Boston University Honors Program for Anthropology Majors
Biological Anthropology
The student should contact the Director of Undergraduate Studies (at present Professor Cheryl Knott) if s/he wishes to enter the anthropology honors program. If GPA is between 3.2 and 3.5, student must formally petition to be accepted. Once accepted, the student is given a contract that includes forms to be signed by a supervising professor as various steps of the program are completed (see below).  The student is expected to maintain a GPA of 3.5 to maintain honors status. Here are the next steps normally taken (these differ for biological and social anthropology):

Junior Year:

Enroll in either AN595 or a 500-level biological anthropology course related to the thesis. Student should begin developing his/her project ideas during the Junior Year. Student may also conduct research during the summer between the Junior and Senior year, and/or during one or both semesters during the Junior Year. 
Senior Year:

At least by the beginning of the Senior year student must develop a 2-3 page proposal and plan of work, attach it to the Honors Research Form (attached to contract) and have the faculty member sign Form I. Student returns Form I to the Undergraduate Program Coordinator who scans and sends a copy to a) the Director of Undergraduate Studies (DUS) b) the thesis advisor and c) the Student.
Student undertakes a significant research project under the supervision of a faculty member for two semesters, or the equivalent if working over the summer. Student should enroll in 401/402 (ideally both semesters). (It is possible that student could take AN 401 during the Junior year instead if student has already begun thesis work that semester).
Student writes a thesis of 25-40 pages depending on the scope of the project. The thesis should be of a quality that could be submitted to a refereed journal. The student's supervisor should sign Form II indicating that his/her thesis has been accepted.

Student defends thesis to a committee of 2-3 faculty members, including the supervising professor one other faculty member. This should be arranged by the supervising professor, in consultation with the DUS and the Undergraduate Program Coordinator. The committee members should sign the form stating that the defense was successful. 

Student submits the completed Form II to the Undergraduate Program Coordinator, who scans and sends to a) the Director of Undergraduate Studies (DUS) b) the thesis advisor and c) the Student.
Student may petition the DUS to change the sequence of these requirements (for instance, if s/he will be studying abroad).

