker Than the Zoom Window? 

New York Times, 5/15/2020: “With theaters and nightclubs closed, magicians have 

pivoted to remote performance. Can your screen be a place of enchantment?” 

 
Saturday Night Without Fever Hopefully 

Brand New, 5/15/2020: “Distance Disco is a digital matchmaking dance party: find the 

person dancing to your song! For Distance Disco you’ll need: your best dance moves . . . a 

computer + webcam + internet . . . a cool outfit . . . BYO drinks. Distance Disco (currently in 

beta version) is initiated and created by Amsterdam based independent and interactive 

artists as a quirky social experiment. The project is created by DuoDisco (Mark 
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Meeuwenoord, Arjan Scherpenisse and Klasien van de Zandschulp) in collaboration with 

TIN.” 

 
With Movie Theaters Closed, Marquees Go Viral 
New York Times, 5/15/2020: “As businesses across the country remain shuttered, movie 

theater marquees offer jokes and advice to those wandering by.” 

 
A 92-Year-Old Piano Teacher Won’t Let Students Miss 
Bach in the Pandemic 

New York Times, 5/15/2020: “Cornelia Vertenstein, a Holocaust survivor, is still teaching 

piano lessons over FaceTime from her Denver home.” 

 
Coronavirus: Art depicting Romania’s health workers as 
Christian saints slammed as ‘blasphemous’ 
Euronews, 5/15/2020: “Artwork depicting health workers on the COVID-19 frontline as 

Christian saints has riled the Romanian Orthodox Church. The controversial posters have 

been appearing across Bucharest and are part of a campaign to thank Romania’s medical 

staff.” 

 
United in Music: A virtual charity concert to aid UNHCR’S 
coronavirus response 

UNHCR:USA, 5/15/2020: “Orchestral musicians from 30 countries, led by Maestro Shlomo 

Mintz, team up for globe-spanning performance in support of the UN Refugee Agency’s 

COVID-19 appeal.” 

 
Artists fill their windows with light displays for isolation 
exhibit 

New York Post, 5/15/2020: “Lockdown-friendly exhibit Light Windows is shining art into 

the world this month by encouraging those with access to windows and ways of 

illuminating them to cast some love onto the Earth’s empty streets. The global installation 
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features a handful of windows based in New York City, all of which can be visited — 

virtually or in person at night — using the exhibit’s online map.” 

 
Drive-By Art Exhibition Provides Socially Distanced Dose 
of Culture 

Smithsonian Magazine, 5/14/2020: “[A] drive-by exhibition held on the South Fork of 

Long Island has . . . [enabled] locals to view art while maintaining social distancing 

measures. The show, titled ‘Drive-By-Art (Public Art in This Moment of Social Distancing),’ 

took place last weekend. Featuring works by 52 artists, the event served as ‘an outdoor 

public art exhibition … experienced from the safety and intimacy of one’s own automobile,’ 

according to its official description. Art on view included roadside sculptures, live 

performances, videos projected onto the sides of buildings and paintings installed within 

the natural landscape. 

 
Graffiti artists using closed cities as canvases during 
pandemic 

NBC News, 5/14/2020: “As hundreds of thousands of people have died from COVID-19 

worldwide and everyday life has been disrupted, graffiti art in New York City and 

elsewhere has reflected mourning and frustrations and hope, and is being used as an outlet 

for creativity and expression amid shutdowns and panic.” 

 
An African Literary Festival for the Age of Coronavirus 

New York Times, 5/14/2020: “Book events worldwide are on hold, but Afrolit Sans 

Frontieres uses social media to host frank discussions around writing, creativity, sex and 

violence.” 

 
Belly Up releases 39 live albums to offset COVID-19 
closure losses 

Encinitas Advocate, 5/14/2020: “Closed since mid-March because of the coronavirus 

pandemic, the Belly Up nightclub has devised a novel way to keep the music playing while 
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the 46-year-old Solana Beach venue entered its ninth week of being shuttered. Billed as the 

SharkBelly Festival, the online-only event — which launched May 6 — will let fans 

download 39 complete live albums, for the next 90 days only, from bellyuplive.com. All of 

them were recorded at the famed North County club, which over the years has hosted 

everyone from B.B. King, the Rolling Stones and Lady Gaga to Green Day, No Doubt and 

Jimmy Buffett.” 

 
Locked Down Neighbors Let Loose at ‘Quaranchella’ 
Concerts 

Billboard, 5/14/2020: “For 15 years, Adam Chester has subbed for Elton John, performing 

John’s parts in rehearsals with the rocker’s band. But with John sitting out the pandemic, 

Chester had to find another gig. And he did: weekly, socially distant concerts in his 

suburban Los Angeles cul-de-sac.” 

