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hallielbaker@gmail.com

Education
Boston University Class of 2025 September 2021 - May 2025
BA/MA Program in Archaeology
GPA: 4.0/4.0
Honors and Awards
Marshall Scholarship December 2024

Awarded by the Marshall Aid Commemoration Commission

Two-year funding for graduate education in the United Kingdom. October 2025 I will pursue an
MPhil in Heritage Studies at the University of Cambridge, King’s College. The following year I
anticipate pursuing an MA in Russian Studies at the University College London.

Undergraduate Research Opportunities Program October 2024 and January 2025
(UROP) Award

Competitive Research Grant Awarded by Boston University

Funding for my research as a Curation Assistant with the Anthropology Teaching Collection
Curation Project (ATCCP).

Undergraduate Research Opportunities Program (UROP) Award May 2024
Competitive Research Grant Awarded by Boston University
Funding for an independent research project, the Khmer Statuary Project (KSP).

David L. Boren Scholarship May 2023
Awarded by the U.S. National Security Education Program

Intensive language learning and study abroad scholarship under the South Asian Flagship
Language Initiative, an initiative of the U.S. Defense Language and National Security Education
Office. I studied Hindi from June to August 2023 at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. From
August to December I lived with a host family in Jaipur, India, and studied Hindi at the
American Institute of Indian Studies. The Boren Scholarship includes a one-year commitment to
federal service in a position relevant to U.S. national security.

Robert E. Yellin Award for Outstanding Achievement in the Humanities May 2023
Awarded by the Boston University Center for the Humanities

Presidential Scholarship September 2021
Awarded by the Boston University Board of Admissions
Four-year merit scholarship awarded in recognition of exceptional academics and leadership.

National Security Language Initiative for Youth (NSLI-Y) Scholarship March 2020
Awarded by the U.S. Department of State



Immersive 5-week language program in Hindi, conducted virtually from July to August 2020 due
to COVID-19. An initiative of the U.S. Department of State to foster international cooperation
through the development of linguistic skills and cultural knowledge.

Research Experience

Anthropology Teaching Collection Curation Project (ATCCP) July 2024 - May 2025
Curation Assistant, Boston University

The ATCCP is intended to reckon with the dubious origins of human remains and teaching
materials in the Boston University Anthropology collection. The project will include an overhaul
of the curation and documentation practices for human remains at BU. We are conducting an
inventory of the human remains in the care of BU; establishing standards for curation and
teaching; tracing origins/provenience for each individual element in the collection; and
developing formal recommendations for future curation practices.

Khmer Statuary Project (KSP) May 2024 - May 2025
The application of facial recognition software to the identification of looted ancient Cambodian
art

The aim of KSP is to assess whether image recognition software can be applied to Cambodian
statuary and help identify looted Cambodian antiquities. Systematic looting of Cambodia’s
cultural heritage began in the 1970s, driven largely by Western museums and collectors.
Cambodia has launched efforts to reclaim their looted cultural heritage, but repatriation is
difficult: museums ask for evidence proving sculptures were looted. I am exploring the potential
of image recognition software to compare Cambodian statues in museum and private collections
to archival imagery of pieces in their original context, in an effort to ascertain the original
location of pieces and aid in repatriation efforts.

Harvard Museum of the Ancient Near East (HMANE) January - May 2023
Collections Intern

Trained in two different Artec 3D Scanners and the associated software for merging scans, [
supported digitization efforts of the HMANE Collection staff. Digital scans published on the
museum’s Sketchfab page enable public and academic access to the collections. I handled a

range of ancient artifacts, including cuneiform tablets, spindle whorls, decorative and ritual wall
fittings, vessels, and a Gudea statuette (c. 2200-2100 BCE).

The Antiquities Coalition May - August 2022
Projects and Research Intern

I supported the DC-based non-profit in working to prevent the global trade in looted cultural
objects. Responsibilities included writing formal letters to the US Cultural Property Advisory
Committee supporting the renewal of MOUs placing import restrictions on threatened cultural
material from countries including Mali, Belize, Guatemala, and Cambodia. My extensive



research into indictments of antiquities dealers, seizures and repatriations of illicit antiquities,
and an analysis of the status of each country’s antiquities on the legal and illegal US art markets
demonstrated that looting is an ongoing, critical problem in each country and the US art market a
major destination. I additionally researched and documented seizures and repatriation requests of
antiquities at the Metropolitan Museum of Art from 2012 to 2022 and compared these cases to
the museum’s official acquisition policy. Shorter, time-sensitive assignments included finding
documented instances of Russian looting of cultural heritage in Ukraine.

Environmental Archaeology Laboratory January - May 2022
Lab Analyst, Boston University

As a volunteer I sorted and identified assemblages of ancient plant remains from Hellenistic era
(c. 330-50 BCE) sites in Israel. The following fall I continued my work in the lab while taking
the graduate-level Paleoethnobotany course (AR516).

Leadership

Archaeology Society, Boston University May 2022 - May 2024
President

As president, I worked to create an inclusive environment for undergraduates to enrich their
study of archaeology while connecting with one another, graduate students, and professors. |
conceived and launched several new events intended to build bridges between people and
disciplines by inspiring shared curiosity and excitement. I proposed and implemented a “Night at
the Museum” event. Each semester, a different professor is invited to lead a tour of the Museum
of Fine Arts based on their expertise. I also coordinated a lecture on Indigenous Foodways of
North America, Past and Present, that brought together three professors in the department, a
professor of Paleoethnobotany, an Indigenous historical archaeologist, and a professor of
Zooarchaeology. The lecture was part of the College of Arts and Science’s Professor
Perspectives series funded by the university, which the Archaeology Society has participated in
every fall semester since. Other events I initiated include the Under+Grad Teas, an opportunity
for undergraduate students to hear about the research and advice of graduate students, and
informally talk over tea and coffee.

Language Proficiencies

English (native speaker)

Hindi (limited working proficiency)
Urdu (limited working proficiency)
Russian (intermediate low)
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