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SUMMARY

The probable mechanism of action of chymotrypsin. The six panels show (a) the
initial enzyme-substrate complex, (b) the first tetrahedral (oxyanion) intermedi-
ate, (c) the acyl-enzyme (ester) intermediate with the amine product departing,
(d) the same acyl-enzyme intermediate with water entering, (¢) the second tetra-
hedral (oxyanion) intermediate, and (f) the final enzyme-product complex. In
the transition states between these intermediates there probably is a more even
distribution of negative charge between the different oxygen atoms attached to
the substrate’s central carbon atom.
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