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THE UNTAPRED POWER TS -
e onrarsen powsn | THE SWING VOTE:
THE UNTAPPED POWER OF INDEPENDENTS

As our country’s politicians engage in bitter partisan battles, focused on
protecting their own jobs but not on doing the nation’s business, and
political pundits shout louder and shriller to improve their ratings, it's no
wonder that Americans have little faith in their government. But is
America as divided as the politicians and talking heads would have us
believe? Do half of Americans stand on the right and the other half on
the left with a no-man’s-land between them?

§ Hardly. Forty percent of all American voters are Independents who
occupy the ample political and ideological space in the center. These
VOT E Americans are anything but divided, and they’re being ignored. These
Independents make up the largest voting bloc in the nation and have
determined the outcome of every election since World War II. Every
year their numbers grow, as does the unconscionable disconnect

LINDA KiLLIAN

between them and the officials who are supposed to represent them. : 2 . w}'?'m
VO

CLICK BELOW TO BUY THE BOOK! The Swing Vote: The Untapped Power of Independents tells the

story of how our polarized political system is not only misrepresenting
America but failing it. Killian paints a vivid portrait of the swing voters
amazoncgmg around the country and presents a new model that reveals who they are
) and what they want from their government and elected officials.

In “The Swing Vote” she focuses on four states that will be critical in the 2012 election -~ New Hampshire,
Virginia, Ohio and Colorado - and offers a new model! of the swing voters, breaking them into four distinct
demographic groups:

BARNES&-NOBLES

weww bas.cinen

¢ NPR REPUBLICANS - Socially moderate and fiscally conservative, these voters, who have been known as
‘Rockefeller Republicans’, are frustrated by overspending and mismanagement of government. But they are
also turned off by the GOP's alignment with the religious right and its focus on social issues like abortion
and gay rights.
! !:;keu ¢ AMERICA FIRST DEMOCRATS - Previously known as ‘Reagan Democrats,” these voters, largely male
B working class, have been hit hard by the recession and by Republican taxation and trade policies. But they
also think Democrats don't stand up for traditional American values both at home and abroad. They tend to

m——— . . be more conservative than the Democratic Party on social issues.
POLITICS | Hear Linda Killian
_FPREL Ftalk about « THE FACEBOOK GENERATION ~ Voters under the age of thirty-five, who register as Independents in a
»’”“Y:f The ‘Swing Vole™ higher percentage than any other age group. They mistrust politicians of both parties and want more than
T , : two choices.
at Politics and Prose in
Washington, D.C. e STARBUCKS MOMS AND DADS - The largest and most important Independent/Swing voting bloc, these

suburban and exurban voters are skeptical of big government and turned off by extremism in both parties. A
huge and vitally important group. They decide elections.

“The Meo-Independent” In “The Swing Vote,” Killian looks beyond the polls and the headlines and talks with the frustrated citizens around

""""""""""""" o the country who are raising the alarm about the acute bi-polarity, special interest-influence, and gridlock in
Congress, asking why Obama'’s postpartisan presidency is anything but, and demanding realism, honest
negotiation, and a sense of responsibility from their elected officials.

http:/ /www.lindajkillian.com/books.htm Page 1 of 4



Books by Linda Killian

Praise for The Swing Vote:

"Linda Killian has been an acute observer of national politics for over two
decades, first winning renown for her path-breaking book on the GOP freshman
class of '94. She now brings similar insight and shoe-leather reporting to one of
the least understood groups in America - swing voters - who will likely hold the
key to 2012 and beyond."

-- David Gergen, Senior Political Analyst for CNN and New York Times
Bestselling Author of "Eyewitness to Power"

“Linda Killian helps us understand who the swing voters who decide elections
are and what they are looking for. Killian's analysis provides a valuable guide
on harnessing their collective energy into a new way of thinking about politics.”

-- Eleanor Clift, contributor Newsweek and Daily Beast

“Linda Killian has written a lively and insightful book about the current state of
American politics, melding the best skills of a journalist, a social scientist, a
pollster, and a passionate citizen....With Congress'’s disapproval rating at an
all-time high, and a ‘plague on both houses’ sentiment exploding in the country,
it is hard to imagine a more timely book.”

