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FOCUS
This unit will introduce French language students to homes in Morocco as part of the

level 2 House thematic unit, generally grades 9 or 10. Students will get an overview of

housing throughout the country, then learn about the cultural importance of the riad,

how it is part of the medina in Moroccoś Imperial cities. Students will examine the

artistic features of Moroccan homes and will end by searching online for a riad for

their family to rent, and then invite a French friend to join them. In this 3 to 4 lesson

unit, students will engage in interpretive, interpersonal and presentational activities

that will build on previously learned vocabulary of homes and furniture presented in

the context of homes in France.
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES OF UNIT
By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:

● name characteristics of a Moroccan medina.

● describe a riad from a photograph, including naming the rooms, furniture and several

artistic elements of a Moroccan home.

● compare and contrast a traditional Moroccan home with an American home.

● appraise various descriptions of traditional Moroccan homes for their suitability for

their own family.

● compose a persuasive email about a traditional Moroccan home.

GUIDING QUESTIONS
● What kinds of housing do people of different cultures live in?

● What does someone’s home say about their culture and values?

● What kind of factors dictate the kind of home we live in?

STANDARDS ADDRESSED
ACTFL World Readiness Standards addressed in this unit:

1.1  Interpersonal Communication: Learners interact and negotiate meaning in spoken or

written conversations to share information  and opinions.

1.2 Interpretive Communication: Learners understand, interpret, and analyze what is heard,

read, or viewed on a variety of topics.

1.3 Presentational Communication: Learners present information, concepts, and ideas to

inform, explain, persuade, and narrate on a variety of topics using appropriate media and

adapting to various audiences of listeners, readers, or viewers.

2.1 Relating Cultural Practices to Perspectives: Learners use the language to investigate,

explain, and reflect on the relationship between the practices and perspectives of the

cultures studied.

2.2 Relating Cultural Products to Perspectives: Learners use the language to investigate,

explain, and reflect on the relationship between the products and perspectives of the

cultures studied.

3.2 Acquiring Information and Diverse Perspectives: Learners access and evaluate information

and diverse perspectives that are available through the language and its cultures.

4.2 Cultural Comparisons: Learners use the language to investigate, explain, and reflect on

the concept of culture through comparisons of the cultures studied and their own.
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CONTENT BACKGROUND
Morocco is a country of diversity in many ways. Sitting in the northwest corner of the African

continent, it extends from the Atlantic Ocean and the Mediterranean Sea to the north to the Atlas and

Rif Mountains in the interior, then in the south spreads the largest desert in the world, the Sahara.

Housing is just as diverse: There are the medinas (old/ancient parts of a city) with towering walls and

narrow, maze-like streets, frequently with a Kasbahs (fortified citadel) at the top, overlooking the

ocean or plains. There is the French/European-inspired city of Casablanca with art deco and traditional

Moroccan buildings side-by-side. In the mountain town of Ifrane, homes resemble Swiss chalets with

steep roofs to shed the snow.

As is true for almost every country, there are huge differences in the living conditions between the rich

and the poor. Some people living in Morocco’s rural and agrarian communities live with little access to

modern conveniences. According to the Encyclopedia of the Nations (2020) “The Moroccan population

lives in either traditional dwellings or housing units and flats. Of all urban households, 43% are rented;

41% are owner occupied; and 12% are rent free. Nearly three-fourths have private kitchens; over 40%

have private toilets; over 30% have piped water; and over 37% have electricity.

Morocco is culturally, ethnically and linguistically diverse. The presence of the first people here, the

Amazighs (formally Berber) goes back 5,000 years. The 7th century brought the Arab invasion and the

Amazigh people became “Arabized” and converted to Islam. The vibrant Jewish community dates back

to the early history when Phoenicians traders moved through North Africa. There is Spanish Andaulsian

influence as well. Morocco’s two official languages are Standard Arabic and Amazigh, but Moroccan

Arabic, or Darija, is most commonly spoken.   French is widely used and in the north, Spanish can also

be heard.

