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The Boston Americanist

Letter

from

Director

I am delighted to return for a second term as
Director of American Studies as of July 1, 2025.
Many thanks to Brooke Blower, who served as
Interim Director for most of the last academic
year, and to Bruce Schulman, who stepped in
towards the end. | am especially thrilled to have
begun working with Carolyn White, our new
Director of Preservation Studies, who started her
appointment in January. All programs housed in 226
Bay State Road are doing well: 7 PhD students have
completed their dissertations since last summer,
2 students graduated as American Studies majors,
and 6 students received their MA in Preservation
Studies. Even as the national climate around
higher education, the humanities in particular, and
democracy in general, continues to be less than
ideal, we continue to thrive.

This is the first issue of The Boston Americanist
to be issued with our updated name, a change
that became official when the Provost approved
our request last semester. Although AMNESP

is now officially the American Studies Program
(AMST for short), we will continue to highlight
and foster our long-standing ties to New England
cultural institutions, and we will continue to
support research and teaching that focuses on
our region. Local ties have always been important
to this program for our 50+ year history, and that
will not change. The public face of the program,
though, will now more accurately signal the kinds
of interdisciplinary, geographically broad work
undertaken by a majority of our affiliated faculty,
undergraduate majors, and PhD students.



This summer, we bid a fond farewell to our outgoing
Abbot Lowell Cummings Fellow in American Material
Culture, Dr. R. Claire Bunschoten, who developed and
taught popular classes at both the undergraduate
and graduate levels. A published portion of her book
project, an essay entitled “’Eau de Cookie Dough’:
Gourmand Fragrances, Negotiating Nostalgia, and
Inedible Food Cultures,” was recently awarded

the Belasco Prize for Scholarly Excellence by the
Association for the Study of Food and Society.

We have welcomed our next Cummings Fellow,

Dr. Allyson LaForge, who recently completed her
PhD in American Studies at Brown University and
has expertise in the material culture of indigenous
peoples and the history of the native Northeast.

The past year has been a period of transition for our
PhD Program under the new Collective Bargaining
Agreement that the university finally reached with
BUGWU in the fall of 2024. | was disappointed to
learn that Boston University halted PhD admissions
in many humanities programs across the board for
this cycle. We fully expect to be able to admit a new
cohort of PhD students for next year, however, and

| am very pleased that we will be able to offer new
students a higher stipend than in previous years, and
also that we can recruit them to BU knowing they
will have the protections of union representation.
As ever, | would like to thank the leaders of our PhD
community - both the BUGWU representatives and
the officers of the Graduate Student Association —
for helping to make our program a welcoming place
for new and continuing students.

In December, 2024, American Studies sponsored
a retreat that Paula Austin organized for affiliated
faculty working in Ethnic Studies, a group that

continues to grow. This coming year, | look forward
to promoting the undergraduate major under

our new name by highlighting the wide-ranging
expertise of our affiliate faculty, including in Ethnic
Studies. We will also continue our initiative in Native
American and Indigenous Studies, which Prof. Blower
fostered this year by proposing new hires in NAIS
across several departments. The Indigenous Studies
Working Group, co-organized by Wade Campbell and
Mary Battenfeld, has received funding again from
the Boston University Center for the Humanities
(BUCH), and Alyssa Hunziker will be hosting a NAIS-
related symposium this fall in our program, also
partly funded by BUCH. This past year was the first
year we were able to grant funds from the new
American Studies Endowment that was established
in 2024 to support the graduate program, and |
expect to be able to support additional work this
year in the Public Humanities. | am excited also to
resume the “American Studies for the Future” series,
which was on hiatus while | was away.

I wish to end with many thanks especially to

Aimee McCarron, our Program Administrator, who
holds both AMST and PSP together; to our Interim
Directors Profs. Blower and Schulman; to the
continuing Director of Graduate Studies, Deborah
Jaramillo; departing Directors of Undergraduate
Studies (DUS), Kim Sichel and Takeo Rivera; incoming
DUS, Mary Battenfeld; and the AMST Program
Committee.

I love this program, and | continue to cherish the
opportunity to serve as Director. The world is a
tempest, but we are holding steady in the gale -
and it's all because of the incredible, inspiring, and
thrilling work our students, faculty, and staff do
every day.

Joseph Rezek
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To say that this was quite a year would be an
understatement! I'm not sure who among us could
have anticipated what 2024-2025 would have up
its sleeve, but | exit this academic year—and look
forward to the next—with every confidence in the
resilience and strength of the American Studies
community. Thanks to the guidance and expertise
of program administrator Aimee McCarron and the
leadership of interim directors Brooke Blower and
Bruce Schulman, our students persevered through
evolving conditions. We will be here to support
them as the ground beneath higher education’s feet
continues to shift.

