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CURRENT APPOINTMENTS 
Assistant Provost for General Education, Boston University. 
Professor of Anthropology, Archaeology, and Latin American Studies, Boston University.  
 
PRIOR APPOINTMENTS 
Associate Professor, Department of Anthropology, Boston University, 2018-2021. 
Director, Archaeology Program, Boston University, 2018-2019. 
Associate Professor, Department of Archaeology, Boston University, 2016-2018. 
Assistant Professor, Department of Archaeology, Boston University, 2010-2016. 
Assistant Professor, Department of Anthropology, University of Alabama, 2009-2010. 
Lecturer, Department of Anthropology, Pennsylvania State University, 2008-2009. 
Visiting Assistant Professor, Anthropology, University of West Georgia, 2007-2008. 
Visiting Assistant Professor, Anthropology, University of Oklahoma, 2005-2006. 
 
EDUCATION 
University of California, Los Angeles, PhD in Anthropology, 2001-2005. 
University of California, Los Angeles, MA in Anthropology, 1999-2001. 
Colgate University, Hamilton, NY, BA in Political Science, with honors, 1991-1995. 
 
FELLOWSHIPS 
Santander Visiting Scholar, David Rockefeller Center for Latin American Studies, Harvard 
University, spring 2017. 
Junior Fellow, Center for the Humanities, Boston University, 2013-2014. 
Visiting Fellow, Center for U.S. – Mexican Studies, University of California, San Diego, spring 
2007. 
 
PUBLICATIONS 

Books 
Authored 
Carballo, David M., and Gary M. Feinman 
n.d. Collective Action and the Reframing of Early Mesoamerica.  Essentials Series.  Cambridge 
University of Press, New York.  Under contract. 
 
Carballo, David M. 
2020 Collision of Worlds: A Deep History of the Fall of Aztec Mexico and the Forging of New Spain.  
Oxford University Press, New York. 
 
Carballo, David M. 
2016 Urbanization and Religion in Ancient Central Mexico.  Oxford University Press, New York. 
 
Carballo, David M. 
2011 Obsidian and the Teotihuacan State: Weaponry and Ritual Production at the Moon 
Pyramid.  La obsidiana y el Estado teotihuacano: La producción militar y ritual en la Pirámide de 
la Luna.  University of Pittsburgh Memoirs in Latin American Archaeology No. 21.  University of 
Pittsburgh and Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México, Pittsburgh and Mexico City. 
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Edited 
Hirth, Kenneth G., David M. Carballo, and Barbara Arroyo (eds.) 
2020 Teotihuacan: The World Beyond the City.  Dumbarton Oaks and Trustees of Harvard 
University, Washington, D.C. 
 
Levine, Marc N., and David M. Carballo (eds.) 
2014 Obsidian Reflections: Symbolic Dimensions of Obsidian in Mesoamerica.  University Press of 
Colorado, Boulder. 
 
Carballo, David M. (ed.) 
2013 Cooperation and Collective Action: Archaeological Perspectives.  University Press of 
Colorado, Boulder. 
 

Articles 
Carballo, David M., Luis Octavio Ruzo, Qi Zheng, Peter Kassakian, and Anthony F. Aveni 
2022 Sacred Landscape and Cultural Astronomy on the Marcahuasi Plateau, Peru.  Journal of 
Anthropological and Archaeological Sciences 7(2):895-904. 
 
Carballo, David M., Gary M. Feinman, and Aurelio López Corral 
2022 Mesoamerican Urbanism: Indigenous Institutions, Infrastructure, and Resilience.  Urban 
Studies. https://doi.org/10.1177/00420980221105418 
 
Turchin, Peter Turchin, Harvey Whitehouse, Jennifer Larson, Enrico Cioni, Jenny Reddish, 
Daniel Hoyer, Patrick E. Savage, R. Alan Covey, John Baines, Mark Altaweel, Eugene Anderson, 
Peter Bol, Eva Brandl, David M. Carballo, Gary Feinman, Andrey Korotayev, Nikolay Kradin, Jill 
D. Levine, Selin E. Nugent, Andrea Squitieri, Vesna Wallace, and Pieter François 
2022 Big Gods and Big Science: Further Reflections on Theory, Data, and Analysis.  Religion, 
Brain & Behavior https://doi.org/10.1080/2153599X.2022.2065354 
 
Carballo, David M. 
2022 Governance Strategies in Precolonial Central Mexico.  Frontiers in Political Science 
4:797331. https://doi.org/10.3389/fpos.2022.797331 
 
Feinman, Gary M., and David M. Carballo 
2022 Communication, Computation, and Governance: A Multiscalar Vantage on the Prehispanic 
Mesoamerican World. Journal of Social Computing 3(1):91-118. 
https://ieeexplore.ieee.org/document/9709350 
 
Buckley, Gina M., Rebecca Storey, Fred J. Longstaffe, David M. Carballo, Kenneth G. Hirth, and 
Virginie Renson 
2021 New Perspectives on Migration into the Tlajinga District of Teotihuacan: A Dual-Isotope 
Approach.  Latin American Antiquity 32(3):536-556. 
 
Carballo, David M., Luis Barba, Agustín Ortíz, Jorge Blancas, Daniela Hernández Sariñana, Maria 
Codlin, Alfredo Saucedo, and Gloria Dolores Torres Rodríguez 
2021 Excavations at the Southern Neighborhood Center of the Tlajinga District, Teotihuacan, 
Mexico.  Latin American Antiquity 32(3):557-576. 
 
López Corral, Aurelio, and David M. Carballo 
2021 La arqueología y el Lienzo de Tlaxcala.  Arqueología Mexicana 169:48-52. 
 