Traditional Moroccan homes are designed with the climate in mind. Homes are centered around an

open courtyard to help with ventilation and thick walls that help keep out heat. Here, families relax in

the shade but still have open skies above. Rooms are located around the middle area and typically

don’t have windows that open to the outside, another way to keep the rooms protected from the

elements, including sandstorms. The design of these homes has evolved over thousands of years.

A Riad is a traditional Moroccan house. The term comes from the Arab word for garden,but is also

applied to townhouses built around an inner courtyard or garden. A Riad will have planting beds,

sometimes trees, and a central fountain. A Dar (meaning house) is similar, but instead of a garden

there is only a courtyard in the center. The courtyard gives the family total privacy and provides a safe

place for the children to play. Both Dars and Riads generally have two or more levels built around the
open center, with upper balconies overlooking the lower floor. Some have roof terraces. These traditional
homes are located in the medinas of Morocco’s Imperial cities: Fes, Marrakech, Meknes and Rabat.

Social life in Morocco is centered on the home and family.
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UNIT STORYLINE
This overview for the Unit provides a snapshot of objectives and themes.

LESSON TITLE GUIDING  QUESTION(S)
& LEARNING OBJECTIVES

SUMMARY

Chez moi au Marco -

Dans la médina

● What kinds of housing do people of

different cultures live in?

● What kind of factors dictate the kind of

home we live in?

After taking guided notes from a presentation on

where people live in Morocco, students will be

able to identify several elements of a Moroccan

medina.

After viewing images from a Moroccan medina,

students will write a description in French of a

Moroccan medina.

An introduction to the types of homes people live

in in Morocco with a Google Slide presentation.

Students will follow along with guided notes.

After looking at images from the Marrakech

medina, students will individually explore the

media on Google Earth, choosing a favorite image

to share with the class by posting on a Padlet with

an explanation in French. They will finish by

writing a description of a visit to a medina using

the class Padlet as a guide.

Chez moi au Maroc -

Le riad: une maison

traditionnelle

● What kinds of housing do people of

different cultures live in?

● What does someone’s home say about

their culture and values?

● What kind of factors dictate the kind of

home we live in?

After reading a description of a Moroccan riad,

students will be able to describe key elements

of this type of home.

While looking at a floor plan of a riad, students

will be able to identify similarities and

differences between the Moroccan home and

their own home.

Students will follow the Google slide presentation

on the riad by completing guided notes.

Students will then read a description of a riad

from a magazine article and answer

comprehension questions.

Looking at a floor plan for a Moroccan

riad,students will find similarities and differences

between this home and their own American

house.

Chez moi au Maroc -

Caractéristiques

artistiques d’une maison

● What does someone’s home say about

their culture and values?

● What kind of factors dictate the kind of

home we live in?

Using new and previously learned vocabulary,

students will be able to orally describe a riad

After reviewing the previous lessons with a

PearDeck slideshow students will complete guided

notes from  Google slideshow on Moroccan arts

and crafts.

Students will then work through 3 learning

stations, one with a hands-on activity on zellige,

one with a listening comprehension on Amazigh
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LESSON TITLE GUIDING  QUESTION(S)
& LEARNING OBJECTIVES

SUMMARY

after taking guided notes from a presentation on

Moroccan homes.

Students will demonstrate an understanding of

the traditional arts and crafts of Morocco by

answering comprehension questions from a video

through EdPuzzle.

rugs, and one speaking acidity in which students

will record themselves describing a Moroccan raid

and the artificial elements of the home.