In my first year as DGS, | learned a great deal about
the strength and spirit of our graduate students.
Their steady stream of accomplishments was
energizing to the entire program. What a joy to see
their intelligence and hard work recognized and
celebrated both inside and outside the university.

Likewise, what a delight to usher eight students
into the next phase of their lives and careers. Seven
students defended their dissertations—two in the
Fall, two in the Spring, and three in the Summer.
Congratulations to Gaélle Bouaziz, Anne Boyd,

Julia Carroll, Arthur Kamya, Reut Odinak, Emily
Palombella, and Betsy Walters for getting the job
done when the 2020s have hehaved like a vengeful
dodgeball player.

So many other achievements—too many to list
here—lifted up all of our students and provided a
reassuring sense of momentum and optimism. As
we look forward to a new admissions cycle, we'll
continue to draw inspiration from the work of our
current students and the new adventures of our
recent grads as they make their mark at institutions
in Georgia, Texas, and elsewhere.

On a personal note, | want to express my gratitude
for the patience and grace | was shown as |
navigated my first year. | am proud to be on this
team, and I'm excited to see the heights we'll reach
in the coming year.

Deborah L. Jaramillo
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Program
Administration
2024-2025

Brooke Blower
Professor, History
Interim Director, American Studies Program

Bruce Schulman
Professor, History
Interim Director, American Studies Program

Deborah Jaramillo
Professor, Film & Television
Director of Graduate Studies

C. Ian Stevenson
Lecturer, Preservation Studies
Interim Director, Preservation Studies

Boston University Arts & Sciences
American & New England Studies Program

Carolyn White
Professor, History of Art & Architecture, Archaeology
Director, Preservation Studies Program

Kim Sichel
Professor, History of Art & Architecture
Director of Undergraduate Studies

Takeo Rivera
Associate Professor, English
Interim Director of Undergraduate Studies

Aimee McCarron
Program Administrator, American Studies &
Preservation Studies Programs




Program
Committee

Paula Austin
Associate Professor, History

Mary Battenfeld

Clinical Professor, American Studies

Jilene Chua

Assistant Professor, History

Andre de Quadros
Professor of Music and Music Education

Charlotte Howell

Associate Professor, Film & Television

Nazli Kibria

Professor of Sociology

William Moore
Associate Professor of Material Culture

Anita Patterson
Professor of English

LL.ecturers and
Postdoctoral
Fellow

Aaron Ahlstrom
Lecturer, Preservation Studies Program

R. Claire Bunschoten
Abbott Lowell Cummings Postdoctoral
Fellow

C. Ian Stevenson
Lecturer, Preservation Studies Program

Sara Wermiel
Lecturer, Preservation Studies Program
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Affiliate Faculty

Daniel Abramson
Professor of American & European
Architecture

Paula Austin

Associate Professor of History and
African American & Black Diaspora
Studies

Ross Barrett
Associate Professor of American Art,
History of Art & Architecture

Mary Battenfeld
Clinical Professor of American Studies

Michael Birenbaum
Quintero

Associate Professor of Musicology &
Ethnomusicology

Brooke Blower
Professor of History

Laurence Breiner
Professor of English

Japonica Brown-Saracino
Professor of Sociology

Louis Chude-Sokei
Professor of English; George

and Joyce Wein Chair In African
American & Black Diaspora Studies

Victor Coelho
Professor of Musicology and
Ethnomusicology

Adriana Craciun
Emma MaclLachlan Metcalf Chair
and Professor of English

Bradley Craig
Assistant Professor of History

André de Quadros
Professor of Music and Music
Education

Megan J. Elias
Associate Professor of the Practice
of Gastronomy

Wade Campbell
Assistant Professor of Archaeology
and Anthropology

Deborah Carr
Professor of Sociology

Robert Chodat
Professor of English

Jonathan Foltz
Associate Professor of English

Margarita Guillory
Associate Professor of Religion

Jan Haenraets
Professor of the Practice of
Preservation Studies

Melanie Hall
Associate Professor of Art History

Linda M. Heywood
Professor of African American & Black
Diaspora Studies and History