 
Olafur Eliasson creates augmented-reality cabinet of 
curiosities 

de zeen, 5/14/2020: “Danish-Icelandic artist Olafur Eliasson is bringing rare natural 

matter, including a burning sun and a sprightly puffin, into people’s homes with his AR 

Wunderkammer works. The Wunderkammer project, which is available through an app, 

marks the first time that Eliasson has employed augmented reality (AR).” 

 
Reopening Hollywood: COVID-19 Safety Coordinators 
Should Be New Reality, Proposed Guidelines Say 

Deadline, 5/14/2020: ” As numerous Hollywood studios, guilds, lobby groups, streamers 

and local politicians form task forces to blueprint how the industry can safely get back to 

work amid the coronavirus pandemic, a group of below-the-line workers are taking 

matters and recommendations into their own experienced hands. With a plan that could 

easily be scaled for TV series and feature films, about 100 commercial production 

designers and art directors are circulating a dense but succinct six-point COVID-19 

workflow considerations document.” 
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The New Museum Is Offering Strange Stories for Trying 
Times 

New York Times, 5/14/2020: “It is no surprise that the storytelling series Maurizio 

Cattelan initiated doesn’t include ‘Goodnight Moon’ or ‘The Tale of Peter Rabbit.’ As an 

artist, Mr. Cattelan is known for skillfully subverting the expectations of his audience. 

Instead “Bedtime Stories,” a new digital offering from the New Museum, features cultural 

luminaries like David Byrne, Takashi Murakami and Elizabeth Peyton sharing selections 

from their favorite books, many of which are not standard nighttime fare for children or 

adults.” 

 
The Sixteen choir give inspiring at-home performance of 
Sheppard’s ‘Libera Nos’ 
ClassicFM, 5/14/2020: “One of the most beautiful virtual performances to come out of this 

strange time. Like every musician, members of The Sixteen choir have been missing the joy 

of performing with each other and for an audience. In an effort to reconnect with each 

other, the singers all gathered together virtually to sing an exquisite rendition of John 

Sheppard’s ‘Libera Nos’, which translates as ‘deliver us’ or ‘free us’. As many of us feel 

trapped at home, separated from our loved ones, it’s particularly poignant.” 

 
Solo for Flute, Airport Terminal and One Listener 

New York Times, 5/13/2020: “A lucky group of concertgoers experienced live music for 

the first time since lockdown, in a series of ultra-intimate recitals.” 

 
The Timely Retrofuturism of UC Berkeley’s Virtual Theater 

Wired, 5/13/2020: “The student cast of Snowflakes, or Rare White People conjured a 23rd-

century dystopia with 21st-century tech in a 20th-century format.” 
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Still Life With Fly Swatter, or Hourglass, or Lemons 

New York Times, 5/12/2020: “Five housebound photographers used everyday items to 

create images that speak to both their inner lives and the world beyond their walls.” 

 
Can Physical Comedy Work on Zoom? Bill Irwin Wants to 
Find Out 

New York Times, 5/12/2020: “His 10-minute, two-character play will test the possibilities 

of a new form that puts faces, more than bodies, at the center of the action.” 

 
Online competition offers young dancers an opportunity to 
shine 

Montreal Gazette, 5/12/2020:”Sandra Castro-Mühlbauer is offering young dancers a 

chance to shine, even if dance studios are currently darkened due to the COVID-19 

pandemic. She is spearheading the first Elegance International Online Dance Competition, 

which runs May 30-31 and June 6-7. The ballet and contemporary dance competition is 

open to the global dance community.” 

 
Minecraft Music Festivals Keep The Live-Show 
Community Spirit Alive And Thriving 

MTV News, 5/12/2020: “Last month, in the midst of quarantine, a one-night music festival 

drew 130,000 attendees and raised $50,000 for charity. It was called Square Garden, it 

featured artists such as Charli XCX, Cashmere Cat, and 100 gecs, and it all took place in the 

video game Minecraft. Best of all, it wasn’t an isolated event. . . . Minecraft music festivals 

have actually been happening semi-regularly for about two years. But over the last couple 

months of international quarantine, they’ve gone from a niche alternative to real-life 

festivals to one of the few options anyone has for a ‘public’ celebration of live music.” 