Carballo, David M., Keitlyn Alcantara, and Aurelio López Corral   

https://doi.org/10.1177/00420980221105418
https://doi.org/10.1080/2153599X.2022.2065354
https://doi.org/10.3389/fpos.2022.797331
https://ieeexplore.ieee.org/document/9709350
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2021 Archaeological Perspectives on the Spanish-Aztec War on its Quincentennial.  The SAA 
Archaeological Record 21(3):19-28. 
http://onlinedigeditions.com/publication/?m=16146&i=708266&p=20&ver=html5 
 
Blancas, Jorge Blancas, Luis Barba, David Carballo, Elizabeth Solleiro, Sergey Sedov, and Jaime 
Díaz 
2019 Análisis multiescala de indicadores arqueológicos de Tlajinga, Teotihuacan (México).  
Desde la percepción remota a la microscopía.  Boletín de la Sociedad Geológica de México 
71(2):457-479.   
 
Carballo, David M. 
2019 Urban Life on Teotihuacan’s Periphery: New Research at the Tlajinga District.  Ancient 
Mesoamerica 30:91-94. 
 
Carballo, David M., Kenneth G. Hirth, Daniela Hernández Sariñana, Gina M. Buckley, Andrés G. 
Mejía Ramón, and Douglas J. Kennett 
2019 New Research at Teotihuacan’s Tlajinga District, 2012-2015.  Ancient Mesoamerica 
30:95-113. 
 
Blancas, Jorge, Luis Barba, Agustín Ortiz, Guillermo Acosta, Andrés G. Mejía Ramón, and David 
M. Carballo 
2019 Estudio de conjuntos departamentales y organización de barrios utilizando sensores 
remotos y geofísica en el distrito de Tlajinga, Teotihuacan.  Ancient Mesoamerica 30:115-128. 
 
Hirth, Kenneth G., David M. Carballo, Mark Dennison, Sean Carr, Sarah Imfeld, and Eric Dyrdahl 
2019 Excavation of an Obsidian Craft Workshop at Teotihuacan, Mexico.  Ancient Mesoamerica 
30:163-179. 
 
Carballo, David M. 
2018 El desarrollo de la sociedad urbana en el Altiplano Central mexicano durante el 
Formativo y la transición al Clásico.  Revista Española de Antropología Americana 47:199-218. 
http://revistas.ucm.es/index.php/REAA/article/view/61979/4564456548395 
 
Feinman, Gary M., and David M. Carballo 
2018 Collaborative and Competitive Strategies in the Variability and Resiliency of Large-Scale 
Societies in Mesoamerica.  Economic Anthropology 5(1):7-19. 
 
Carballo, David M. 
2017 Economía y ritual en Teotihuacan y su órbita.  Americae: European Journal of Americanist 
Archaeology 2:47-60. https://americae.fr/dossiers/teotihuacan/carballo-economia-ritual-
teotihuacan-orbita/ 
 
Carballo, David M. 
2017 Los juegos de pelota en el Altiplano Central de México.  Arqueología Mexicana 146:52-57. 
 
Carballo, David M., and Gary M. Feinman 
2016 Cooperation, Collective Action, and the Archaeology of Large-Scale Societies.  
Evolutionary Anthropology 25:288-296. 
 
Walton, David P, and David M. Carballo 
2016 Lithic Economies and Community Organization at La Laguna, Tlaxcala.  Ancient 
Mesoamerica 27:109-132. 

http://onlinedigeditions.com/publication/?m=16146&i=708266&p=20&ver=html5
http://revistas.ucm.es/index.php/REAA/article/view/61979/4564456548395
https://americae.fr/dossiers/teotihuacan/carballo-economia-ritual-teotihuacan-orbita/
https://americae.fr/dossiers/teotihuacan/carballo-economia-ritual-teotihuacan-orbita/
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Carballo, David M. 
2016 Del Preclásico al Epiclásico en Tlaxcala. Arqueología Mexicana 139:32-41. 
 
Carballo, David M. 
2016 La casa en Mesoamérica.  Arqueología Mexicana 140:30-35. 
 
Blancas, Jorge, Luis Barba, Agustín Ortiz y David Carballo 
2015 Estudios geofísicos en el barrio de Tlajinga, Teotihuacán. Revista de Investigaciones 
Arqueométricas 1(1): RIA15-01-04-Iv 
http://www.geofisica.unam.mx/michoacan/ria/1-vol-1/150104Blancas.pdf 
 
Blancas, Jorge, Luis Barba, Agustín Ortiz y David Carballo 
2015 Percepción remota y prospección arqueológica en La Laguna, Tlaxcala.  Revista de 
Investigaciones Arqueométricas 1(1):RIA15-01-03-Iv 
http://www.geofisica.unam.mx/michoacan/ria/1-vol-1/150103Blancas.pdf 
 
Carballo, David M., and Brent Fortenberry 
2015 Bridging Prehistory and History in the Archaeology of Cities.  Journal of Field Archaeology 
40(5):542-559. 
 
Carballo, David M., Jennifer Carballo, and Richard G. Lesure 
2014 Houses of Style: Consumption, Adornment, and Identity in Formative Tlaxcalan 
Households.  Ancient Mesoamerica 25(2):459-476. 
 
Carballo, David M., Paul Roscoe, and Gary M. Feinman 
2014 Cooperation and Collective Action in the Cultural Evolution of Complex Societies.  Journal 
of Archaeological Method and Theory 21(1):98-133. 
 
Carballo, David M., Luis Barba, Agustín Ortíz, Jorge Blancas, Nicole Cingolani, Jorge Toledo 
Barrera, David Walton, Isabel Rodríguez López, and Lourdes Couoh 
2014 Suprahousehold Consumption and Community Ritual at La Laguna, Mexico.  Antiquity 
88(339):141-159. 
 
Carballo, David M., and Luis Barba 
2014 Se descubre una máscara de piedra en Tlajinga, Teotihuacan, estado de México.  
Arqueología Mexicana 129:10. 
 
Lesure, Richard G., Thomas Wake, Aleksander Borejsza, Jennifer Carballo, David M. Carballo, 
Isabel Rodríguez López, and Mauro de Angeles Guzmán 
2013 Swidden Agriculture, Village Longevity, and Social Relations in Formative Central 
Tlaxcala: Towards an Understanding of Macroregional Structure.  Journal of Anthropological 
Archaeology 32:224-241. 
 
Carballo, David M. 
2012 Public Ritual and Urbanization in Central Mexico: Plaza and Temple Offerings from La 
Laguna, Tlaxcala.  Cambridge Archaeological Journal 22(3):329-352. 
 