Charlotte E. Howell
Associate Professor of Film &
Television




William Huntting Howell
Associate Professor of English

Alyssa Hunziker
Assistant Professor English

Paul Hutchinson
Senior Lecturer of Organizational
Behavior

Deborah L. Jaramillo
Professor of Film & Television

David Mayers
Professor of Political Science and
History

Brendan McConville
Professor of History

William D. Moore
Associate Professor of American
Material Culture

Anthony Petro

Associate Professor of Religion
and Women's, Gender, & Sexuality
Studies

Sarah Phillips
Associate Professor of History

Carrie Preston
Professor of English and Women's,
Gender, & Sexuality Studies

Joseph Rezek
Associate Professor of English

Ana-Maria Reyes
Associate Professor of Latin
American Art

Takeo Rivera
Associate Professor of English

Andrew Robichaud
Associate Professor of History

Jeffrey W. Rubin
Associate Professor of History

Heather Schoenfeld
Associate Professor of Sociology

Bruce Schulman
William E. Huntington Professor of
History

Kim Sichel
Professor of History of Art &
Architecture

Nina Silber
Jon Westling Professor of History

Adam Sweeting
Associate Professor of
Humanities

John Thornton
Professor of African American
& Black Diaspora Studies and
History

Robert Weller
Professor of Anthropology

Thomas Whalen
Associate Professor of Social
Sciences

Gregory Williams
Associate Professor,
Contemporary Art

Graham Wilson
Professor of Political Science

Carolyn White
Professor of Archaeology and
Preservation Studies
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Preservation

The Preservation Studies Program began the
academic year under the Acting Directorship of
lan Stevenson, who oversaw the program for the
fall semester. We extend huge thanks to lan for his
leadership and dedication to the program. Our new
Director, Carolyn White, arrived in January. She
returns to BU (GRS '02) after two decades at the
University of Nevada, Reno, and is delighted to join
the program. You can read a profile of Dr. White
here.

The Preservation Studies Program welcomed a
new cohort of students from the United States,
Canada, Ireland, and China. In fall, two students
completed their degrees and in the spring we
saw the graduation of four more students.
Congratulations to Verity Boyer, Yanjun Hong,
Hillary Rayport, Rachel Burdette, Meghan Keefe,
and Hailey Stebner!

Studies

The Program held a Preservation Studies
Internship Forum with local internship hosts in
the spring and hosted two virtual open houses
for prospective and incoming students. The
Program continued its use of Greater Boston as
our classroom.

Field trips included numerous course site visits,
a field trip along the Freedom Trail in Boston led
by one of our students, Rachel Burdette, and
lan Stevenson, and the program attended the
Preserving the Recent Past conference held at
Boston Architectural College.



https://www.bu.edu/cas/arts-sciences/article/signs-of-life/

Over the summer, our students held
internships at the Massachusetts
Historical Commission, Boston
Landmarks, Ryan, LLC, Shanghai Museum
East, Preservation Massachusetts,
Shanxi Province Jinzhong City Museum,
Jiangxi Provincial Museum, and the Lynn
Museum and Arts Center.

Sara Wermeil and Aaron Ahlstrom
served as lecturers and key long-term
contributors to the program. Finally, we
are immensely grateful to Jan Haenraets,
who served as interim director of the
program for many years, and spent the
spring semester on a well-deserved
research leave. We look forward to his
return this fall.
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Accomplishments



Anne Boyd (PhD, 2025) accepted an
appointment as Assistant Professor of Public
History (tenure track) at the University of Texas,
Rio Grand Valley. She also published an article,
“"Frozen in Time: Teaching Imperialism through
Lead Toys in Interwar America,” in The American
Journal of Play.

Julia Carroll (PhD, 2024) is now the Senior
Researcher & Assistant Project Lead at the Racial
Reckoning Project at Amherst College.

Jesse Dritz was appointed as a Smithsonian
Institution Predoctoral Fellow for the 2025/2026
academic year.

Genna Kane won a Graduate Student Award
from the Boston University Center for the
Humanities. She also published an essay in
Environmental History Now entitled “Fluctuating
and Fragmented: The History of Regulating the
Tital Salt Marsh near Wood Island in East Boston,
Massachusetts.”

Ella Kotsen published an article in the Mount
Desert Island Historical Society’s annual journal,
Chebacco, entitled “Ruth Moore’s Microcosm:
Narratives that Deconstruct Notions of Inside and
Outside.”

Perri Meldon was appointed national
coordinator of the American Conservation
Experience (ACE) Mellon Humanities Postdoctoral
Fellowship program. She also won the Catherine
Bishir Prize from the Vernacular Architecture
Forum.

Fallon Murphy was awarded the Leonard
and Louise Riggio Fellowship at Emory University.
She also published an article entitled, "“Is Repair
Possible in the University Museum?” in Insurrect!:
Radical Thinking in Early American Studies.

Carolyn Parker-Fairbain served as part
of the instructional staff for the BU Center for

the Humanities inaugural BeHuman two-week
humanities immersion program for rising high

school seniors.

Meghan Townes received the William C.
and Susan S. Mariner Ceramics Fellowship at
the Museum of Early Southern Decorative Arts
in Winston-Salem, North Carolina. She also won
a Graduate Student Award from the Boston
University Center for the Humanities.