 
Street Artist Tristan Eaton’s Inspirational Tribute in the Era 
of COVID-19 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/12/t-magazine/photographers-coronavirus-still-life-pictures.html?smid=nytcore-ios-share
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/12/theater/bill-irwin-zoom.html?smid=nytcore-ios-share
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/12/theater/bill-irwin-zoom.html?smid=nytcore-ios-share
https://montrealgazette.com/news/local-news/online-competition-offers-young-dancers-an-opportunity-to-shine/
https://montrealgazette.com/news/local-news/online-competition-offers-young-dancers-an-opportunity-to-shine/
https://www.highbrowmagazine.com/10638-street-artist-tristan-eaton-s-inspirational-tribute-era-covid-19
https://www.highbrowmagazine.com/10638-street-artist-tristan-eaton-s-inspirational-tribute-era-covid-19


 
 

Highbrow Magazine, 5/12/2020:”Montefiore Health System with its creative company of 

record, Alto NY, commissioned world-renowned street artist, Tristan Eaton to create a 

towering mural in the heart of New York City to thank nurses and medical staff this 

National Nurses Week. Eaton’s artwork is part of a massive multi-pronged Montefiore 

appreciation campaign to give nurses a deserved ‘digital’ ticker-tape parade, despite 

lockdown, by extending New York City’s famed ‘Canyon of Heroes’ to every New York 

hospital door.” 

 
The V&A wants your COVID-19 signs to document life in 
lockdown 

Art Critique, 5/12/2020:”Recognizing the unique situation we’re in – and the products that 

have come from it – London’s Victoria and Albert Museum (V&A) has put out an open-call 

for homemade signs created during the lockdown.” 

 
Yes, there will be live theater in Denver in June — and 
you’ll be able to watch it from your car 

Denver Post, 5/12/2020:”‘Cavalcade,’ from Control Group Productions, will be a 9-mile 

theater and dance ‘caravan’.” 

 
For Your Ears Only: Broadway’s New Stage Is a Mic 

New York Times, 5/11/2020:”With theaters shuttered, a host of audio dramas and 

musicals have popped up, and actors are honing a skill: creating characters with just their 

voices.” 

 
A Drive-By Art Show Turns Lawns and Garages Into 
Galleries 

New York Times, 5/11/2020: “The outdoor exhibition on Long Island featured works 

installed at properties from Hampton Bays to Montauk, with social isolation as just one 

theme.” 

https://www.art-critique.com/en/2020/05/va-to-document-the-pandemic-through-covid-19-signs/
https://www.art-critique.com/en/2020/05/va-to-document-the-pandemic-through-covid-19-signs/
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A Good ‘Cry’: Current and Former Women of Alvin Ailey 
Reunite for an Iconic Virtual Performance 

The Root, 5/11/2020: “One of Alvin Ailey’s landmark works, initially made famous by 

former principal dancer-turned Artistic Director Emerita Judith Jamison, was revisited by 

an array of the acclaimed company’s former and current dancers across the globe. In 

homes, in studios, on rooftops, terraces, backyards, in a park and even in a church, these 

Ailey women, all dressed in the performance’s iconic white, performed the legendary 

choreography set to Alice Coltrane’s ‘Something about John Coltrane,’ Laura Nyro’s ‘Been 

on a Train,’ and The Voices of East Harlem’s ‘Right on. Be Free.’” 

 
A Museum Is Building an Archive of Your Recipes, 
Photos, and Face Masks 

Hyperallergic, 5/11/2020: “The Autry Museum of the American West wants to document 

history in real-time by collecting objects and experiences from this quarantine period.” 

 
“Impossible Sites,” a COVID-19 Artist Relief Award, Is 
Open for Submissions 

Hyperallergic, 5/11/2020: “The nomadic art museum Black Cube will select five sketch 

submissions from US-based artists, who will be included in an online zine and awarded 

$650 each. The deadline to apply is June 5.” 

 
Artists Paint A Portrait Of A Pandemic 

NPR, 5/11/2020: “In health crises, people have long turned to the arts to inform and 

inspire. During the 1980s AIDS epidemic, the words “silence = death” were printed on 

posters, pins and patches. And during the 2014 Ebola crisis, murals with the slogan “Ebola 

is real” were painted across West Africa. The coronavirus pandemic is no different. Two 

organizations, the United Nations and Amplifier, an arts group, launched independent 

campaigns in March inviting artists to submit artwork around the coronavirus. Tens of 

thousands of submissions later, the groups are now showcasing a selection of these works 

to the public.” 