Carballo, David M., and Anthony F. Aveni 
2012 Los vecinos del Preclásico en Xochitécatl y la institucionalización de la religión.  
Arqueología Mexicana 117:52-57. 
 

http://www.geofisica.unam.mx/michoacan/ria/1-vol-1/150104Blancas.pdf
http://www.geofisica.unam.mx/michoacan/ria/1-vol-1/150103Blancas.pdf
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Carballo, David M., Luis Barba, Agustín Ortiz, Jorge Blancas, Jorge Humberto Toledo Barrera, 
and Nicole Cingolani 
2011 La Laguna, Tlaxcala: Ritual y Urbanización en el Formativo.  Revista Teccalli: Estudios 
Puebla-Tlaxcala 1(2):1-11. 
 
Carballo, David M. 
2011 Advances in the Household Archaeology of Highland Mesoamerica.  Journal of 
Archaeological Research 19:133-189. 
 
Carballo, David M. 
2009 Household and Status in Formative Central Mexico: Domestic Structures, Assemblages, 
and Practices at La Laguna, Tlaxcala.  Latin American Antiquity 20(3):473-501. 
 
De León, Jason P., Kenneth G. Hirth, and David M. Carballo 
2009 Exploring Formative Period Obsidian Blade Trade: Three Distribution Models. Ancient 
Mesoamerica 20(1):113-128. 
 
Carballo, David M. 
2009 Rituel et économie à Teotihuacan.  Les Dossiers d’Archéologie 17:32-35. 
 
Carballo, David M., and Thomas Pluckhahn 
2007 Transportation Corridors and Political Evolution in Highland Mesoamerica: Settlement 
Analyses Incorporating GIS for Northern Tlaxcala, Mexico.  Journal of Anthropological 
Archaeology 26(4):607-629. 
 
Carballo, David M. 
2007 Effigy Vessels, Religious Integration, and the Origins of the Central Mexican Pantheon.  
Ancient Mesoamerica 18(1):53-67. 
 
Carballo, David M. 
2007 Implements of State Power: Weaponry and Martially Themed Obsidian Production near 
the Moon Pyramid, Teotihuacan.  Ancient Mesoamerica 18(1):173-190. 
 
Carballo, David M., Jennifer Carballo, and Hector Neff 
2007 Formative and Classic Period Obsidian Procurement in Central Mexico: A Compositional 
Study Using Laser Ablation-Inductively Coupled Plasma-Mass Spectrometry.  Latin American 
Antiquity 18(1):27-43.  
 

Chapters & Encyclopedia Entries 
Carballo, David M., Kenneth G. Hirth, and Daniela Hernández Sariñana 
n.d. La urbanización y la economía doméstica en el sur de Teotihuacan: Nuevas investigaciones 
en el distrito de Tlajinga.  In 6ª Mesa Redonda de Teotihuacan, edited by Sandra Riego, under 
review.  Instituto Nacional de Antropología e Historia, Mexico City. 
 
Carballo, David M., Kenneth G. Hirth, and Daniela Hernández Sariñana 
n.d. Excavaciones del Proyecto Arqueológico Tlajinga, Teotihuacán, 2013-2014.  In Homanaje a 
Rubén Cabrera, edited by Verónica Ortega.  Instituto Nacional de Antropología e Historia, 
Mexico City, forthcoming. 
 
Carballo, David M. 
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2020 Power, Politics, and Governance at Teotihuacan.  In Teotihuacan: The World Beyond the 
City, edited by Kenneth G. Hirth, David M. Carballo, and Barbara Arroyo, pp. 57-96.  Dumbarton 
Oaks and Trustees of Harvard University, Washington, D.C. 
 
Hirth, Kenneth G., David M. Carballo, and Barbara Arroyo 
2020 Teotihuacan and the Classic Period Mesoamerican World.  In Teotihuacan: The World 
Beyond the City, edited by Kenneth G. Hirth, David M. Carballo, and Barbara Arroyo, in press.  
Dumbarton Oaks and Trustees of Harvard University, Washington, D.C. 
 
Feinman, Gary M., and David M. Carballo 
2019 The Scale, Governance, and Sustainability of Central Places in Pre-Hispanic Mesoamerica.  
In Global Perspectives on Long Term Community Resource Management, edited by Ludomir R. 
LoznyThomas H. McGovern, pp. 235-253.  Studies in Human Ecology and Adaptation, Vol. 11.  
Springer, New York. 
 
Carballo, David M. 
2018 Religion, Urbanism, and Inequality in Ancient Central Mexico.  In Religion and Politics in 
the Ancient Americas, edited by Sarah B. Barber and Arthur A. Joyce, pp. 119-140.  Routledge, 
New York.  
 
Carballo, David M. 
2017 American Pioneers and Traditions.  In Encyclopedia of Global Archaeology, revised 
edition, edited by Claire Smith, https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-51726-1_1532-2, pp. 1-6.  
Springer, New York. 
 
Carballo, David M., and Matthew H. Robb 
2017 Lighting the World: Teotihuacan and Urbanism in Central Mexico.  In Teotihuacan: City of 
Water, City of Fire, edited by Matthew H. Robb, pp. 12-19.  Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco 
and University of California Press, San Francisco. 
 
Carballo, David M. 
2017 Daily Life in Teotihuacan’s Southern Periphery: The Tlajinga District.  In Teotihuacan: City 
of Water, City of Fire, edited by Matthew H. Robb, pp. 124-129.  Fine Arts Museums of San 
Francisco and University of California Press, San Francisco. 
 
Pastrana, Alejandro, and David M. Carballo 
2017 Aztec Obsidian Industries.  In The Oxford Handbook of the Aztecs, edited by Deborah L. 
Nichols and Enrique Rodríguez-Alegría, pp. 329-341.  Oxford University Press, New York. 
 
Carballo, David M. 
2016 Aztec Imperial Core.  In Database of Religious History, 
http://www.religiondatabase.org/about/contributors/ 
 
Carballo, David M. 
2015 America.  In Field Archaeology from Around the World, edited by Martin Carver, Bisserka 
Gaydarska, and Sandra Montón-Subías, pp. 193-197.  Springer, New York. 
 