At the end of the class, students will be assigned

the final assessment: researching and choosing a

Moroccan riad for an imaginary month-long stay

with their family and then composing an email in

French to convince a French to join them by

describing the riad in a convincing way.
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VOCABULARY
une médina - the old section of a Moroccan city

un riad - a house with a central garden/courtyard

un dar - a house with a central courtyard

un étage- a floor

un espace a space

le mur - wall

le sol - floor

la fenêtre - window

la fontaine - fountain

la chaleur - heat

le mal - evil

le zellige - zellige, or mosaic tilework

le tapis - rug

un morceau - a piece

étroit - narrow

caché - hidden

tranquille - peaceful

privé - private

spirituelle - spiritual

artistique - artistic

émaillé - enameled

croire - to believe

embellir - to make beautiful
créer - to create

This unit is an extension of the La Maison Unit. Vocabulary for this unit is provided in this

Resource Guide.
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LESSON 1: Dans la médina
GUIDING QUESTION(S):

● What kinds of housing do people of different cultures live in?

● What kind of factors dictate the kind of home we live in?

Learning objectives:
● After taking guided notes from a presentation on where people live in Morocco,

students will be able to identify several elements of a Moroccan medina.

● After viewing images from a Moroccan medina, students will write a description in

French of a Moroccan medina.

Time Period: 1 60-minute class period

INSTRUCTIONAL PROCEDURES:
Lesson opening/activator:

Show a picture of a pouf (or bring one in if you are lucky enough

to have one!)  Ask if they have seen one before, what it is used

for and where it might come from.

Once it is determined that this is from Morocco, ask students

what they know about the country, about what homes that have

such poufs in them might be like.

Switch to French and ask students to come up with words to

describe the pouf and what it is used for in French. Write any

new words that come up on the board for future reference.

Step-by-step procedures:

Show a Google slideshow introducing housing in Morocco and the medina. After the first slide

and some discussion in French on what the students see, hand out the guided notes for

students to fill in as they follow the presentation.

After defining a medina, bring up the Google Earth of the Fes medina and randomly drop the

pegman within the medina walls several times to find images from the medina. Model how to

drop the pegman and talk them through looking for interesting images of shops, narrow
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alleyways, interesting doorways, or anything that feels like a snapshot of this interesting

place. Then have students try this =on their own or with a partner, choosing one of the images

to copy and paste into a class Padlet.  They will include a short description in French of the

image. Class will review the Padlet images.

Lesson closing:

Looking at the Padlet images posted from the medina, students will write a journal entry in

French: Ma journée dans la médina. They will write about what they saw, adding any details

that might be supported by the images, such as what they bought, what they heard, whom

they saw…They will be using newly acquired past tense structure to write this entry. Students

who finish early will share their journal entry aloud in small groups, with volunteers

presenting to the class.

Formative Assessments: Padlet note, Journal entry

Materials needed:
● Images of a pouf,

● Copy of guided notes for each student

● Students will need their individual Chromebooks/computers to access Google Earth

● Each student will use their classroom journal or will need paper and pen/pencil

LESSON 2: Le riad, une maison traditionnelle
GUIDING QUESTION(S):

● How is housing both individual and cultural?

● What does someone’s home say about their culture and values?

● What kind of factors dictate the kind of home we live in?

Learning objectives:
● After reading a description of a Moroccan riad, students will be able to describe key

elements of this type of home.

● While looking at a floor plan of a riad, students will be able to identify similarities and

differences between the Moroccan home and their own home.

Time Period: 1 90-minute class period
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INSTRUCTIONAL PROCEDURES:
Lesson opening/activator: Show the meme: “When I say I live in Morocco, where people think

I live / where I actually live” (slide 12 of ‘Chez Moi au Maroc) Discuss in English

misconceptions/stereotypes about where people live. Have students recall what they learned

last class about where people in Morocco live. Switch to French and ask students to name

some things they would find in a medina.

Step-by-step procedures:

Show the Google slide presentation on the riad (slides 13 - 27)  as students complete guided

notes.

Students will read a description of a riad from a magazine article and answer comprehension

questions. (slide 28)

In pairs, hand students a copy of the floor plan for a Moroccan riad, the ground floor to one

student and the second floor to the other. Have students work together to go over the plans,

naming the different rooms that are labeled in French. Then have students write a journal

entry in which they find similarities and differences between the riad and their own home.

The sentences they need to make comparisons are modeled in the slide presentation.