https://theglowup.theroot.com/a-good-cry-current-and-former-women-of-alvin-ailey-reu-1843395552
https://theglowup.theroot.com/a-good-cry-current-and-former-women-of-alvin-ailey-reu-1843395552
https://hyperallergic.com/562182/collecting-community-history-autry-museum/
https://hyperallergic.com/562182/collecting-community-history-autry-museum/
https://hyperallergic.com/562845/impossible-sites-black-cube-covid-19/
https://hyperallergic.com/562845/impossible-sites-black-cube-covid-19/
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2020/05/11/848480166/artists-paint-a-portrait-of-a-pandemic


 
 

 
Spotify now allows listeners to donate directly to artists 
impacted by COVID-19 

The Ticker, 5/10/2020: “Along with negative financial impacts from the COVID-19 

pandemic comes innovative ways to bring in income. Streaming giant Spotify is helping 

artists deal with hardships during the pandemic in a modern way with the debut of a new 

COVID-19 relief project, The Artist Fundraising Pick.” 

 
Street Artist Behind Coronavirus-Inspired Honey Bear 
Murals Raises Over $125K for COVID-19 Charities 

SFist, 5/10/2020: “SF-based creative fnnch, the artist behind our city’s beloved honey bear 

and pink flamingo murals, has raised more than $125K for two COVID-19 charities from 

sales made through his online store. And those donated funds will go toward bolstering 

local communities hardest hit by the pandemic.” 

 
Covid Art Museum: art that captures the ‘hope, solidarity 
and chaos’ of the pandemic 

N Arts and Culture, 5/10/2020: “Founded by art enthusiasts in Barcelona, the platform 

claims to be the first digital museum dedicated to Covid-19.” 

 
Pops honors first-responders in video 

Lowell Sun, 5/9/2020: “The Boston Pops spring season was slated to start this week. 

Instead, however, the COVID-19 pandemic forced the Pops to cancel for the first time in 

over 100 years. But the musicians, maestro Keith Lockhart and maestro emeritus John 

Williams decided to turn lemons into lemonade and honor pandemic first-responders with 

a music video of Williams’ ‘Summon the Heroes,’ composed by Williams for the 1996 

Olympic Games.” 

 

 

https://theticker.org/ticker/2020/5/10/spotify-now-allows-listeners-to-donate-directly-to-artists-impacted-by-covid-19
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A live-stream platform called Movie Night is launching that 
lets you see movies and support theaters at the same time 

Insider, 5/8/2020: “Beginning this weekend, a new online service called Movie Night is 

launching. 

It live-streams a movie followed by a director Q&A. You can also give proceeds of the 

‘ticket’ you bought to a movie theater of your choice.” 

 
Actors and activists bring ‘Oedipus’ to Zoom in healing 
performance 

CNN, 5/8/2020: “Some of Hollywood’s most respected actors performed “Oedipus Rex” for 

a global audience of thousands Thursday night — on Zoom. Frances McDormand, John 

Turturro, Oscar Isaac and others read from the classic Greek tragedy about blind leadership 

amid a deadly plague as part of Theater of War’s ‘The Oedipus Project,’ a new digital 

theatrical experience.” 

 
Tableaux Vivants Are Giving Us Life During the Pandemic 

Art in America, 5/8/2020: “Tableaux vivants, literally living pictures, have become a 

popular shelter-in-place pastime, driven by museum hashtags, like #gettychallenge, that 

prompt people to re-create iconic masterpieces and post their versions online alongside 

the originals.” 

 
Theater In A Pandemic: Comedy Set On A Plane Is Tailor-
Made For An Online Experience 

New England Public Radio, 5/8/2020: “Actors and directors are finding ways to adapt to 

the coronavirus pandemic by producing theater online. Among the plays in rehearsal in 

western Massachusetts is a 10-minute piece, ‘This Is Your Captain.’” 

 

 

 

https://www.insider.com/movie-night-platform-lets-you-see-movies-and-support-theaters-2020-5
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Quarantine Cat Film Fest Will Raise Funds for 
Independent Theaters Closed by COVID-19 

Smithsonian Magazine, 5/8/2020: “This week, the team behind Row House Cinema in 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, announced a fundraising bid that doubles as some much-needed 

feline fun during these troubling times. The first-ever Quarantine Cat Film Fest invites 

felines and their Homo sapien friends to submit shelter-in-place cat videos that will be 

compiled into a movie set to premiere digitally on June 19. Dozens of independent cinemas 

around the country have already partnered with Row House to screen the film on various 

digital platforms. The event will be ticketed, with half of net proceeds going toward keeping 

participating businesses afloat.” 