Carballo, David M. 
2014 Obsidian Symbolism in a Temple Offering from La Laguna, Tlaxcala.  In Obsidian 
Reflections: The Symbolic Dimensions of Obsidian in Mesoamerica, edited by Marc N. Levine and 
David M. Carballo, pp. 195-221.  University Press of Colorado, Boulder.  
 

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-51726-1_1532-2
http://www.religiondatabase.org/about/contributors/
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Lesure, Richard G., and David M. Carballo 
2014 Tetel.  In Formative Lifeways in Central Tlaxcala: Volume 1, Excavations, Ceramics, and 
Chronology, edited by Richard G. Lesure, pp. 51-69.  Cotsen Institute of Archaeology Press, 
University of California, Los Angeles. 
 
Carballo, Jennifer, and David M. Carballo 
2014 Las Mesitas.  In Formative Lifeways in Central Tlaxcala: Volume 1, Excavations, Ceramics 
and Chronology, edited by Richard G. Lesure, pp. 71-82.  Cotsen Institute of Archaeology Press, 
University of California, Los Angeles. 
 
Borejsza, Aleksander, and David M. Carballo 
2014 La Laguna: Overview of Site.  In Formative Lifeways in Central Tlaxcala: Volume 1, 
Excavations, Ceramics, and Chronology, edited by Richard G. Lesure, pp. 83-88.  Cotsen Institute 
of Archaeology Press, University of California, Los Angeles. 
 
Carballo, David M. 
2014 La Laguna: Site Mapping and Domestic Excavations in Areas D and H.  In Formative 
Lifeways in Central Tlaxcala: Volume 1, Excavations, Ceramics, and Chronology, edited by 
Richard G. Lesure, pp. 89-111.  Cotsen Institute of Archaeology Press, University of California, 
Los Angeles. 
 
Lesure, Richard G., Aleksander Borejsza, Jennifer Carballo, David M. Carballo, and Isabel 
Rodríguez López 
2014 Contexts.  In Formative Lifeways in Central Tlaxcala: Volume 1, Excavations, Ceramics, and 
Chronology, edited by Richard G. Lesure, pp. 169-182.  Cotsen Institute of Archaeology Press, 
University of California, Los Angeles. 
 
Lesure, Richard G., Isabel Rodríguez López, Aleksander Borejsza, Jennifer Carballo, and David 
M. Carballo 
2014 Pottery: Description and Typology.  In Formative Lifeways in Central Tlaxcala: Volume 1, 
Excavations, Ceramics, and Chronology, edited by Richard G. Lesure, pp. 183-258.  Cotsen 
Institute of Archaeology Press, University of California, Los Angeles. 
 
Lesure, Richard G., Jennifer Carballo, David M. Carballo, Aleksander Borejsza, and Isabel 
Rodríguez López 
2014 A Formative Chronology for Central Tlaxcala.  In Formative Lifeways in Central Tlaxcala: 
Volume 1, Excavations, Ceramics, and Chronology, edited by Richard G. Lesure, pp. 315-362.  
Cotsen Institute of Archaeology Press, University of California, Los Angeles. 
 
Carballo, David M. 
2014 American Pioneers and Traditions.  In Encyclopedia of Global Archaeology, edited by 
Claire Smith, pp. 186-190.  Springer, New York. 
 
Carballo, David M. 
2013 The Social Organization of Craft Production and Interregional Exchange at Teotihuacan.  
In Merchants, Markets, and Exchange in the Pre-Columbian World, edited by Kenneth G. Hirth 
and Joanne Pillsbury, pp. 113-140.  Dumbarton Oaks and Trustees for Harvard University, 
Washington, D.C. 
 
Carballo, David M. 
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2013 Cultural and Evolutionary Dynamics of Cooperation in Archaeological Perspective.  In 
Cooperation and Collective Action: Archaeological Perspectives, edited by David M. Carballo, pp. 
3-33.  University Press of Colorado, Boulder. 
 
Carballo, David M. 
2013 Labor Collectives and Group Cooperation in Pre-Hispanic Central Mexico.  In Cooperation 
and Collective Action: Archaeological Perspectives, edited by David M. Carballo, pp. 243-274.  
University Press of Colorado, Boulder. 
 
Lesure, Richard G., Jennifer Carballo, and David M. Carballo 
2012 Changing Social Practices as Seen from Household Iconic Traditions: A Case Study from 
Formative Central Tlaxcala.  In Power and Identity in Archaeological Theory and Practice: Case 
Studies from Ancient Mesoamerica, edited by Eleanor Harrison-Buck, pp. 21-38.  University of 
Utah Press, Salt Lake City. 
 
Carballo, David M. 
2012 Trade Routes in the Americas before Columbus.  In The Great Trade Routes: A History of 
Cargos and Commerce Over Land and Sea, edited by Philip Parker, pp. 166-170.  Conway 
Publishing, London.  
 
Carballo, David M. 
2012 Households in Ancient Mesoamerica: Domestic Social Organization, Status, Economies, 
and Rituals.  In The Oxford Handbook of Mesoamerican Archaeology, edited by Deborah Nichols 
and Christopher Pool, pp. 684-696.  Oxford University Press, New York. 
 
Carballo, David M. 
2012 La integración religiosa y la división social vistas por las unidades domésticas del 
Formativo en La Laguna, Tlaxcala.  In Arqueologías de la vida cotidiana: espacios domésticos y 
áreas de actividad en el México antiguo y otras zonas culturales, edited by Guillermo Acosta 
Ochoa, pp. 109-133. Instituto de Investigaciones Antropológicas, Universidad Nacional 
Autónoma de México, Mexico City.  
 
Carballo, David M., Richard G. Lesure, Jelmer W. Eerkens, Douglas J. Kennett, Stuart Tyson 
Smith, Hector Neff, and Michael D. Glascock 
2009 The Manufacture and Contents of Pottery Vessels in Early Formative Mazatán.  In 
Settlement and Subsistence in Early Formative Soconusco: El Varal and the Problem of Inter-Site 
Assemblage Variation, edited by Richard G Lesure, pp. 223-237.  Cotsen Institute of 
Archaeology Press, University of California, Los Angeles. 