Betsy Walters (PhD, 2025) accepted a position
as Visiting Assistant Professor of Media Studies

at Emory University. She also published an article
published in Summer 2024 issue of The Journal

of Cinema and Media Studies, entitled “Festival
Diplomacy: CINE, American Nontheatrical Cinema,
and the Film Festival Network.”
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Graduate
Student
ASsociation

2024-2025 Officers

President: MaryKate Smolenski
Vice President: Korie Tinch
Secretary: Mary Snyder
Treasurer: Anjali Carroll

Social Chair: caro Parker-Fairbain

Americanist Forum Coordinators:
Liv Jacobs and Hannah Muhlfelder

GSO Representative: Ryan Deneen
Undergrad Liaison: Korie Tinch
Faculty Liaison: Anne Callahan
Preservation Liaison: Gianna Ortiz

BUGWU Representatives: Anne

Callahan and Zoe Johnson




It was wonderful to serve as the 2024 -
2025 GSA President. I'm incredibly proud
of the GSA Board this year who continued
to foster a supportive environment for all
in the program. We held several Learn

the Ropes events (internal BU funding
opportunities, orals preparation, and
dissertation writing) and numerous social
events like the Back to Bay State Block
party, coffee hour, pal-entine's day gift
exchange, and more. I'm looking forward to
seeing all of the amazing things next year's
E-Board will do!

-MaryKate Smolenski

Americanist Forum

AMERICANIST FORUM

Wednesday, November 6th, 2024 at 2:30pm
via Zoom

PRESENTERS
g

(e

Monica Laryea Ena Ozaki

d

On Wednesday, November 6, 2024, the American
Studies Graduate Student Association hosted the
Americanist Forum.

Sargent College undergrad Monica Laryea
presented, “Now Let's Get In Formation: Tracing
the Legacy of Black Line Dancing." American
Studies PhD candidate Ena Ozaki presented
“"Margherita Arlina Hamm and the Community of
Women in Print Culture”.
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Convocation

On May 17, 2025, the American & New
England Studies Program and the
Preservation Studies Program held their
Convocation ceremony on the 17th floor of
the new Data Sciences Building,.

Bachelor of Arts in American Studies

Athene Suying Laine La Jeunesse
Cum laude

Dual Degree Candidate in Media Science
College Prize winner

Annika Frances Pellant
Cum laude
Minor in Public Relations




Master of Arts in Preservation Studies

Verity Boyer
Concentration in American Studies

Mary Rachel Burdette
Concentration in Museum Practice

Yanjun Hong
Concentration in Museum Practice

Meghan Nicole Keefe
Concentration in Museum Practice

Hillary Rayport
Concentration in Architectural History

Hailey Sue Stebner
Concentration in Museum Practice
Graduate Certificate in Museum Studies

Doctor of Philosophy in American &
New England Studies

Julia Chandler Carroll

The Protestant Sanctioning of Slavery in the Anglo-
American South: George Whitefield, the Huntingdon
Connexion, and Black Bethesdans, 1739-1791

Reut Odinak
Womb For Rent: The Politics Of Surrogacy,
Reproduction, and Motherhood On Television

Emily Palombella
Precious Speculation: Developing American Gem
Extraction across the Long Nineteenth Century

Elizabeth Walters

Oscar's New Rules: Industrial Shifts, Cultural
Controversies, and the Changing Status of the
Academy Awards in the 21st Century
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Donors

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who contributed
to the Ameriacn Studies Gift Fund during the
2024-205 academic year. Your thoughtfulness and
generosity allowed us to support PhD research
and conference travel, make book purchases, and
support meetings and events held by the Graduate
Student Association.

Edward S. Cooke
Kathleen R. Crampton
Barbara R. Dailey
Jean A. Follett-Thompson
Jere Gibber

Carol Hawrylciw
Anita H. Patterson
David W. Shawn

Earle G. Shettleworth
Charles I. Stevenson
Jody B. Tvetenstrand
Paul M. Wright

The American Studies Program would also like to
thank the Richard Hampton Jenrette Foundation
for the generous gift of $1,000 to the program
that was included with the fellowship that recent
PhD grad Anne Boyd received.

The Fidelity Foundation manages the endowments
that our annonomus benefactors have so
gratiously provided this program. Without their
support so much of what our graduate program
accomplishes would not be possible.

And, finally, we would be remiss if we failed to
thank David Hall, the founder of our program, His
endowed gift allowed us to create the David D. Hall
Fund for American Studies to honor two to three
PhD candidates each year. The 2025 recipients

of the David Hall Prize are Genevieve Kane and
Meghan Townes.

Joseph Rezek and David Hall in 2025.
Photo Credit: Peter Stallybrass
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Boston University

226 Bay State Road

Boston, MA 02215

amnesp@hbu.edu

(617) 353-2949
facebook.com/groups/337971476799
bu.edu/americanstudies

Bluesky: @americanstudiesbu.bsky.social



http://facebook.com/groups/337971476799
http://bu.edu/americanstudies
https://bsky.app/profile/americanstudiesbu.bsky.social/post/3lmn5qrq3642d