 
Stars Align To Create A New Approach To Theater 

Forbes, 5/8/2020: “At the beginning of social distancing, before Zoom became the room 

where everything now happens, producer/actress Dayle Reyfel organized a conference call 

with her theater group, The Pack. . . . Amid that sometimes hard to hear crowded call with 

an invited audience of friends, Reyfel had an epiphany. ‘Something special had occurred,’ 

she says. ‘We were suddenly transported to so many varied and rich locales: a cabin in the 

country with a blizzard outside, a New York City Irish bar, an old inn in Salem, 

Massachusetts and a cafe in Paris.’ She saw all the worlds that were evoked. All the 

possibilities. ‘I realized how the magic of the spoken word can spark your imagination to 

take over,’ adds Reyfel. “ 

 
Artist-Entrepreneurs Diego Cruz and Rubén Martín Cintas 
on Creating Community Through Worldwide Ballet Class 

Pointe, 5/7/2020: “A few days after San Francisco Ballet went on coronavirus furlough in 

mid-March, soloist Diego Cruz led a sheltered-in-place company class on Zoom for 15 

fellow SFB dancers. They enjoyed the class—and the camaraderie—so much that they did 

another one the next day and invited friends from other companies, who brought more 

friends to a third class the day after. Just like that, Worldwide Ballet Class was born.” 

 

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/quarantine-cat-film-fest-raise-funds-independent-theaters-closed-covid-19-180974828/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/quarantine-cat-film-fest-raise-funds-independent-theaters-closed-covid-19-180974828/
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https://www.pointemagazine.com/worldwide-ballet-class-2645925059.html
https://www.pointemagazine.com/worldwide-ballet-class-2645925059.html


 
 

An Online Theater Festival Where the Future Is Female 

New York Times, 5/7/2020: “If this year’s Theatertreffen had gone ahead, it would have 

featured more women-led productions than ever before. Instead, an online version of the 

German festival features an even greater proportion.” 

 
Let One-Woman Show Mary Neely Entertain You Until 
Social Distancing Is Over 

Newsweek, 5/7/2020: “Like many self-isolating during this pandemic, we are trying to find 

ways to pass the time. Meet Mary Neely, a Los Angeles native who has the solution: 

recreating iconic musical scenes, complete with costume, wigs and DIY special effects.” 

 
Art Workers Band Together to Fight Coronavirus-Related 
Spike in Racism Against Asian Americans 

ARTnews, 5/7/2020: “In March, artist Kenneth Tam created a Google spreadsheet that 

catalogues user-submitted narratives of anti-Asian racism. Titled “WE ARE NOT COVID,” 

the spreadsheet has begun circulating in the art world, and it includes stories from across 

the nation. . . Now, Tam’s spreadsheet has inspired art workers to come together to launch 

StopDiscriminAsian, an online project that helps compile stories of racism and echoes the 

narratives submitted to ‘WE ARE NOT COVID.’ For its members, who began meeting 

regularly via Zoom in April, the initiative will raise awareness for the challenges facing 

Asians and Asian Americans right now.” 

 
17 Movie Theater Marquees During The Coronavirus That 
Are Hilarious, Inspiring, And A Little Heartbreaking 

BuzzFeed, 5/6/2020: “Until it’s safe to reopen, many theaters have been putting up funny 

and inspirational messages on their marquees, and it’s a bit of fun/light we need right 

now.” 

 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/07/theater/theatertreffen.html?smid=nytcore-ios-share
https://www.newsweek.com/let-one-woman-show-mary-neely-entertain-you-until-social-distancing-over-1502086
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banksy painting honors hero hospital workers during 
COVID-19 pandemic 

designboom, 5/6/2020: “anonymous artist banksy has donated a painting to honor hero 

hospital workers during the COVID-19 pandemic. the monochrome illustration depicts a 

young boy playing with a caped nurse, who is wearing a face mask. the nurse has her arm 

outstretched as she ‘flies’ through the sky. meanwhile, the child’s more conventional toy 

superheroes, batman and spiderman, sit redundant in a waste paper basket. the work 

follows banksy’s depiction of rats wreaking havoc in what appears to be his own 

bathroom.” 

 
Copeland leads dancers in virtual ballet for charity 

ABC News, 5/6/2020: “Thirty-two dancers from 14 countries have performed a ballet for a 

virtual audience to benefit the struggling dance community.” 