 
Conference Proceedings 

Carballo, David M. 
2013 Monuments, Movement, and Meaning: Comments on 2,000 Years of Monumentality at 
Teotihuacan and Cholula.  In Constructing, Deconstructing, and Reconstructing Social Identity: 
2,000 Years of Monumentality at Teotihuacan and Cholula, Mexico, edited by Saburo Sugiyama, 
Shigeru Kabata, Tomoko Taniguchi, and Etsuko Niwa, pp. 133-138.  Cultural Symbiosis 
Research Institute, Aichi Prefectrual University, Japan. 
  
Barba, Luís, Jorge Blancas, Agustín Ortiz, and David Carballo 
2009 Geophysical Prospection and Aerial Photography in La Laguna, Tlaxcala, Mexico.  Revue 
d’Archéométrie 33: 17-20. 
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Comments & Reviews 
Carballo, David M. 
2021 Review of “The Florentine Codex: An Encyclopedia of the Nahua World in Sixteenth-
Century Mexico” edited by Jeanette Favrot Peterson and Kevin Terraciano.  Hispanic American 
Historical Review 110(3):510-511.  
 
Carballo, David M. 
2021 Comment on article “Ritual, Labor Mobilization, and Monumental Construction in Small-
Scale Societies: The Case of Adena and Hopewell in the Middle Ohio River Valley” by Logan 
Miller.  Current Anthropology 62(2):164-197. 
 
Carballo,  David M. 
2021 Comment on article “The Fiscal Economy of Good Government: Past and Present” by 
Richard E. Blanton, Lane F. Fargher, Gary M. Feinman, and Stephen A. Kowalewski.  Current 
Anthropology 62(1):77-100. 
 
Carballo, David M. 
2020 Review of “Vernacular Architecture in the Pre-Columbian Americas” edited by Christina 
T. Halperin and Lauren E. Schwartz.  American Antiquity 85(4):818-819. 
 
Carballo, David M. 
2020 Comment on “The Fiscal Economy of Good Government: Past and Present” by Richard E. 
Blanton, Lane F. Fargher, Gary M. Feinman, and Stephen A. Kowalewski.  Current Anthropology, 
in press. 
 
Carballo, David M. 
2018 Review of “Multiethnicity and Migration at Teopancazco: Investigations of a Teotihuacan 
Neighborhood Center,” edited by Linda R. Manzanilla.  Journal of Anthropological Research 
74(4):562-563. 
 
Carballo, David M. 
2017 Review of “Alternative Pathways to Complexity: A Collection of Essays on Architecture, 
Economics, Power, and Cross-Cultural Analysis,” edited by Lane F. Fargher and Vernice Y. 
Heredia Espinoza.  American Antiquity 82(3):614-615.  
 
Carballo, David M. 
2016 Bright Walls, Big City: Teotihuacan and its Apartment Compounds. (Review of Cowgill 
[2016] and Juarez [2014].)  Latin American Antiquity 27(2):266-268. 
 
Carballo, David M. 
2015 Review of “The Mixtecs of Oaxaca: Ancient Times to the Present” by Ronald Spores and 
Andrew K. Balkansky.  Journal of Field Archaeology 40(6):704-707.  
 
Carballo, David M. 
2015 Comment on “The Archaeology of Disjuncture: Classic Period Disruption and Cultural 
Divergence in the Tuxtla Mountains of Mexico” by Wesley Stoner and Christopher Pool.  
Current Anthropology 56(3):385-420. 
 
Carballo, David M. 
2011 Review of “The Art of Urbanism: How Mesoamerican Kingdoms Represented Themselves 
in Architecture and Imagery” edited by William L. Fash and Leonardo López Luján.  Journal of 
Field Archaeology 36(1):53-58. 
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Carballo, David M. 
2006 Review of “Obsidian Craft Production in Ancient Central Mexico” by Kenneth G. Hirth.  
Lithic Technology 31(2):156-158. 
 

Research Reports 
Carballo, David M., and Luis Barba (eds.) 
2020 Proyecto Arqueológico Tlajinga, Teotihuacan: Temporada 2019.  Manuscript on file at the 
Consejo de Arqueología, INAH, Mexico City. 
 
Carballo, David M., and Luis Barba (eds.) 
2016 Proyecto Arqueológico Tlajinga, Teotihuacan: Temporada 2016.  Manuscript on file at the 
Consejo de Arqueología, INAH, Mexico City. 
 
Carballo, David M., and Luis Barba (eds.) 
2015 Proyecto Arqueológico Tlajinga, Teotihuacan: Temporada 2014-15.  Manuscript on file at 
the Consejo de Arqueología, INAH, Mexico City. 
 
Carballo, David M., and Luis Barba (eds.) 
2014 Proyecto Arqueológico Tlajinga, Teotihuacan: Temporada 2013.  Manuscript on file at the 
Consejo de Arqueología, INAH, Mexico City. 
 
Carballo, David M., and Luis Barba (eds.) 
2012 Proyecto Arqueológico Tlajinga, Teotihuacan: Temporada 2012.  Manuscript on file at the 
Consejo de Arqueología, INAH, Mexico City. 
 
Carballo, David M., and Luis Barba (eds.) 
2012 Proyecto Arqueológico La Laguna, Tlaxcala, 2005-2012.  Manuscript on file at the Consejo 
de Arqueología, INAH, Mexico City. 
 
Carballo, David M., and Luis Barba (eds.) 
2011 Proyecto Arqueológico La Laguna, Tlaxcala: Temporada 2010.  Manuscript on file at the 
Consejo de Arqueología, INAH, Mexico City. 
 
Carballo, David M., and Luis Barba (eds.) 
2010 Proyecto Arqueológico La Laguna, Tlaxcala: Temporada 2009.  Manuscript on file at the 
Consejo de Arqueología, INAH, Mexico City. 
 