-- Norman J. Ornstein, author of The Broken Branch: How Congress Is Failing
America and How to Get It Back on Track

“Linda Killian does a great job of not only examining the importance and historic
role of those Independent and moderate swing voters who live between the
partisan and ideological forty-yard lines, but she examines their mind-sets as

well. What makes swing voters tick, what swings them and why? An
understanding of swing voters leads to an understanding of the volatility and
the turbulence that drove the 2006, 2008, and 2010 elections and will likely
drive 2012 as well.”

-- Charlie Cook, editor and publisher of The Cook Political Report and political
analyst for NBC News.

"[Linda's] book - which makes the case that you and | have much more power
than we know - is an important and timely read."

-- Michael Charney, Author of "Chasing Glenn Beck" (Read the full review on
Amazon.com.)

CNN's John Avlon calls "The Swing Vote: The Untapped Power of
Independents" one of "the best political policy books of this presidential
season.”" "The growing ranks of nonpartisan-political-reform literature (including
The Swing Vote) will only become more valuable when this election is over and
we begin focusing on an even more urgent mission: how to heal
hyperpartisanship and begin governing again in the national interest."

-- John Avlon, CNN

The Pew Research Center estimates that there are more independent voters
now than at any time over the past 75 years. Experts on voting offer several
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Mad As Hell

“Most Amerieans, 1 mked, would
peobably sey thar the U5 system
of government i one of the most
demperatic i the world, And yet,”
writes Linda Kiflian, “its not.” In
her sew hook, “Hhe Swing Vate: The
Untupped Power of Independents,”
the Capitol Hill suther decusmens
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LF IHDEPENDENTS
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the steanglehold thar the twe owjor
purties exert oo the political process
amed the extremizm that has increas-
ingly alienared moderate voters and
pelitichans alike. "Tr's fike the parties
e gone orasy” bomoaas ong v
et And a foeaer lugislator welly hes,
FThey povern fomn the cctremne, gnd
i yowne not on the handwagen, they
deivl you oue.”

“Ihe only ray of hope tha Killian
sees ~ bagring the far-ferched notion
that politicians will come w their
senses = e the independent vot-
wes, wha currently mabe upo s luger
portion of the dectorate than eithe
Dermocrats or Bepublicans. Based on
nearly & huesdred Insecviews with vot-
ers gnsd politickms at hoth the stare
el Fedieal bevel, Killian painrsa gic-
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ture of indepundents as an “ideclogi-
cal ‘miiddle of the road’ or conerist”
group thae ks often fiseally conser-
vative but socdally moderate. “Fhese
woters swing back and forth between
parthes” wned can b 2 erucial faceor in
ceciding efection outcomas.
More than just & mant on par
vizanship, “The Swing Vor™ offers
some conerete solistions to the prob-
leen, such #s wiorming wting rules,
camnpaign fingees and redistricting
pritctices, Finally, ln a chipter aply
tithed *Battle Cry” Killian rallies in-
dependents s get involved In ovic
e and take action to brenk the
gridlock, She pietures “a collective
mament like that in the 1976 move
Network,™ in which people acnoss
the countey seivd up snd shour,
“Prar mad =5 hell and Pmonot going
to take it anymorel” Only teen, she
writes, might those whese interests
are senved by the current system be
roved ¢ change it
Linda Kithan is ¢ journalist and
senins scholar at the YWoodrow Wil
son hternational Center for Schol-
ars and has been 4 columpdst and
mutoeal goliteat writer for “The At~
Tarstter, Nk The Datly Beast,”
andd # variety of other publications.
Her prevdons boak was “The Fresh-
paer: What Happened to the Bepub-
T Revolytion?” -
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explanations. Some voters’ lives are simply too full to give politics much attention, and they aren’t involved enough to identify with a party.
Diminishing trust in institutions is another factor in eroding party loyaity, particularly among younger voters, specialists say. And then there's the

growing dysfunction of Washington, the disgust with polarized, party-first politics. Rejecting both Democrats and Republicans can feel like a modest

but winnable protest. “They don't trust the political system,” says journalist Linda Killian, a senior scholar at the Woodrow Wilson International
Center for Scholars in Washington and author of The Swing Vote: The Untapped Power of Independents. “They don't trust money in politics. They

want compromise. They want results. They don't want partisan yapping.”