 
Jon Bon Jovi, Dolly Parton, Meryl Streep and More Set 
For Virtual Benefit Concert For At-Risk Youth 

Billboard, 5/6/2020: “Jon Bon Jovi, Dolly Parton, Meryl Streep, and other big names are set 

to perform for “A Night Of Covenant House Stars,” a live stream concert benefiting the 

Covenant House charity. Hosted by Broadway veteran Audra McDonald and 60 Minutes 

anchor John Dickerson, the show will air on May 18 at 8:00 p.m. ET on the new streaming 

service, Broadway On Demand.” 

 
With Galleries Closed, a Moment for Net Artists to Shine 

New York Times, 5/6/2020: “Shuttered museums are rushing to create meaningful 

interactions online, but artists have been doing this since the 1990s.” 

 
With real theaters closed, actors are turning to virtual 
reality 

CNET, 5/6/2020: “Since November, actors have been performing in an ongoing virtual 

theater experience called The Under Presents. The game/experience, available on Oculus 

https://www.designboom.com/art/banksy-hero-hospital-workers-covid-19-pandemic-05-06-2020/
https://www.designboom.com/art/banksy-hero-hospital-workers-covid-19-pandemic-05-06-2020/
https://abcnews.go.com/Entertainment/wireStory/copeland-leads-dancers-virtual-ballet-charity-70533722
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https://www.billboard.com/articles/news/broadway/9372642/a-night-of-covenant-house-stars
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/06/arts/net-artists-galleries-coronavirus.html?smid=nytcore-ios-share
https://www.cnet.com/news/with-real-theaters-closed-actors-are-turning-to-virtual-reality/#ftag=CAD-09-10aai5b
https://www.cnet.com/news/with-real-theaters-closed-actors-are-turning-to-virtual-reality/#ftag=CAD-09-10aai5b


 
 

Quest and Rift headsets and now Steam VR as well, is a space I visit from time to time. 

There are recorded performances in this cartoon-like world, like a cabaret space in the 

Twilight Zone. But there are also live performers who beckon you to join them, too. These 

actors, trained in collaboration with the New York theater company Piehole and the VR 

company Tender Claws, have been living a virtual performance life for months, well before 

the rest of the world shut down. ‘We realized that we are suddenly in a position where 

we’re actually some of the actors’ main employment in acting… because it’s remote. And 

that’s something we couldn’t have anticipated,’ Tender Claws’ Samantha Gorman says.” 

 
Performing Original Works in a Pandemic, Artists Turn to 
New Tools 

Bloomberg, 5/5/2020: “Here’s a look at some of the pieces of theater, improvisation, and 

radio drama being created in a world under quarantine.” 

 
Arts and Crafts Are Experiencing Surge in Popularity Amid 
COVID-19 

Smithsonian Magazine, 5/5/2020: “Stay-at-home orders have inspired those with ample 

free time to pick up hands-on projects.” 

 
Where Dance Fans Can Escape From Our ‘Sci-Fi Horror’ 
Moment 

New York Times, 5/5/2020: “Reid Bartelme and Jack Ferver, the odd couple of the dance 

world, provide essential stay-at-home relief with their weekly podcast.” 

 
‘Rent’ Casts From Around the World Come Together to 
Perform ‘No Day But Today’ 
Decider, 5/4/2020: “The cast of one of Broadway’s most celebrated musicals united for a 

message of hope today. While theaters remain closed, “Rent” cast members joined together 

virtually to deliver their own performance from across the globe. Cast members from 

different productions around the world all recorded their own parts of the musical’s song 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-05-05/the-best-theatrical-performances-during-covid-19-quarantine?utm_campaign=news&utm_medium=bd&utm_source=applenews
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https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/05/arts/dance/reid-bartelme-jack-ferver-podcast.html?smid=nytcore-ios-share
https://decider.com/2020/05/04/rent-no-day-but-today-tribute-performance/?utm_campaign=applenews&utm_medium=inline&utm_source=applenews
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“No Day But Today” and posted it on Facebook for everyone to hear. Rodney Hicks, who 

played Benjamin Coffin III in the Broadway production of “Rent”, posted the clip to honor 

first responders and frontline workers helping out during the coronavirus pandemic.” 

 
40 ongs about the coronavirus pandemic. Listen here. 

AP News, 5/4/2020: “Musicians can’t perform on the road but they’re still able to create 

music during the coronavirus pandemic. Here’s a list of songs released in the last six weeks 

related to life in quarantine and social distancing. A playlist of the tracks are available on 

Spotify and Apple Music.” 

 
Streaming Plays Give Big-Name Actors a Chance to Give 
Back 

New York Times, 5/4/2020: “‘Spotlight on Plays,’ featuring John Malkovich, Patti LuPone, 

Sally Field, Bryan Cranston and others, will aid the Actors Fund.” 