Carballo, David M., and Luis Barba (eds.) 
2009 Proyecto Arqueológico La Laguna, Tlaxcala: Temporada 2008.  Manuscript on file at the 
Consejo de Arqueología, INAH, Mexico City. 
 
Carballo, David M. 
2007 Avances del Proyecto Arqueológico La Laguna, Tlaxcala: las excavaciones de 2006 y los 
análisis de materiales de 2005-2006.   Manuscript on file at the Consejo de Arqueología, INAH, 
Mexico City. 
 
Carballo, David M. 
2006 Informe Técnico Parcial del Proyecto Arqueológico La Laguna, Tlaxcala.   Manuscript on 
file at the Consejo de Arqueología, INAH, Mexico City. 
 
Carballo, David M. 
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2006 Proyecto Arqueológico La Laguna, Tlaxcala.  Boletín del Consejo de Arqueología del INAH.  
Internet report available at http://www.inah.gob.mx/index_.html 
 
Carballo, David M. 
2006 Proto-Urban Social Transformations and Community Organization at La Laguna, Tlaxcala, 
During the Late Pre-Classic.  Internet report available at 
http://www.famsi.org/reports/05018/index.html 
 
Carballo, David M. 
1997 Investigaciones Arqueológicas en Cerro Chino, Honduras.  Manuscript on file at the 
Instituto Hondureño de Antropología e Historia, Tegucigalpa and Copán. 
 

Internet Publications & Webpages 
Carballo, David M. 
2017 Households and Daily Life in Mesoamerica. 
http://www.mexicolore.co.uk/aztecs/home/households-and-daily-life-in-mesoamerica 
 
Pastrana, Alejandro, and David M Carballo 
2016 La obsidiana en Teotihuacan.  Museo Nacional de Antropología, Mexico. 
https://mna.inah.gob.mx/detalle_huella.php?pl=La_obsidiana_en_Teotihuacan 
 
Personal Webpage: http://www.dcarballo.org/ 
Tlajinga Project: http://sites.bu.edu/patt/ 
Plaza of the Columns Webpage: http://ppcteotihuacan.org/en/home/ 
La Laguna Blog: http://pallblog.blogspot.com/   
 
GRANTS 
Whiting Foundation, Public Engagement Seed Grant, 2020-2021, “Community Engaged 
Research and K-12 Initiatives at Teotihuacan, Mexico” ($10,000). 
 
Society for American Archaeology, King Family Grant for Precolumbian Archaeology, 2019-
2020, “Urban Neighborhood Organization and Public Space at Teotihuacan’s Tlajinga District” 
($15,000). 
 
National Science Foundation, Senior Research Grant, Archaeology (BCS-1522630), 2015-2018.  
“Collaborative Research: Origins of Urbanization and State Formation: Investigations at the 
Plaza of the Columns Complex at Teotihuacan, Mexico” ($77,717). 
 
National Science Foundation, Senior Research Grant, Archaeology (BCS-1321247), 2013-2016.  
“Collaborative Research: Urbanism, Neighborhood Organization, and Domestic Economy at the 
Tlajinga District, Teotihuacan, Mexico” ($188,238). 
 
National Science Foundation, Senior Research Grant, Archaeology (BCS-0941278), 2009-2011.  
“The Evolution of Community Ritual and Effects of State Expansion in Central Mexico at La 
Laguna, Tlaxcala” ($81,579). 
 
National Geographic Society, Committee for Research and Exploration (CRE-8634-09), 2009-
2010.  “Proyecto Arqueológico La Laguna, Tlaxcala: Ritualization and State Expansion in 
Prehispanic Central Mexico” ($16,905).  
 
UCMEXUS – CONACYT Collaborative Grant for U.S. and Mexican Researchers, 2007-2008.  
Awarded jointly with Luis Barba, UNAM, for “Mapping the Evolution of Ceremonial Space in 

http://www.inah.gob.mx/index_.html
http://www.famsi.org/reports/05018/index.html
http://www.mexicolore.co.uk/aztecs/home/households-and-daily-life-in-mesoamerica
https://mna.inah.gob.mx/detalle_huella.php?pl=La_obsidiana_en_Teotihuacan
http://www.dcarballo.org/
http://sites.bu.edu/patt/
http://ppcteotihuacan.org/en/home/
http://pallblog.blogspot.com/
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Prehispanic Central Mexico: Remote Sensing and Archaeological Excavations at La Laguna, 
Tlaxcala” ($24,970). 
 
National Geographic Society, Committee for Research and Exploration (CRE-8057-06), 2006-
2008.  “Proyecto Arqueológico La Laguna, Tlaxcala: Proto-Urban Social Transformations and 
State Expansion in Prehispanic Central Mexico” ($18,745).  
  
Foundation for the Advancement of Mesoamerican Studies, Inc. (#05018), 2005-2006.  “Proto-
Urban Social Transformations and Community Organization at La Laguna, Tlaxcala, During the 
Late and Terminal Formative Periods” ($9,000). 
   
University of California, Mexico and United States (UCMEXUS) Dissertation Grant, 2002-2004.  
“Labor, Ideology, and the State: Obsidian Production at the Moon Pyramid, Teotihuacan, 
Mexico” ($12,000). 
 
STUDENT GRANTS 
National Science Foundation, Doctoral Dissertation Research Improvement Award, 
Archaeology (BCS-1916358), 2019-2020.  “Feeding a City: Urban Hunting and Animal 
Husbandry at Teotihuacan.”  Faculty PI for doctoral student Maria Codlin ($25,117). 
 
National Science Foundation, Doctoral Dissertation Research Improvement Award, 
Archaeology (BCS-), 2019-2020.  “Producing Stone and State: The Intersection of Ancient Maya 
Domestic and Institutional Economies.” Faculty PI for doctoral student Mary Clarke ($25,106). 
 
National Science Foundation, Doctoral Dissertation Research Improvement Award, 
Archaeology (BCS-1533539), 2015-2017.  “Traditional Household Production and 
Consumption.”  Faculty PI for doctoral student David Walton ($13,671). 
 