Lesson closing: Call on students to share with the class one similarity and one difference

between their home and the Moroccan riad.

Formative Assessment: Journal entry comparing US and Moroccan homes

Materials needed:
● article Riad BE Marrakech, either on paper or as a link online

● Riad BE Marrakech article and reading comprehension guide

● Paper color copies of the riad floor plan or a link to a digital copy

● Each student will use their classroom journal or will need paper and pen/pencil

LESSON 3: Caractéristiques artistiques d’une maison

GUIDING QUESTION(S):
● What does someone’s home say about their culture and values?
● What kind of factors dictate the kind of home we live in?

Learning objectives:
● Using new and previously learned vocabulary, students will be able to orally describe a

riad after taking guided notes from a presentation on Moroccan homes.
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● Students will demonstrate an understanding of the traditional arts and crafts of

Morocco by answering comprehension questions from a video through EdPuzzle.

Time Period: 1 90-minute class period + class time for the final assessment

INSTRUCTIONAL PROCEDURES:
Lesson opening/activator:

Have students participate in a PearDeck slide show reviewing information from the previous

lessons.

Step-by-step procedures:

Show students the Google slideshow: L’Artisanat marocain while they complete guided notes.

Divide class into 3 groups to circulate through 3 different stations (20 minutes per station)

Station 1: Le zellige : Have students choose to either create a zellige pattern online

from the website Create your Zellige decore OR choose a coloring page from pages printed

from the website Coloriage Carrelage Marocain

Station 2: Have students answer questions from an EdPuzzle video about different

kinds of Moroccan rugs.

Station 3: Have students work in pairs, first reviewing adjectives from their house unit

package and brainstorming and looking up other adjectives they might need to describe a

Moroccan home. Give each pair of students an image of a riad and have them create several

descriptive sentences in French about the riad. Then, individually, have each student record

their description of the riad on a Schoology assignment.

Lesson closing:

Assign final assessment. Have students start research on riad, to be completed in next class.

Option to have students complete a gathering grid for homework.

Formative Assessment:

● Recorded description of riad

● EdPuzzle

Materials needed:
Slideshow: L’Artisanat marocain

Chromebooks or personal computer with access to online zellig tile project:

https://zellige-tiles.com/order-all-shapes.php

OR paper copies of zellig coloring pages and crayons or colored pencils

Handout of the final project description and rubric
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ASSESSMENT
My Moroccan pied-à-terre. Students will go online and find a riad or dar rental in a Moroccan city of
their choice. They will choose a traditional Moroccan rental home that fits their family's needs for an
imagined month-long stay. They will then write an email to a French friend inviting them to join their
family for the stay. They will include:

● A description of the home, rooms and furniture
● the artisanal characteristic of the home
● Images of the riad or dar
● A Google map to show the location in the town
● Something about the city/medina where the house is located
● An enthusiastic opinion of the place to convince their friend

DIFFERENTIATION
FOR DIVERSE LEARNERS

● Guided notes can be adjusted with either more or less vocabulary for students to fill in.

● Zellige activity provides students hands-on or digital options.

● Students needing listening support with the EdPuzzle will be provided a written transcript
of the video to follow along

● For the final assessment, a list of riad / dar rental websites to choose from will be available
to students who need support navigating  international websites.  For those needing
writing support, students will be provided with a template to follow. Extra time will be
available for those who need it.

MATERIALS
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● Pouf and or other items from Morocco

● Copy of guided notes for each student

● Students will need their individual Chromebooks/computers to access Google Earth

● Each student will use their classroom journal or will need paper and pen/pencil

● Article Riad BE Marrakech, either on paper or as a link online

● Riad BE Marrakech reading comprehension guide

● Paper color copies of the riad floor plan or a link to a digital copy

● Peardeck review slides

● Slideshow: L’Artisanat marocain

● EdPuzzle: Les différents sortes de tapis berbères

● Create your zellige decor website.

● Paper copies of zellig coloring pages and crayons or colored pencils

● Handout of the final project description and rubric
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