-- Scott Helman, "How will independents factor into the Brown-Warren Senate race?, The Boston Globe, September 30, 2012.
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The New York Review of Books

Excerpt: Swingtime for Obama
June 21, 2012
Michael Tomasky

The Swing Voter has useful observations. Killian, a former NPR reporter who is now a senior scholar at the Woodrow Wilson Center in Washington,

emulated the admirable part of Broder's legacy and traveled around the country interviewing hundreds of voters who are disaffected. There are
lessons to be learned from her reporting.

She identifies four types of independent voters. (1) "NPR Republicans" are "fiscal conservatives who are moderate or libertarian on social issues."
They have been moving away from the GOP because of the religious right. (2) The "Facebook Generation" is mostly thirty-five or under; its
members are generally social liberals (on the environment or race), but "this age group doesn’t really trust either political party and doesn’t
understand why it can’t have more political choices.” (3) The "Starbucks Moms and Dads" are "a fickle group who don't mind changing party
allegiance" from election to election and "tend to be fiscally conservative and socially moderate, concerned about education, national security, and
environmental issues." Finally (4), the "America First Democrats," concentrated in the Rust Belt, support strong defense, are populist on economic
issues such as trade and protectionism, but are "more traditional and conservative on social issues than they perceive the Democratic Party to be."

Killian chooses one state that is emblematic of each of the groups—respectively, New Hampshire, Colorado, Virginia, and Ohio. She talks with
politicians from both parties—moderate Republican state legislators in New Hampshire chased from their party's ranks, Democrats like the Virginia
Senator Jim Webb, retiring after just one term partly out of disgust—who dissent from some party positions. She speaks with voters like Julia Pfaff
of Fairfax County, Virginia, a former Army captain married to an active-duty military man, whose comments could stand for a good many others:

"I'm part of this huge group of Americans who feel disenfranchised. We don't like where we're headed. It's like we're riding on a bus,
and the two parties are the drivers who are arguing over who gets to control the steering wheel. Meanwhile, there's a cliff in front of us
and we're headed straight for it. The rest of us are stuck in the back of the bus, saying, "There's a cliff up there, do something."

There is no question that millions of Americans share Pfaff's frustration. The "cliff* suggests bad, or very bad, economic prospects. But there is a
question whether these millions can in fact become an organized political unit, and indeed whether—given their own very clear differences with one
another, which Killian herself describes well—they even want to be. Click here to read the full review.

tHorritie .., Stroug, sett b . 'Y
researched ond well oredited.” E | E RE S H ME N -
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WHAT HAPPENED TO THE REPUBLICAN REVOLUTION?

In November 1994 the Republicans won control of both Houses of Congress for the first time in 40 years in a
victory they immediately dubbed the Republican Revolution. Swept into office in that election were 73 Republican
freshmen, the storm troopers in Newt Gingrich's army.

The Freshmen is the inside story of those men and women and of the tumultuous 104th Congress, one of the most
historic and eventful congresses in recent history.

The freshmen were at the heart of the Republican revolution. Journalist Linda Killian presents a revealing portrait
of their maneuvering and intrigues, their successes and failures. Were they committed idealists or wild-eyed
zealots?Killian reveals how Congress really works through amazingly candid conversations with the freshmen.
She offers a probing and intimate character study of the colorful and always unpredictable freshmen who shared
their private thoughts with her.

In early 1995 the Republicans were riding high but they were sent crashing by the government shutdown. Killian
explains how they rebounded from that disastrous political maneuver to maintain control of Congress despite Bill
Clinton’s re-election to the presidency, and also explains how the Republican revolution never really existed.

Despite being labeled Gingrich clones when they arrived in Washington, in 1997 the freshmen attempted to
overthrow Newt Gingrich as speaker of the House. Killian tells the real story of that failed coup.

This book is the first detailed, behind the scenes account of the entire 104th Congress and is based on two years
of extensive reporting and hundreds of interviews. Killian goes beyond the headlines to show us the power
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