FIELD RESEARCH 
Proyecto Arqueológico Tlajinga, Teotihuacan.  PI of project in southern neighborhood of 
UNESCO World Heritage Site, with Luis Barba and Kenneth Hirth. 2012-present. 
 
Proyecto Conjunto Plaza de las Columnas, Teotihuacan.  Co-PI of project focused on palatial 
complex in the center of ancient city, with Saburo Sugiyama, Nawa Sugiyama, Verónica Ortega, 
and William Fash.  2016-2019.  
 
Proyecto Arqueológico La Laguna, Tlaxcala.  PI of project at Formative period central Mexican 
town, 2005-2012. 
 
Proyecto Pirámide de la Luna, Teotihuacan, Mexico.  Saburo Sugiyama and Rubén Cabrera 
Castro PIs, 1999-2004. 
 
UCLA Formative Apizaco Project, Mexico.  Richard Lesure PI, 1999-2004. 
 
Taylor 1 and Vincent Beach sites, Chilmark, Massachusetts. Elizabeth Chilton PI, 1999. 
   
Pulltrowser Swamp, K'axob, Belize.  Patricia McAnany PI, 1998. 
 
Group 9J-5, Copán, Honduras.  William Fash PI, 1996-1997.   
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EXHIBITS & MUSEUM PROJECTS 
Consultant and audio-guide contributor for remodeling of Michael C. Rockefeller wing of 
Americas collections, Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, 2021. 
 
Campus organizer of “Hostile Terrain 94” exhibit on migrant deaths at the US-Mexico border, in 
collaboration with the BU Arts Initiative, 2020-2021.  
 
Consultant, author, and audio-guide contributor for “Teotihuacan: City of Water and Fire,” de 
Young Museum, Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco, and Los Angeles County Museum of Art, 
2016-2018. 
 
Volunteer intern, Department of Egyptology, Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, 1995-1996. 
 
ACADEMIC SERVICE 

External 
Editorial Board, Frontiers in Human Dynamics – Social Networks, 2022-present. 
Editorial Advisory Committee, Latin American Antiquity, 2020-present. 
Editorial Committee, Arqueología Mexicana, 2015-present. 
Committee of Advisors, Graduate Program in Mesoamerican Studies, National Autonomous 
University of Mexico (UNAM), 2016-present. 
Senior Grants Review Panel, National Science Foundation, Archaeology Division, 3 terms. 
Excellence in Archaeological Analysis Award Committee, Soc. for Am. Archaeology, 2017-2020. 
Program Committee, Society for American Archaeology Annual Meeting, 2010, 2016, 2018. 
Member: Society for American Archaeology (SAA), American Anthropological Association 
(AAA), American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS), American Institute of 
Archaeology (AIA), Sociedad Mexicana de Antropología (SMA). 
 

Boston University (University Wide) 
Academic Programs 
Assistant Provost for General Education, 2019-present. 
Chair, BU Hub Council, 2019-present. 
Co-Chair, University General Education Committee, 2019-present. 
Undergraduate Council, 2019-present. 
Initiative Owner, BU Hub, Strategic Plan Implementation, 2020-present. 
Undergraduate Programs, COVID-19 Recovery Working Group, 2020-2021. 
Inclusive Pedagogy Initiative Working Group, 2020-2021. 
Curriculum Committee, Center of Computing and Data Sciences, 2019-2021. 
Chair, Committee on Scientific and Social Inquiry Learning Outcomes, BU Hub, Fall 2016. 
Graduate Academic Affairs Committee, Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, 2016-2017.  
Social Science Curriculum Committee, College of Arts and Sciences, Fall 2016. 
Jr. Faculty Colloquium, co-organizer, College of Arts and Sciences, 2014-2016. 
 
Hiring Committees 
Executive Director Search Committee, Innovate@BU, 2021. 
Faculty Search Committee, Political Science, external member, 2019. 
Provost’s Dean Search Advisory Committee, College of Arts and Sciences, 2018-2019. 
Faculty Search Committee, Romance Studies, external member, 2018-2019. 
 

Boston University (Affiliated Departments, Centers & Programs) 
Academic Programs 
Executive Committee, Center for Latin American Studies, Pardee School, 2014-present. 
Director, Archaeology Program, 2018-2019. 
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Director of Graduate Studies, Archaeology, 2015-2017, spring 2018 
Graduate Studies Committee, Anthropology, 2018-present. 
Graduate Studies Committee, Archaeology, 2014-2020. 
Faculty Adviser, Experimental Archaeology Club, 2012-2020. 
Undergraduate Studies Committee, Archaeology, 2013-2015. 
Faculty Adviser, Undergraduate Archaeology Society, 2012-2015. 
Director of Undergraduate Studies, Archaeology 2011-2013. 
 
Hiring Committees 
Chair, Faculty Search Committee, Anthropology, 2020-2021. 
Faculty Search Committee, Archaeology, 2011-2012. 
 
PEER REVIEW 
Granting Agencies: European Research Council, Louisiana Board of Regents, Office of 
Sponsored Programs, National Geographic Society, National Science Foundation, Social Science 
and Humanities Research Council of Canada, University of California Institute for Mexico and 
the United States 
 
Book Presses: Brill Publishers, Cambridge University Press, Colegio de Michoacan, Dumbarton 
Oaks/Trustees for Harvard University, Eliot Werner Publications, Fieldania, Insituto Nacional 
de Antropología e Historia, Middle American Research Institute, Oxford University Press, 
Routledge Press, Thames and Hudson Press, Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México, 
University of Arizona Press, University Press of Colorado 
 
Journals: American Anthropologist, Anales de Antropología, Ancient Mesoamérica, 
Archaeological and Anthropological Sciences, Arqueología, Boletín de la Sociedad Geológica 
Mexicana, Cambridge Archaeological Journal, Cross-Cultural Research, Current Anthropology, 
Ecological Modelling, Environmental Archaeology, Figuras, Journal of Anthropological 
Archaeology, Frontiers in Political Science, Journal of Anthropological Research, Journal of 
Archaeological Method and Theory, Journal of Archaeological Research, Journal of Archaeological 
Science: Reports, Journal of Field Archaeology, Latin American Antiquity, PLOS One, Proceedings 
of the National Academy of Sciences, Quaternary Science Reviews, Radiocarbon, Research in 
Economic Anthropology, Travaux et Recherches dans les Amériques du Centre, WIREs Water, 
World Archaeology 
 
