Recommended Children’s Books on Slavery:
With a Focus on the African Aspects

Anansi. Narrated by Denzel Washington. Rabbit Ears Productions, 1991. (video)
Feelings, Tom. The Middle Passage. Dial Books, 1995.

Gerson, Mary-Joan. How Night Came From the Sea: A Story from Brazil. Boston: Little, Brown
and Company, 1994. (picture book)

“Gullah, People of the Sea Islands.” Faces (magazine). Peterborough, NH: Cobblestone
Publishing, 1998.

Hamilton, Virginia. American Black Folktales, New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1985.

Hamilton, Virginia. The People Could Fly: The Picture Book. New York: Alfred A. Knopf,
2004. (picture book)

Hansen, Joyce. The Captive. New York: Scholastic, 1994.

Jurman, Suzanne. Freedom’s Sons: The True Story of the Amistad Mutiny. New Y ork: Lothrop,
Lee and Shepard, 1998.

The Language You Cry In. Produced and directed by Alvaro Toepke and Angel Serrano.
California Newsreel, 1998. (DVD)

Lester, Julius. Black Folktales. New York: Grove Press, 1969.
Lester, Julius. The Old African. New York: Dial Books, 2005.
Lester, Julius. Time’s Memory. New York: Farrar Straus and Giroux, 2006.

Raven, Margot Theis. Circle Unbroken: The Story of a Basket and Its People. New Y ork:
Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2004. (picture book)

Searles, Priscilla. Free Men: The Amistad Revolt and the American Anti-Slavery Movement. A
Teacher’s Guide. New Haven: The Amistad Committee, 1993.

“Sengbe and the Amistad.” Footsteps: African American History for Kids. Charter issue.
Peterborough, NH: Cobblestone Publishing, 1998.

Zeinert, Karen. The Amistad Slave Revolt and American Abolition. North Haven, CT: Linnet,
1997.