 
The Bang on a Can Marathon, Still Lovably Scruffy Online 

New York Times, 5/4/2020: “The six-hour event, which approximated what our critic 

cherishes about going to live performances, will have a follow-up on June 14.” 

 
How Grayson’s Art Club and Other Creative Responses to 
COVID-19 Remind Us About What It Means to Be Human 

The National Interest, 5/4/2020: “Made in less than four weeks from initial idea to 

broadcast, the first instalment of Grayson’s Art Club is testament to ceramicist Grayson 

Perry’s entrepreneurial spirit. Just one of many creative rapid responses to the COVID-19 

crisis designed to engage us with art and culture, it sits alongside initiatives from Arts 

Council England’s £160 million emergency response package, museums and art fairs 

opening up their doors to virtual visitors, and shareable resources such as Michael Craig-

Martin’s downloadable ‘Thank You NHS’ poster, ready to be coloured in and posted in your 

window.” 

https://apnews.com/2a49e686206f00c6f74d5d132225bc4a
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NYC ballet troupes are streaming free performances and 
workouts 

Time Out, 5/4/2020: “It’s never been easier to catch the ballet than right now.” 

 
Sing Street: Grounded Benefit Performance Raises 
$310,924 

Broadway.com, 5/4/2020: “The Broadway cast of the new musical Sing Street, which had 

been scheduled to open at the Lyceum Theatre on April 19, presented a virtual 

performance to benefit The Mayor’s Fund to Advance New York City and Broadway 

Cares/Equity Fights AIDS on April 30. Sing Street: Grounded raised a total of $310, 924. The 

event is available to view on the show’s Facebook page through May 4 at 6:30PM ET.” 

 
A Thousand Goodbyes for McCarter Theater’s Emily 
Mann 

New York Times, 5/3/2020: “A virtual send-off for the artistic director and playwright 

drew more attendees than could have fit under a tent. ‘I liked this better,’ she said.” 

 
These Are the Bedside Concerts Comforting Virus 
Patients 

New York Times, 5/3/2020: “An I.C.U. doctor felt despair at how little could be done for the 

sick. Soon, she had musicians playing over the phone in hospital rooms.” 

 
‘Bolero Juilliard’: Inside the Making of a Lockdown Musical 
Miracle 

Daily Beast, 5/2/2020: “The short film, Bolero Juilliard, may be only just shy of ten 

minutes, but it’s a mighty and striking work. It features Ravel’s famous piece of music—

which premiered in 1928—reinterpreted by current students from the famed performing 

arts school’s music, dance, and drama divisions, alongside famous alumni. “ 

 
Curator Nino Macharashvili: ‘Culture Is Not Canceled’ 
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Forbes, 5/2/2020: “According to Georgian curator Nino Macharashvili, art is finding new 

ways to exist, as it is a universal language, which has the demonstrated power to change 

the world. A Facebook group called “Izoizolyacia” has gained over half a million followers 

since March 30th, with a hashtag #artisolation. Its followers post homemade replicas of 

famous artworks from all over the world. The sense of humor and ingenuity of some of its 

members have gone viral well beyond the limits of this public group. Art offers hope for 

some, and an escape from reality for many. “ 

 
Pandemic art: how artists have depicted disease 

The Art Newspaper, 5/2/2020: “As the coronavirus forces us to endure an unprecedented 

time of distant social contact, art can remind us, assure us, of our interconnectedness.” 

 
Coronavirus: Vermont organization finds way to conduct 
music tours during pandemic 

Burlington Free Press, 5/1/2020: “Yellow Barn is a chamber-music center and artist 

retreat based in Putney. Since 2015, the organization has had a tricked-out former U-Haul 

truck dubbed the Yellow Barn Music Haul that brings recorded music and live classical 

musicians to neighborhoods around the country. With almost all gatherings off-limits these 

days, Yellow Barn is driving the truck to hospitals, assisted living facilities and other 

institutions in and around Vermont to infuse these dark times with the joy of music.” 

 
Artists Unite For Painting Exhibition in ‘Animal Crossing: 
New Horizons’ 
Hypebeast, 5/1/2020: “During these days of social distancing, Nintendo Switch’s Animal 

Crossing: New Horizons has served as a creative haven for fashion, music, and art buffs. 