PUBLIC OUTREACH 
Interview for popular science podcast Demystifying Science, December 28, 2022. 
Blog post for Urban Studies on comparative urbanism in Mesoamerica, June 13, 2022. 
Educational consulting on K-12 curricula on early Americas for Primary Source, 2021-22. 
Zine publication “Teotihuacan: un viaje mágico,” October 11, 2021. 
Interview in Discover Magazine on the Spanish invasion of Mesoamerica, August 13, 2021. 
Blog post for Oxford University Press on Spanish invasion of Mesoamerica, August 13, 2021. 
Blog post for Cambridge Core on recent work at Teotihuacan, June 22, 2021. 
Podcast on the fall of the Aztec empire for Letters & Politics, Pacifica Radio, November 26, 
2020. 
Podcast on Aztec-Spanish War for program The Dead Prussian, August 13, 2020. 
Podcast on Spanish invasion of Mesoamerica for program Seven Ages, August 7, 2020. 
Interview in The Atlantic on archaeology and Spanish invasion of Mesoamerica, August 1, 
2020. 
Excerpt in Lapham’s Quarterly, “The Birth of New Spain,” July 20, 2020. 
Podcast on Collision of Worlds for New Books Network, Latin America, July 3, 2020. 
Podcast on deep history of conquest of Mexico for Global History Podcast, June 17, 2020. 

https://youtu.be/uvx4YVpb0t8
https://www.urbanstudiesonline.com/resources/resource/mesoamerican-urbanism-indigenous-institutions-infrastructure-and-resilience/
https://sites.bu.edu/patt/zine/
https://www.discovermagazine.com/planet-earth/the-fall-of-the-aztec-empire-what-really-happened-in-the-battle-of
https://blog.oup.com/2021/08/native-conquistadors-the-role-of-tlaxcala-in-the-fall-of-the-aztec-empire/?utm_campaign=oupac-campaign:1339326231712986840&utm_source=Twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_content=post:1402596528859996655&utm_term=OUP%20History
https://www.cambridge.org/core/blog/2021/06/22/neighborhood-life-migration-and-social-infrastructure-in-teotihuacans-southern-periphery/?utm_source=hootsuite&utm_medium=Twitter&utm_campaign=LAQ_TW_230621
https://kpfa.org/episode/letters-and-politics-november-26-2020/
https://thedeadprussian.libsyn.com/episode-96-on-the-collision-of-worlds-in-meso-america-the-dead-prussian-podcast?tdest_id=337617
https://sevenages.org/podcasts/collision-of-worlds-fall-of-the-aztec-empire-saaj-39/
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2020/08/david-carballo-archaeology-and-mesoamerica/614815/
https://www.laphamsquarterly.org/roundtable/birth-new-spain
https://newbooksnetwork.com/david-m-carballo-collision-of-worlds-a-deep-history-of-the-fall-of-aztec-mexico-and-the-forging-of-new-spain-oxford-up-2020/
https://theglobalhistorypodcast.com/2020/06/17/david-m-carballo/
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Public talks at K-12 schools in the Teotihuacan Valley, March 2020. 
“The Arrival of Strangers. New evidence points to a clash between two ancient Mesoamerican 
cultures, Teotihuacan and the Maya” article for Science 367(2481): 968-973, November 28, 
2020. 
“Stylish Suburbs: How Ancient Mexican Metropolis Dodged Inequality Trap” article for Reuters, 
December 19, 2019. 
“Life in the City of the Gods” article for Archaeology magazine, Nov/Dec 2019, pp. 24-31. 
UNAM-Boston video production on Tlajinga project: https://youtu.be/HJmqnNJeqJM  
“In an ancient Mesoamerican city, archaeologists find a narrow wealth gap” radio segment for 
NPR’s “Marketplace,” August 2, 2019. 
PBS television program “Gods and Monsters” for series “Ancient Skies,” 2019. 
Podcast on Teotihuacan for program Seven Ages, 2019. 
Panel of experts for educational webpage Mexicolore: http://mexicolore.co.uk/aztecs/ask-
experts/ 
PBS television program “Teotihuacan’s Lost Kings” for series “Secrets of the Dead,” 2016. 
Podcast for “Dig This” on NSF Science 360, 2016. 
BU Research page “Lessons from Teo,” 2015.  
“Ancient Urbanites” article in American Archaeology magazine, 18(4):26-31, 2014-15. 
BBC television program “The Place Where Time Began” for series “Lost Kingdoms of Central 
America,” 2014.  
BU Today Video “Knapping Rocks,” 2013.   
“Plundering History” DVD extras to digitally remastered 1950s movie “Plunder of the Sun,” 
2006. 

https://science.sciencemag.org/content/367/6481/968
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-mexico-archeology-teotihuacan-feature/stylish-suburbs-how-ancient-mexican-metropolis-dodged-inequality-trap-idUSKBN1YN0J2
https://youtu.be/HJmqnNJeqJM
https://www.marketplace.org/2019/08/02/in-an-ancient-mesoamerican-city-archaeologists-find-a-narrow-wealth-gap/
https://www.pbs.org/video/gods-and-monsters-aill5s/
https://sevenages.org/podcasts/seven-ages-audio-journal-episode-23-teotihuacan/
http://mexicolore.co.uk/aztecs/ask-experts/
http://mexicolore.co.uk/aztecs/ask-experts/
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/secrets/teotihuacans-lost-kings-full-episode/3052/
http://science360.gov/radio/episode/04d08d07-ead0-4c89-b072-816d9c0ef5b5/new-nsf-podcast-dig-archaeologist-david-carballo-describes-life-working
http://www.bu.edu/research/articles/archaeology-teotihuacan-mexico/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zpMLx0ZPaKM&app=desktop
http://www.bu.edu/today/2013/knapping-rocks/