The game’s increasing popularity is much owed to the high level of customization available 

to players. Not long ago, the Getty Museum created a virtual gallery with art from Van Gogh, 

Rembrandt and more. Now, New York-based artist Nichole Shinn is launching a group 

exhibition inside the game that features new and original works by over 20 contributing 

artists.” 

https://www.theartnewspaper.com/analysis/art-pandemic
https://www.burlingtonfreepress.com/story/entertainment/2020/05/01/coronavirus-tour-vermont-group-yellow-barn-music-haul/3067093001/
https://www.burlingtonfreepress.com/story/entertainment/2020/05/01/coronavirus-tour-vermont-group-yellow-barn-music-haul/3067093001/
https://hypebeast.com/2020/5/animal-crossing-lothlorien-gallery-group-exhibition-txtbooks-info
https://hypebeast.com/2020/5/animal-crossing-lothlorien-gallery-group-exhibition-txtbooks-info


 
 

Groundbreaking VR Experience Will Transport You To 
New Menorca Art Gallery A Year Before Opening In 2021 

Forbes, 5/1/2020: “Hauser & Wirth has just opened its first entirely VR-based exhibition in 

Menorca, Spain at their new gallery, scheduled to open in 2021. . . . The virtual show, 

“Beside Itself,” a group exhibition featuring work from fourteen artists, allows visitors to 

“travel” to Menorca and walk through two galleries in the new arts complex.” 

 
Murals Send a Message of Hope in Grim Times 

New York Times, 5/1/2020: “A campaign, ‘Back to the Streets,’ aims to create 1,000 murals 

by 1,000 artists in 100 cities, on walls offered by business and property owners.” 

 
The Digital Mirage Festival Offered Building Blocks For 
How Events Can Create Community In Isolation 

UPROXX, 5/1/2020: “What does a music festival during a global pandemic look like? Turns 

out, it looks a whole lot like your kitchen, or living room, or bathroom — whichever room 

you decide to place your laptop in while you tune into a livestream of your favorite 

performers. During the first weekend of April, independent electronic music brands 

Proximity and Brownies & Lemonade invited people to do exactly that, as they linked up for 

a charity stream that managed to raise $300,000 to benefit the Sweet Relief Musicians 

Fund, a 501 c nonprofit supporting out of work musicians. In the process, they created 

Digital Mirage, one of the world’s first post-COVID-19 online-only multi-day music 

festivals.” 

 
May, 5: AAANE Sip & Chat 

An informational chat with colleagues about their initiatives and how are they responding 

to this unprecedented crisis. Panelists: Erin Becker (Executive Director, Cambridge Arts 

Association), Deborah Davidson (Founder Catalyst Conversation, Curator, Educator), Kris 

Waldman (Executive Director, Hopkinton Center for the Arts). 

 

 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/joanneshurvell/2020/05/01/groundbreaking-vr-experience-will-transport-you-to-new-menorca-art-gallery-a-year-before-opening-in-2021/#693bf68a4ba0
https://www.forbes.com/sites/joanneshurvell/2020/05/01/groundbreaking-vr-experience-will-transport-you-to-new-menorca-art-gallery-a-year-before-opening-in-2021/#693bf68a4ba0
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/01/arts/design/street-murals-art-los-angeles-virus.html?smid=nytcore-ios-share
https://uproxx.com/life/music-festivals-going-digital/
https://uproxx.com/life/music-festivals-going-digital/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sip-chat-tickets-104105524426


 
 

Street Art Confronts the Pandemic 

New York Times, 5/1/2020: “From Norway to Colorado, street artists depict a world of 

masks and hand-washing (and toilet paper). One recurrent theme: a deep appreciation of 

health care workers.From Norway to Colorado, street artists depict a world of masks and 

hand-washing (and toilet paper). One recurrent theme: a deep appreciation of health care 

workers.” 

 
HackCreative: An Industry Transformed 

HackCreative.org, 5/1/2020: “Cultural and creative industries across Europe, heavily 

reliant on physical and local experiences, have been disrupted by the current COVID-19 

crisis and the related containment measures. Both individuals and organisations are trying 

to understand the ongoing impact and adapt to this new reality. This challenging time is 

also a time of opportunity for transformation, collaboration and learning… The 48 hour 

online hackathon [May 1-3] invites industry leaders, creatives, artists, event organisers and 

culture workers to build new solutions for this unprecedented challenge, building new 

projects to adapt to the current reality and come out of it even stronger.” 
 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/01/travel/coronavirus-street-art.html?smid=nytcore-ios-share
https://www.hackcreative.org/?fbclid=IwAR2bkETha1EYfwy6V7zsFHLoQo1GrrqkYs-L-ORgWnKLHBczLaBNBKNkjAM
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